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March brings the first
onslaught of pests and
diseases; aphids to
mites, rust to powdery
mildew emerge to perplex and frustrate the
winter dreams of rosarians. Baldo Villegas provides both the
diagnoses and remedies for the wrongs of
spring. He indicates
the measures to take to
defeat the enemies of
roses with a range of
responses suitable to
the intensity of the
problem. He will also
engage in the identification of pests, diseases
and weeds. VCRS
members are encouraged to bring bugs or
mites in closed jars or
ziplock baggies. Diseases or weeds can be

enclosed in plastic or
paper bags. Please be
sure to include your
name as well as contact

Baldo Villegas
Lover of bugs, roses & cats

information so the he
can get back to you with
a diagnosis and remedy.
Baldo Villegas is a 2011
retiree from the Califor-

nia State Department of
Food and Agriculture
after a 35 year stint in
the field of biological
control programs. He
is also a welcome visitor to American Rose
Society conventions
because of his ebullient personality, gregarious character and
extensive knowledge
displayed in popular
presenations. He gardens on an acre of
land with 1500 roses
as well as fruit trees,
annuals, perennials and
vegetables. He maintains a popular website
www.sactorose.org
which is the first resort
of choice of rosarians
nationwide for assistance with rose problems or questions.

Doors open: 6:30 p.m….Program starts: 7:30 p.m.
Pam Solokian
Copyright,
2002
All rights reserved.

Ventura Education Conference Center
5100 Adolfo Rd., Camarillo.
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Desiderata...
DUES: This is the last call for dues to be paid in the newsletter until next winter. After a personal email from

Jim Delahanty, a phone call from Connie Estes, and a live gopher nailed to your front door from U.R. Owing,
we will concede that you are no longer interested in being a member of the Ventura County Rose Society.
Failing that, please mail a check for $20 to Earl Holst, Treasurer, P.O.Box 102, Agoura Hills, CA 91376.
Earl will also accept cash at the next meeting or any popular venue.
Arrangements Workshop: March 24th: The Fair Friends of Roses will sponsor the 15th Annual Arrangements Workshop at the Floriculture Building at the Ventura County Fairgrounds, 10 West Harbor Blvd, in
the city of Ventura. The program will run from 10:00 a.m. until 3:00 p.m. Marylou Coffman and Helen
Baird will demonstrate for attendees the requisites of traditional arrangements. The Fair Friends of Roses will
provide flowers, greens, coffee, various Danish and lunch. The cost of the program is $20.00. To register as
a participant, please send a check for $20.00 to Barbara Schneider at 253 McKee St, Ventura, CA 93301 before March 10. Bring warm clothing, clippers and both low and high containers.
Rose Class at Ventura Community Ed: March 31st: Dawn-Marie Johnson, Earl Holst and Jim Delahanty
will offer a class on the basic mechanics of easy-care rose growing at the Ventura College Community Education Center on March 31st, from 9:00 a.m. until noon. The class will cover the basic concepts of plant selection, rose planting, pest and diseases, fertilizing, pruning and organic vs. petrochemical approaches to rose
growing. If you would like to participate in the presentation of the class, please write Jim Delahanty at
jjjzdelahanty@earthlink.net. If you know of someone who would like to take the class, please refer them to
the schedule at www.venturacollege.edu.
(continued on page 8)

MARCH IN THE ROSE GARDEN….
In the Greek myth of Pandora’s Box, hope and the evils of mankind existed in the same container. March is
something like that in the Southland garden. All the promise of the April burst of bloom is present in the expanding foliage, the warming of the soil and the need to attend to the nutritional needs of your roses. Unfortunately, all of these promises coexist with the threat of pests, diseases and drought. The miracle of gardening
is that the latter never overwhelm the former and each year we garden anew. To some extent, this is only possible through deliberate denial of the past.
Dawn-Marie Johnson in Moorpark notes that the compost layers applied in January are starting to feed the
soil as it warms up. She applied a thick layer of wood chips over the compost in order to conserve water.
Later she will apply a foliar fertilizer (Miracle-Gro). Finally, she is purchasing two white climbing from Otto
& Sons on Rose Days as replacements for plants that did not live up to expectations. Dawn-Marie’s activities are an exemplar for Southland gardeners this month with repeated themes of water, fertilizer, replacement
and repair. (continued on page four).
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Dawn-Marie Johnson, left, Consulting
Rosarians Chair, outlines community
outreach programs for the calendar
year. These include a September Celebration, arrangements at Otto & Sons
Rose Days, and the sale of arrangements at the Factory Mall in May.
Sue Diller and Barbara Schneider,
right, lead the Annual Arrangements
Workshop at the Ventura County Fairgrounds on March 24, 2012. The event
attracts participants from all over the
Southland to the genesis of the revival
of rose arranging in the Pacific Southwest District.

