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Roses in Europe and Beyond
Walt and Diana Kilmer Rose Hills International
will present a program
featuring their visits to
roses gardens in the
United Kingdom and
New Zealand on Thursday, November 15 at the
Ventura County Education Conference Center
at 7:30 p.m.
Both Walt & Diana are
active horticultural
judges and travel extensively in both the Pacific Southwest and Northwest Districts as well as Rose Trials in Whittier.
judging events in New
Zealand and rose shows They received due
in Belfast and Dublin.
recognition as Outstanding Consulting RoThey are active in both sarians in the PSW Disthe Mountainview and trict in 2005. At the loCalifornia Coastal Rose cal level both Walt and
Societies as well as ten Diana have been sepayear participants in the rately awarded the

Bronze Honor Medal, in
2011 and 2000, respectively.
The Kilmers operate a
landscape design and
maintenance company
called ‘The Rose Doctors,’ which is about to
celebrate its tenth anniversary in business.
They were selected as
the co-chairs of the Pacific Southwest District
Convention to be held
May 3rd through May
5th, 2013 in Carlsbad,
California under the
sponsorship of the California Coastal Rose Society.

Doors open: 6:30 p.m….Program starts: 7:30 p.m.
Pam Solokian
Copyright,
2002

Ventura County Education Conference Center
5100 Adolfo Rd., Camarillo.
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Desiderata...
Las Floralias Flower Arrangement Show:
Las Floralias Flower Arrangers Club and SBCC Adult Education Invite You and Your Friends to their 41st
Annual Flower Arrangement Show and Succulent Wreath Sale:
Saturday, November 17 From 10:00 AM T0 5:00 PM
Sunday, November 18 From 11:00 AM To 3:00 PM
Schott Center, Tannahill Auditorium,
310 W. Padre Street, Santa Barbara
DONATION: $5. PROCEEDS TO BENEFIT LOCAL SCHOOL ART DEPARTMENTS
For further information, contact: Hetty Shurtleff 805 963-8215
Dues are Due!!
Technically, all dues are payable on the first day of each calendar year. However, the By-laws sensibly provide for a grace period extending through mid-March. The cut-off date this year is March 13, 2013; after that
date no more newsletters will be sent. If you joined the society after October 1, 2012, your dues are considered to be paid through calendar year 2013. Otherwise, if you have not paid your dues for Calendar year
2013, please send a $20.00 check payable to the VCRS to the following address:
Earl Holst, Treasurer
Post Office Box 102
Agoura Hills, Ca. 91376
In DECEMBER: The VCRS Holiday Party:
The meeting will take place on Thursday, December 13, 2013 at the Ventura County Educational Conference Center, 5100 Adolfo Rd., in Camarillo, starting at 6:00 p.m. The Bylaws
provide that the Installation of Officers shall occur at this meeting. Tradition provides that awards,
hospitality and gift exchanges also occur at this meeting. 3 recipients of $50 gift certificates for the
‘Attas’ will be named.
Hospitality: Hospitality is under the guidance of Roz Thebaud. If your last name begins with the
letters A through L, please bring a dessert. If your last name begins with the letters M through Z,
please bring a salad. Beverages will be provided as usual.
Gifts: Some people refer to the gift giving program as ‘Zombie gift-giving.’ Everyone is invited to
bring a small wrapped gift of about $15 in value. These will be distributed by a number. However,
under rules devised by a sadist, gifts may be confiscated by a higher number winner. Only one or
two people really understand the rules. This is the only purely social monthly meeting of the
VCRS year. Come help celebrate our successes and initiatives and enjoy each other’s company.
(continued on page .)
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Left, “Faded Pink Monthly,” a found
rose that captivated the VCRS members who attended the Sacramento
Symposium. (See Story on page 10.)
Photo courtesy of Jeri Jennings.

Right. ‘Sugar Moon,’ the big winner at
the Rose Hills International Rose Trials , taking both the Golden Rose
Award as well as most fragrant. The
fragrance envelops you as you approach the rose. Photo courtesy of
Weeks Roses.

Left, Gregg Lowery discusses Hybrid
Chinas and the Industrial Revolution at
the Sacramento Symposium. Photo
courtesy of Jeri Jennings.

Right, ‘Alice Hamilton,’ a rose whose
provenance can be traced back through
donator Jim Delahanty from Robert
Rippetoe from the hands of the eminent Ralph Moore.
Photo courtesy of Jeri Jennings

The VCRS in Pictures�

‘Lindsay’s Rose,’ a miniature from
Pau Barden, available from Rogue
Valley Roses.

