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THIS MONTH’S PROGRAM:
ON THURSDAY,

FEBRUARY 23, 2012
Consulting Rosarian/Exhibitor Suzanne Horn Speaks On
VOLUME 19, NO. 1

The Magic of Micro
Micro�� Minis
The February monthly
meeting focuses on micro miniature roses.
The smallest of miniatures roses, micro miniature roses tend to remain truly miniature in
both bloom and characteristic growth patterns.
The blooms tend to
range from miniscule to
under an inch in diameter and from six to
twelve inches in height.
The origins of these
roses really follow dual
lines of development.
The oldest line of development comes from
‘Rouletti,’ a descendant
of the china rose class
thought to be R. chinensis minima.. These roses
became popularized by
the development of
‘Tom Thumb,’ a cross

a successful exhibitor
for over a dozen years;
she won her first Queen
of Miniature roses in the
VCRS Rose Show of
2001. In addition to being a serious exhibitor,
Suzanne has also been
an educator at Consulting Rosarian seminars, a
writer of monthly articles for The Pacific
Rose, as well as regional and national publicaSuzanne Horn
tions, and serves as an
Photo courtesy of Suzanne
Accredited Horticultural
Judge for the American
Visalia, used a different Rose Society. She is
line of development in- currently the President
of the Pacific Rose Sovolving a rose called
‘Oakington Ruby,’ most ciety. She is also an ardent opponent of cruelty
likely an offspring or
to animals and actively
representative of
the’Fairy’ china roses of supports adoption and
rescue programs.
the mid-19th century.
Suzanne Horn has been
of ‘Rouletti’ and the
polyantha, ‘Gloria
Mundi’ by de Vink in
1935. Ralph Moore, of

Doors open: 6:30 p.m….Program starts: 7:30 p.m.
Pam Solokian
Copyright,
2002
All rights reserved.

Ventura Education Conference Center,
5100 Adolfo Rd., Camarillo.
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Desiderata...
Dues span the calendar year from January 1st to December 31st. Thus, dues are due at the beginning of each new year. Only if someone joined the society in the fall of 2011 are their dues
considered to be paid in advance. A bonus this year for joining or renewing one’s membership is a free copy of Dr.Thomas Cairns’ new booklet, ‘Growing Beautiful Roses.’ Please send
a check to Earl Holst, P.O.Box 102, Agoura Hills, CA. 91376.

Arrangements Workshop: Saturday, March 24, 2012

The 15th Annual Arrangement Workshop sponsored by the Fair Friends of Roses will be held at
the Floriculture Building at the Ventura County Fairgrounds, 10 West Harbor Blvd, in Ventura,
CA 93001 between the hours of 10:00 a.m. and 3:00 p.m. The topic of demonstration will be
traditional arrangements. The instructors for this program will be Marylou Coffman and Helen
Baird. The Fair Friends of Roses will provide flowers, greens, coffee, various Danish and
lunch. The cost of the program including lunch will be $20.00. To participate, send $20.00 to
Barbara Schneider at 253 McKee St., Ventura, CA 93301 before March 10th. And bring warm
clothes, and clippers as well as low and high /tall containers. This program has been singularly
responsible for the surge of arrangements classes and arrangers in the PSW district to the point
that arrangers at the recent National Convention outnumbered the horticultural exhibitors. .For
more information, call either Barbara Schneider or Sue Diller at 805.648.7322.
— Desiderata, Continues on Page 3

FEBRUARY IN THE ROSE GARDEN….
IF you have completed all of your gardening chores—pruning, dormant spraying, planting and
replanting—in January, like Dan Bifano of Santa Barbara, you can rest unless your new
bare root roses should leaf out, in which case they can be watered with fish emulsion weekly.
You may, if you wish carpe diem, but leave the rosebuds alone. Carrie Cooper-Griffiths also
of Santa Barbara intends to do exactly the same as Dan—little more than hydration in the
slightly elevated temperatures of early February.
Those who have pruning chores left to complete like Hetty Shurtleff of Santa Barbara and
Jim Delahanty of Sherman Oaks will have to decide whether to finish the pruning as quickly as possible or to interrupt the pruning to dormant spray each bed as it is finished, thus prolonging the pruning chores. The middle of February is usually considered the end of the regular pruning season in the Southern California climate. However, as E. B. Le Grice noted in
his famous ‘Rose Growing Complete,’ in a mild climate you can pretty much prune anytime.
Of course, prolonging the pruning means that some of the earlier pruned roses will have to be
fertilized before you finish pruning all of the roses. While men or women may propose, it is
(Continued on page 6).
the rose gods who will dispose.
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— Desiderata, (continued from page two)