Robert Funai, left, coordinator of volunteers at the A.C Postel Rose Garden in
Santa Barbara, will lead a VCRS tour
on April 21, 2012 to start at 11:00 a.m.
The site was to be tennis courts at the
time of the budget cuts in 1978.

‘Friends of Sequoia,’ right, at their first
meeting in January of 2011, will reconvene on April 7, 2012 in the Ralph
S. Moore Park in Visalia at 11:00 a.m.
.
Contact Jim Delahanty at jjdelahanty@gmail.com for details.

Suzanne Horn greeted old friend Kay Jones, discussed microminature roses, and urged more use of
them at the February VCRS meeting. Pictures below courtesy of Ken Osterberg.
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(continued from page 2)

Jeri Jennings of Camarillo is concerned about the failure of the winter rains to appear in February. Last
month was one of the driest on record, something ominous in light of the fact that February is normally the
wettest month of the year in Southern California. The Santa Ana winds will dry out container plants in no
time flat. If you are starting seedlings this month be extra careful to monitor their moisture level. Hydration
of plants this month is a necessity if there is to be ample bloom for April rose shows. Although Jeri and Clay
no longer exhibit competitively, they are still concerned with growing roses to their optimum quality. To
that end they are still replacing and displacing roses based on past performance. Oddly enough, everyone
talks about roses that seem to acquire an immunity to disease once they acquire some maturity; (Jim Delahanty of Sherman Oaks swears that ‘Papa Meilland’ needs three years before the mildew goes away.)
However, some roses suddenly lose the ability to grow well and need to be replaced.
Although most gardeners have reached a stage in life where the question: Who am I? evokes memories of
college bull sessions, a prescient column by former Ventura Rose editor, Sue Munday of Camarillo, reminds
us that each year in the garden, we decide what kind of a gardener we are. The amount of time and activity
level available to the gardener intersects with the needs of the roses. Preventive spraying requires dedication
and time management to deter rust and powdery mildew effectively; failing to respond to these challenges
demands that the gardener tolerate less than optimal conditions and rose production. In these tough times,
miticides are expensive propositions, but the condition is serious enough to require invading savings accounts, or at least sharing the cost with others similarly situated.
Finally, Janet Sklar of Northridge reminds us that with her pruning completed and concern about the shortage of rain, she has turned her attention to the performance of her drip system. Over the last few years,
many of the single heads have become clogged, so she has started the process of using 1/4” soaker type hoses
around each rose by converting the drippers. She cuts them off and utilizes a three prong attachment for the
two ends of the soaker hose. The rubber tubing is placed in hot water (in a handy coffee mug) in order to
facilitate the tubing connection insertion easier. Janet believes that post pruning time is the best time to evaluate your drip system, to inspect whether all the roses are getting sufficient water, or to convert to a drip system while the roses are small enough to make working around them bloodless. Kits are available or the pieces may be purchased as needed separately. Janet will be glad to kibitz and answer questions, but declines to
engage in actual installation .
Janet Sklar’s drip irrigation system
undergoes a refurbishment in converting from a single head system to a
three prong attachment. Softening
the ends of the rubber tubing to facilitate the process can be accomplished
by soaking the tubing in hot water
before the connection takes place.
Janet recommends doing this immediately after the pruning process is completed as it will be easier to work with
roses minus fthe complications of foliage and growth. If you have any
questions about the process of doing
this, get in touch with Janet at
janetsklar@sbcglobal.net.
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The Rose Industry is Not Dead!
By Bill De Vor of Greenheart Farms, Nor’East Division
I want to make a few comments and these comments come from a fourth generation rose grower who eats and
breathes roses every moment of the day and night--not only for business, but because it is a large part of who I
am.
We house well in excess of 800 varieties of miniature and mini flora roses from a wide range of hybridizers.