Dr. A. J. Downer spoke on ‘Soils and
Amendments’ in October. Photo:
Ken Osterberg.

‘Lynnie,’ a compact shrub from Kim
Rupert is now selling in The
Netherlands. Photo: Cliﬀ Orent.
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Desiderata (Continued from page 2)

ELECTIONS:
Dr. Ken Kerr, the Chair of the Nominations Committee reports that the current members of the Board have all agreed to
run for re-election. However, since there were no candidates for president or Vice-President, the Board would have to
operate with a rotating presidency as it has done for the past year. The Election will be held at the November meeting,
per the Bylaws. If anyone wishes to run to president or any other office, the floor will be open for nominations at that
time. Otherwise, the current Board will be re-elected. The current Board members are:
Treasurer: Earl Holst
Secretary: Roz Thebaud
Members at Large:
Nell August
Kathy Ayers
Dr. Ken Kerr
Janet Sklar
Additionally, there is a Board approved Bylaw change to cap the honorarium for speakers at $100 over the current $50
limit. Such a change requires membership approval.
Annual January OGR and MODERN ROSE PRUNING DEMONSTRATION:
January 12th at the Stagecoach Inn Rose Garden, 51 South Ventu Park Rd, Newbury Park, from at 9:00 to 11:00 a.m.
The Gold Coast Heritage Rose Group and the Ventura County Rose Society will co-sponsor a pruning demonstration
with the OGR aspects to be discussed and explained by Jeri Jenings. Earl Holst will discuss modern roses and how the
differences among classes impact pruning imperatives.
Great Rosarians of the World (West): Save the date of February 3, 2013 when the Great Rosarians of the World honors will be conferred on Dr. Walter H. Lewis, senior botanist at the Missouri Botanical Gardens and Dr. Malcolm Manners of Florida State University for his work on the rose mosaic virus disease. While the final details of the presentation
and the festivities have yet to be determined, the event is sure to be one of the horticultural highlights of the Winter season in the Southland. For more information about the program and costs, please email Clair Martin at clairgmartin@mac.com.

More September Celebration Photos!

Over 90 roses were oﬀered for sale at
the September Celebration.

Photos by Ken Osterberg

Jeri Jennings staﬀed the Consulting
Rosarians desk.

Some arrangement demo attendees
stayed around for the repeat demo.
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A Dozen Roses for the Lady: A Personal Statement
By Andrew Vanable
Waiting patiently in the crowd gathered at Love Field this November morning is the mayor’s wife. She is holding a dozen
long-stemmed roses for the Lady. The Lady is on a short thirteen-minute plane ride from Forth Worth. Soon she will be there with
her husband to greet everyone. From behind the clouds the plane emerges, with its famous passengers inside. The plane touches
down on the runway with a perfect three-point landing, and taxis its way to the crowd. Camelot has made its way to Dallas.
The back door of the plane opens wide, and out pops the Lady, with her husband three steps behind. Down the steps they
fly, to greet the Lone Star crowd. The Lady, all dressed in rose-pink, Chez Ninon, woolen attire, accepts her dozen long-stemmed
roses – blood red in color – the perfect complement for the perfect lady. This is the fourth time this morning she has been welcomed
with a bouquet of beauties, but this bouquet is quite different. The other three have roses that are yellow, in honor of that wellknown song. Next stop, the awaiting limousine, which will take them on parade through the streets of the city to the Trade Mart for a
steak luncheon, but first, some friendly greetings to the supporters, who have waited so long to get but a glimpse of their president –
the youngest ever elected to this post. The Lady and her husband are in Dallas preparing—for a future that is as bright as that
“Yellow Rose of Texas” – full of space travel, and moonwalks, and an end to the Cold War. For no one here today, envisions a
world without this Camelot, except one lone man on the sixth floor, on a date with destiny.