Consulting Rosarians School March 10, 2012
The Mount View Rose Society will host a Consulting Rosarian School and Seminar on Saturday March 10, 2012 at The Stewart Boathouse, 2601 Fairmont Park in Riverside, CA 92501.
The program will commence at 8:30 a.m. and close at 2:15 p.m. The faculty will include
Ruth Tiffany, Joel Ross, Bob Martin, Jr., John Bagnasco and Dave Mahoney. The cost including the Seminar, Continental Breakfast, and Hot Lunch is $25.00. If you intend to take
the CR test, an additional $10.00 will be collected onsite. The registration deadline is February 29th. If you need more information about registering or car-pooling for this event, email
Dawn-Marie Johnson at dawn-marie03@dslextreme.com.

Tom Carruth Retires from Weeks Roses.

Effective January 20th, Tom Carruth, Vice President in charge of research at Weeks Roses, retired from that position. He had held that position for nearly a quarter of a century and bred
such AARS winners as ‘Scentimental’ (1997), ‘Fourth of July’ (1999), ‘Betty Boop’(1999),
‘Hot Cocoa’ (2003), ‘Memorial Day’ (2004), ‘About Face’ (2005), ‘Wild Blue Yonder’ (2006), ‘Julia Child’ (2006), ‘Strike It
Rich’ (2007), ‘Cinco de Mayo’ (2009), ‘Easy Does It’ (2010), and ‘Dick Clark’ (2011). His
retirement plans include signing on with the Huntington Botanical Roses as a part time consultant with an emphasis on the rejuvenation and ultimate refocus of the Rose Garden.

Tom Carruth: From Weeks Roses to
the Huntington Rose Garden

Hetty Shurtleﬀ’s Winning Entry
L.A. National Convention

Dawn Marie Johnson: VCRS Chair of
Consulting Rosarians

January Activities: Pruning Demonstration at the Stagecoach Inn Museum.
On January 14, the VCRS and the Gold Coast Heritage Rose Group staged a pruning demonstration of both Old Garden Roses (OGR) and modern roses from nine until noon. Jim Delahanty and Jeri Jennings discussed OGRs, while Clay Jennings showed how to prune climbers. Dawn-Marie Johnson showed alternate methods of pruning modern roses. About 100
people showed up to be instructed in the various techniques. Irene Pashalides presided over
the Hospitality table, while Jane Delahanty sold own root roses suited to Ventura County like
‘Purpurea.’
This program represented the 9th collaborative effort on the part of the two associations.

The Ventura Rose

page 4

The Pruning Demonstration on January 14th at the Stagecoach Inn Museum Rose Garden.
Photos of Jim, Dawn� Marie, Jeri and Clay by Bella Hemson; photos of the crowd and the Garden by Jeri Jennings.

Jim Delahanty introduces the topic
of pruning.

Dawn� Marie Johnson demonstrates

Clay Jennings discusses the XYZ’s
of tool care and cleaning.

Note takers.

Jeri Jennings teaches the ABC’s of
Old Garden Roses.

The Stagecoach Inn Museum Garden
just before the Pruning Demo.

The January Meeting with Pat Shanley as Speaker...
All photos below courtesy of Ken Osterberg

Pat Shanley presents the
arguments for sustainability rose
gardening.

Connie Estes greets Peggy
Williams, a guest from Colorado.

Pat Shanley enjoys a question
and answer session about the
future of the ARS.
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Tom Carruth Roses for Ventura County!
.

Pillow Fight

Hot Cocoa

Betty Boop

Home Run

Memorial Day

Fourth of July

All photos above courtesy of Weeks Roses. Credit: Gene Sasse.

Editorial…..
This issue of the Ventura Rose is the first in a series of experiments. The intent is to produce a smaller, more
manageable newsletter supplemented by emails. Part of this is a product of the editor’s inexperience with the
mechanics of creating a newsletter; part of it is a product of the fact that the writers of the newsletter have
decided—for the most part—to take a break either short term or long term or permanently. One of the recurrent problems for most newsletters is that the personnel to produce them is in shorter and shorter supply.
This means abolishing the newsletter or finding a substitute. Some rose societies have abolished their newsletters. Others joined a consortium of some six or seven newsletters that is now defunct. Other approaches
have been to substitute a traditional newsletter with essentially an email or a series of links. A decades old
meme is that there is no need for a newsletter, just a one page announcement of events.
There is much wisdom in the observation that when there is no need for a product, it disappears. When the
rose industry could no longer find people to graft roses, the switch to own root products began. Rose societies will adapt in order to survive as well. In the meantime, enjoy the experiment.
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February in the Garden,(continued from page 2):