We have over 400 varieties of groundcovers, shrubs, hybrid teas and climbers from every major rose breeder
in the world; we see everything.
We produce and sell in excess of 6 million roses a year and that number is increasing by about 15% a year; my
main competitor produces about 8 million roses a year of about 20 varieties. Our focus is on small to medium
size outlets and my competitor’s focus is the larger box store type outlets.
We began operating Nor’East in 2004 and it was my first and definitely my last experience in running a retail
operation. Any mail order business or independent garden center should be cherished and supported because
that is where we are going to find unique roses; if they don’t have them--ask and they will find them. We are
selling triple the amount of miniature and mini flora roses than we did when we were running Nor’East as a
retail operation.
The rose industry isn’t dead. It is changing. My grandfather saw this change beginning in the mid-1970’s and
he told me exactly what was going to happen and it did. The change escalated in the early 1990’s and the
struggle for the industry to hold on to what it knew and how it knew to do it. This eventually caused its own
demise.
First, the product form needed to change. We were producing two year-old field grown plants which required
a lot of land, labor and water. The retail markets were changing far too fast and being able to predict and respond to what was happening didn’t work when you needed two to three years to produce a crop and get it to
market. The cost of production was too high and the losses were too great.
Second, the average gardener became afraid of our product as it was hard to grow and needed far too much
maintenance.
Third, the average gardener needs help making choices; collections of roses, not individual varieties, are easier
to sell; marketing for a collection is much easier both for an introducer and a retailer. Think about Campbell
soups or Progresso soups and think of them as a collection and then look at all the varieties of soup in the collection. It’s easier to order 7-8 varieties of a collection then dancing around trying to pick 7-8 individual varieties. The selection is already done for you. That is what rose consumers want. It’s easy to see a Hall of Fame
collection or an Award of Excellence collection in the garden centers when you look at it that way.
We did that with standard Nor’East varieties with our ‘Table to Garden’ collection which is probably one of
the largest offering of miniatures anywhere, the micro-miniatures in our ‘Garden Treasures’ collection which
launches at Walmart this spring, or the ‘My Bouquet’ collection with Frank Benardella and Jim Sproul’s minifloras, now in over 400 Lowe’s stores and growing. All of this came from building collections and treating
roses as groups rather than individual varieties.
(continued on page 6)
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(continued from page 5)

Promoting collections of roses satisfies the need for economies of scale, consumer anxiety and lack of
knowledge over selecting of proven varieties and reassurance about low care maintenance and disease resistance.
The pictures below are all part of the ‘Garden Treasures’ collection referenced above in the Bill De Vor
article. They are the product of different decades in the 20th century from breeders as diverse as Jan
de Vink, Harm Savile and Ralph Moore. But they share traits like disease resistance, easy-to-grow, self
-cleaning, low maintenance, hardy to the Zone 4b, proven floriferousness, and compact growth—with
no rose more than a foot in height or a foot in width. They represent the Nor’East Micro-miniature
collection of proven plants that eliminates the need to plow through differing sources to focus on the
right plants in the right place. All pictures courtesy of Greenheart Farms.

True Pearl

Star Ruby

Crimson Treasure

Citrine

Gold Medallion

Gemstone
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(continued from page 2)

“Friends of Sequoia”: April 7th.

Friends of Sequoia is a group of people linked by association
with the Sequoia Miniature Nursery, or Ralph Moore, or friendships created over years of both formal and informal transactions. The first meeting of the group took place in Visalia in January of 2011. This year’s
meeting will take place on April 7th at the Ralph S Moore Memorial Park in Visalia and features short programs by Kim Rupert on the ‘burrito’ method of starting cuttings and by Burling Leong on ‘chip budding.’
For more information about this gathering, contact Jim Delahanty at jjdelahanty@gmail.com.