Presidential motorcade, Dallas,, 1963. Photo courtesy Baylor
University Collection of Political Materials

President and Mrs. Kennedy arrive at the Dallas Airport,
November,1963. Photo courtesy of Cecil Stoughton.,

The Lady isn’t the only one welcomed with roses at the airport this morning. The governor’s wife receives twelve roses as
well – a bouquet to call her own. Hers were all yellow in color – a fitting tribute to that song we know so well.
Now off to the limousine the Lady goes, with her husband three steps behind. Her bouquet is cradled in her arms. Up front is the
driver with the Secret Service man to his right, seated on the left in the middle is the governor’s wife with her yellow beauties firmly
clutched in her hands. The Lady sits on the back seat behind the driver adorned with her signature, rose-pink, pillbox hat. Her husband is seated to her right.
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(A Dozen Roses for The Lady, continued from page 5)
The Lady places her bouquet on the seat between them. It’s time to start the parade.
The parade is a festive affair. Twenty-one cars, twenty-one motorcycles, and three buses are in this ten-mile affair, and
what a turnout by the supporters! They came by the thousands to wave, and smile, and give their friendly gestures to the famous
participants. Many were happy just to get a glimpse of their president. The governor’s wife’s yellow roses, still firmly clutched in
her hands, are quite visible throughout the parade, but only the supporters who are higher up in the buildings can see the red roses
squirreled on the seat by the Lady. Through the streets they ride, only ten miles per hour, or so, stopping a couple of times for a
quick handshake, friendly gesture, or camera shot. The motorcade turns left for the final time onto Elm Street, in front of Dealey
Plaza – just a few more yards, then on to the freeway to the Trade Mart to have lunch with over 2000 supporters. The parade is almost done.
But, from behind the Lady comes a loud noise from above . . . then another . . . no, now that makes three. The man on the
sixth floor has fulfilled his destiny. Up stands the Lady on the back seat of the limousine. She jumps onto the trunk to retrieve her
piece. Her husband’s blood is splattered everywhere. He has slumped to his left crushing the Lady’s roses. The governor’s wife has
her man held firmly in her lap. She tightly grips her bouquet, and has it draped over his head. An order comes from the Secret Service man to go to Parkland immediately. Off to the hospital the limousine speeds at 70 miles per hour, or so.
In a few minutes they are at their destination. The governor is admitted to Room #2, while the Lady cradles her husband in the back
seat. The Secret Service man helps her get her man inside as well. He covers the President’s head with his coat. The
mangled bouquet is placed on top of the coat next to her blood-soaked hat. They wheel him into Room #1 to see what can be done.
The doctors try and try, but it is clear to all, with no pulse, and pupils dilated, there is no sense in trying any more. And throughout
the back of the limousine, where the lone man fulfilled his destiny, is dried blood littered with shattered red rose petals. On the floor
lies a small bouquet of asters, and beside it is a pool of blood with three tattered, twisted, torn, blood-soaked red roses.
That future, which once looked as bright as the “Yellow Rose of Texas,” now passes the torch to the Great and very different one. An eternal flame now lights the skies for this lost Camelot, and what could have been. May it rest in peace.
Forty-nine years have passed since that fateful day in November. Memories of the John F. Kennedy presidency keep getting dimmer and dimmer. People who were alive then are aging, and new memories are transplanting
the old ones. I find it interesting that with all that happened during John’s presidency, there seem to be three
events that are remembered the most � John’s inauguration speech from 1961, the Cuban Missile Crisis of 1962,
and most often, John’s assassination by Lee Harvey Oswald in 1963.
The name of the red florist’s roses that were given to Jackie that day will probably be lost to time, but their
significance to this dark period in history has become legendary. This flower that we all know as the rose has special meaning to us all. They are as varied as the individuals we all are. Usually, roses symbolize all that is supposed to be good and right with the world, and the roses given to Jackie were no exception.
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(continued from page 6)
But, as often happens when history is written, these roses have evolved into a symbol memorializing this great
tragedy, and a world that was changed forever.
The Bethesda Naval Hospital is the last known place I was able to track the roses that were given to Jackie
that November morning. She tucked at least one of the blooms in the pocket of her blood-soaked suit, and brought
it back with her to Washington from Dallas. She gave it to John’s personal physician there.
I often question why I am so drawn to learn about history, and in particular, the Kennedy Assassination. And,
for the very, very long time it has been. John lived his entire life before I was born, and logically, that should exclude me from even caring about it. But, his assassination is at the heart of some unfinished “business” still
awaiting completion from my youth. My former Social Studies teacher used the assassination as a teaching tool
during my sophomore year in high school. I did not do very well in her class, and despised it. She used many unconventional techniques while teaching the class. Although I didn’t know it at the time, she did teach me a lot. She
taught the importance of being thorough with my work. She reminded me that all that is in this world may not be
as it seems, it was o.k. to question authority, and that it is sometimes a good thing to think “outside of the box” to
make a difference. While she may not have ever known it, her teachings were part of a major change in my life,
which led me to follow a road less travelled. While that road was a long and windy road, with many bumps, twists,
and turns along the way, it led me to my wife, Susan, and the two wonderful children we have together, Stephanie
and Tyler. It was my wife’s love of flowers, and in particular, the rose, which started that pathway to grow them.
This pathway has led me to the Rhode Island Rose Society, and all of the fabulous people who are part of it.
I have tried many times to grow Gene Boerner’s 'John F. Kennedy' rose. I long to have it in my garden as a
reminder of the tragic events from so long ago. But, as often is the case with tender hybrid tea roses in my zone
five garden, this rose refuses to give me more than a passing moment to be enjoyed. Winter is not kind to it, and
levels it to the ground every time I try to grow it. I must succumb to admiring it from afar.
When I was the rose show chair at Rhode Island Rose Society Show in 2009, I chose the 20th Century as a
theme to use for it. History again became front and center in my life. A few weeks before the show, I ran across a
book, The Torch is Passed . . . , at a yard sale for $2.00. In it, is a black-and-white picture of Jackie Kennedy smiling from ear to ear with her roses at Love Field. When I first saw the picture, I knew I had inadvertently stumbled
upon a story waiting to be told. It sent me back in time, and reminded me of my unfinished “business” still waiting
for me to complete. At the show, I put the book in my display of ephemera from the 20th Century.
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(continued from page 7)