Janet Sklar of Northridge removed all of the mulch and leaves from around each rose bud union
with her handy portable battery powered electric blower; this enabled the task to be completed quickly and without any bending over by the user. The purpose of removing the mulch from the bud union
area is to encourage basal breaks by providing encouraging sunlight. (Another reputed encouragement is to scrape the bud union juncture gently with a steel wire brush, and one more is to give each
rose bush a dose of Epsom salts for more basal break encouragement.) Janet will wait until the very
end of February or early March to apply a ‘cocktail mixture’ consisting of 2 parts alfalfa, 1 part fish
meal, 1 part cottonseed meal, one-half part ironite, one-quarter part sulfur, and a quarter part kelp.
She believes that this mixture is very similar to that sold at Island Seed and Feed in Goleta. Ever
thrifty, she buys the alfalfa minus honey or sweetener at the pet store Kahoots for $11.00 per fifty
pound bag and the rest of the ingredients at Green Thumb. The ingredients are mixed in her wheelbarrow and divided among the roses.
Jim Delahanty recalls that when he first started growing roses in southern California, Armstrong’s
and other nurseries used to provide rose chimneys as part of the purchase price of the bare root roses
that you could select from specimens buried in peat moss and other mulches in open counters. Both
observable bare root roses and rose chimneys seem to have fallen in disfavor—or perhaps have been
banished by bean counters. In any case, rose chimneys were to provide a flexible cardboard structure
to hold mulch or potting soil or leaves that would provide moisture so that the canes would not fall
prey to the desiccating winds that frequently characterize the climate at this time of year. It was always a minor miracle to cover the canes up to the top of the chimneys and clean them away a few
weeks later to find the plants sprouting new and lush foliage eager to get to work providing the basis
for bloom in March and April.
And be sure to water and examine closely the moisture levels in containers even though February is
usually the wettest month of the year. When you have La Nina conditions, there is usually not
enough rain to sustain the rose garden without contributions from the various water districts.

Dan Bifano in Santa Barbara

Janet Sklar in Northridge

La Nina in the south Paciﬁc.
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Also, some of the bushes are starting their Spring Extravaganza early. I left them alone for the time being.
However, I did remove their diseased leaves earlier in
the year, which probably promoted the exuberant
growth that I’m seeing.

Moisturin. This product was purchased by many VCRS
members in December. How is it doing for you?

Personal Observations on Pruning
By Barbara Osterberg
I’ve delayed pruning this year because I didn’t
want to fight the wrath of the winds. Pruning is a
pleasurable experience for me and I look forward to the process. Consequently, February 14th
is coming right up and I’m running late. I’m
thinking of taking a few vacation days to catch
up.
This year I thought about what could be done
differently in the pruning process. I decided to
pay attention to the way the different roses grow
rather than just hacking them off to shape and
removing the dead branches. From what I’ve
learned from the rose society, it is not necessary
to hack a climber back to the ground. It’s okay
to keep it tall and stately allowing the plant to
use its energy to produce flowers instead of
height.
I also paid attention to the actual branches on
each bush. Have you noticed that the buds on
some branches are further apart than the buds on
other branches? ‘Yves Piaget’ seems to be one
of those bushes where the buds need a greater
space between them. I left those particular
branches a bit longer than normal and just
pruned to shape.

Because of the winds, I’ve accumulated a lot of the
neighbor’s Chinese Evergreen leaves in my yard. These trees were planted all over the neighborhood when it
was developed and when the wind blows they leave
little bitty leaves in my rose basins and along the
driveway. When removing the leaves I noticed that I
was also removing the good soil that I’ve carefully
been promoting with my compost. To alleviate that
problem, I decided to just bury the leaves within the
garden and let them compost in the areas outside the
rose basins (seems to be easier than sweeping them,
sorting them and then composting them in the composting bin).
So far, Moisturin seems to be saving ’Mr. Lincoln’ and
a couple of other newbie roses such as a very weak
‘Trump Card’ and ‘Norma Major’.’ ‘ Marechal Foch’
and ‘Madam Butterfly’
seem to be responding as well, even though they are
rust prone in Oxnard. Moisturin doesn’t prevent the
worms from eating the leaves, but it does help tremendously with the rust.
I discarded a couple of non-producing roses and planted a new rose or two and I’ll go shopping for a couple
more. By observing the growth and productivity of the
rose, I now make a better decisions whether to shovel
prune the rose, or give it another year.