San Fernando Valley Rose Society Rose Show: April 14th.

The San Fernando Valley
Rose Society will hold its annual rose show on April 14 at the Sepulveda Garden Center, 16333 Magnolia
Blvd, Encino, CA Exhibitors may enter roses from 6:00 a.m. until 10:00 a.m. The public will be invited to
view the rose show sometime between 12:30 p.m. and 1:00 p.m. Please consult the SFVRS website for more
information at http://sfvroses.org.
th

VCRS Garden Tour: A.C.Postel Memorial Rose Garden: April 21st
Bella and Ted Hermsen, VCRS Garden Tour co-chairs, have arranged for a tour of the A.C. Postel Memorial
Rose Garden on April 21st starting at 11:00 a.m. and concluding approximately 12:30 p.m. The tour will be
led by Robert Funai, who coordinates the activities of some 70 volunteers who maintain the garden. The garden is located on the Plaza Rubio just south of the Santa Barbara Mission; it contains over 1500 plants of 250
different varieties. Post tour, lunch can be had at Le Café Stella on 3301 McCaw Avenue near the Santa Barbara Golf Club. A headcount will be needed in order to make advance reservations for the group. Indefatigable rose shoppers may convene after lunch at the Seaside Nursery or the Island View Nursery in Carpenteria.
For lunch or shopping reservations, contact Bella at bellahermsen@yahoo.com or call 1.805.230.0044.

Arrangements Class at Otto & Sons Rose Days: April 27th-29th.
Dawn-Marie Johnson will be offering a class on ‘Rose Arrangements’ at the Ventura County Rose Society
display table at the weekend of the ‘Rose Days’ Festival at Otto and Sons, 1835 East Guiberman Rd. in Fillmore, CA 93015. During the annual Rose Days celebration, over 115,000 roses are on display and blooming
including over 800 different varieties. In additional there will be speaker presentations from such luminaries
as Christian Bedard, now chief hybridizer at Weeks Roses, Pat Carney of Weeks Roses, Steve Benning of
Star Roses, and recent VCRS presenter, Suzanne Horn on the varieties of David Austin roses. Special pricing
will prevail during the Rose Days weekend.

The Ventura Rose

Page 8

ARS Fall National Convention Raffle!
Support the Fall National Convention by buying tickets for the Convention Raffle.
Tickets are $5 each or five tickets for $20.
Three Great Prizes
—Grand Prize: South Lake Tahoe ‘Dream Lodge’
Four days/three nights at South Lake Tahoe. Near the Truckee River, a six bedroom
home is perfect for a large group. All kinds of local activities plus indoor amenities
including a six person outdoor hot tub and cedar lined sauna.
—2nd Prize: $1,000 Cruise Voucher
—3rd Prize: $500 Marriott Gift Card
Raffle Drawing is on September 30, 2012 and the raffle benefits the East Bay Rose Society, the host of the
2012 National Convention and Rose Show. Make raffle check payable to “East Bay Rose Society” and send
to
Eileen Jackson
117 Muller Street
Vallejo, CA 94590
For more information on the raffle and the Convention, check www.futuramaofroses.com

Non Toxic Remedies for Common Pests and Diseases
From the County of Ventura Solid Waste Management Program
Aphids
 Wipe off by hand
 Spray off with water, or an insecticidal soap
 Prune off severely infested growth
Use Natural fertilizers to prevent growth spurts
Powdery Mildew
 Plant disease-resistant varieties
 Wash leaves in afternoon with strong sprays but allow time to dry out
Avoid heavy fertilization or pruning the causes spurts of new susceptible growth
Rust
 Plant disease-resistant varieties
 Remove and destroy fallen leaves
 Mulch to prevent spread of spores
Remove and destroy infected shoots (look for dark, corky lesions)
Picture Credits:
Page Three: Dawn-Marie Johnson:by Ken Osterberg; Sue Diller and Barbara Schneider by Susan Graham; ‘Friends of Sequoia”
by Irene Lindsey; Robert Fornai by Robert Fornai. Page Four: Rubber Tubing: by Janet Sklar.