I had it opened to the page with the picture of Jackie holding her roses. I put it in plain
view for everyone to see, and no one knew its real significance to me, until now.

“John F Kennedy’. Photo courtesy of Cliﬀ Orent.

20 the Century Ephemera Per Andy Vanable. Note the Jackie
Kennedy picture in the upper center. Photo courtesy of Andy
Vanable.

The Garden in November….
Elda Bielanski in Thousand Oaks has decided to remove all the grass from her garden and design a garden with a pathway and various points of interest. While looking at an old American Rose magazine at the
September Celebration, she found a picture of the ‘Peggy Martin’ rose. Jeri and Clay Jennings had brought
one for the rose sale and Elda snapped it up. (She also snapped up a ‘Black Jade’ from Bill Donaldson, but
that is another story.) In any case, she intends to spread the ‘Peggy Martin’ rose across a ten foot tall ‘vase’
of rebar with about a 12 foot spread. She expects to be finished with this project toward the end of the year.
Jeri and Clay Jennings in Camarillo have been reacting to the unconventional heat waves in October;
they intend to take some cuttings for plant distribution, feed here and there where necessary, and attend various conferences across the state. Since they do not prune at all in a conventional manner, they are less
concerned the dormancy factors.
Dan Bifano of Santa Barbara intends to rest in November and to permit his roses to do the same.
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(The Garden in November, continued from page 8)

Kim Rupert of Encino has been ruthlessly culling his own seedlings this year as well as seedlings of other
breeders that he had been using for various crosses. So it has been more and more mulch piles of seedlings
that will never become famous or even introduced. Even plants from his old friend Ralph Moore had joined
the exodus. He was able to place some plants with other collectors, but some plants just had to go—including
‘Anna Wheatcroft,’ ‘Inner Wheel,’ and ‘Lavender Pinocchio.’ Approximately 20 years of experimentation
were just jettisoned and, as of this date, Kim is enjoying the prospect of real paths in his rose garden.
Bud and Kay Jones of Santa Barbara are just monitoring their garden with a view to keeping he rose beds
free of leaves, rose petals, and insects. They have stopped deadheading with a mind to let rose hips inform the
rosebush that they deserve a rest after a long year of bloom in the Mediterranean climate. Water is also essential since November can be very ‘iffy’ in terms of rain. Bud advises other rosarians that the only way to plant
the new introductions coming up in January is to open a space by removing a plant that did not perform to expectations.
Hallie Blau of Thousand Oaks intends to plant the walking iris rhizomes that she bought at the Celebration
as well as repotting the spiky tomato plants to provide over-wintering insurance should the weather turn unexpectedly cold. She also purchased a ‘Mutabilis’ and ‘White Licorice’ at the Otto and Sons 40% off sale which
will go in the garden when the weather turns appropriate.
Barbara Osterberg of Oxnard has been growing worms with a view to harvesting the worm castings. She
notes that it takes a long time to separate the worms from the enriched product. Her three-tiered home for the
worms yielded box of castings measuring 2 and a half feet by 2 and a half feet from the first tier alone. To put
the enriched castings to test, she decided put a couple of tablespoons on a very tiny rose that she purchased
from the September Celebration—‘Leonie Lamesch.’ She chose ‘Leonie’ because it is in the polyantha class
and those roses does very well in her garden. She is hoping for a small miracle given that the plant seems so
unpromising at this point. She will also be applying the casings to various sites in her garden to see if there is
an appreciable difference between the treated and untreated areas.
Otherwise:
� Water your roses if Mother Nature is stingy in the next two months
� Be careful to watch for unexpected insect outbreaks—aphids on new growth and mites if we suffer from
Santa Ana winds
� Let your roses get ready for pruning—sometime in the time span between Thanksgiving and Valentine’s
Day
� Share your roses with non-believers so that one day they can wake up and smell the roses.

‘Leonie Lamesch’ Photo courtesy of Jim Delahanty.

‘White Licorice’. Photo courtesy of Weeks Roses.
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Sacramento’s Historic Rose Symposium
By Barbara Morse with Diane Carter and Janet Sklar

Three rose lovers, Janet Sklar, Diane Carter, and Barbara Morse spent the weekend of October 12, 13 and 14,
attending Sacramento’s Historic Rose Symposium. Friday evening the event began with a wine & cheese gathering in the Sacramento Garden Cemetery. Included, was a “lantern tour” of the Cemetery. Historic City
guides dressed in period costumes led us by lantern light to various old monuments and headstones where actors, posing as the buried person, told stories about his/her colorful life. To see the cemetery at night with
street lamps highlighting the old trees, headstones, and monuments, lent an elegant, haunting air to the experience. We recommend this regular city event to all.
On Saturday, arising bright and early, we arrived at the Auto Museum, for a full day that could have included
elegant old classic vehicles, but our focus was elegant heritage roses! Our group of about 100 participants
started with a warm welcome and opening presentation, “Once a Garden Cemetery” by Judy Eitzen. Judy explained the history of the 30-acre Cemetery, as well as the history of the 3-acre section known as the Historic
Rose Garden. A special award was presented to founder Barbara Oliva.
After a panel discussion by some of the Rose Garden founders, we heard a lecture of the “History of Roses and
Rose Nurseries in California” by Darrell Schramm. Then a highlight for three of us, was a presentation by
Santa Barbara Rose Society newsletter editor, Linda Buzzell, on “Santa Barbara’s Father Schoener-Priest,
Nurseryman, and Hybridizer”. This is a recent historical investigation and ongoing. Linda is asking anyone
having any information to add, to contact her. She showed an amazing old video of tree roses 8-15 feet high
that Father Schoener grew and propagated.
We were given specially designed bags full of literature, meals that were delicious, and abundant snacks. Tables were set up with items for sale: roses, books, shirts, and memberships in 3 heritage rose groups. And during breaks there was plenty of time to peruse the vintage vehicles as well as talk “roses”.

‘Mrs. B. R. Cant,’ a 1901 tea rose.
Photo by Barbara Morse.

Janet Sklar, Diane Carter and
Barbara Morse at the Sacramento
Symposium.

Judy Eitzen portraying an historic
ﬁgure during the Lantern Tour.
Photo by Janet Sklar.
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(Sacramento Symposium, continued from page 10)

In the afternoon we heard lectures on ”Hybrid Chinas and the Industrial Revolution” by Gregg Lowery, “Lost
Treasures still to be Found” by Fred Boutin, and “What’s ahead for the Historic Rose Garden?” by Anita
Clevenger. But what had us on the edge of our seats was the moment to gather to purchase the roses we had
been waiting for all day! How could we not go home without a rose? Would we get the one we wanted?
Clay Jennings with dog, held everyone at bay until the moment and then in Janet and Barbara went to grab
“Old Town Novato,” a Hybrid Perpetual. Janet also found “Elizabeth’s Red China” that Jeri Jennings said
she must get, and “Faded Pink Monthly,” a Noisette. Diane also found “Faded Pink Monthly,” as well as
“Grandmother’s Hat,” a Hybrid Perpetual, and ‘Mrs. Dudley Cross,’ a Tea. Success!
For a break until dinner, we walked through Old Town, strolling on the boardwalk and taking in the sights.
Our evening back at the Museum included a lovely dinner with wine and talk by Stephen Scanniello on Heritage Rose projects across the country. And he also presided over an additional live, “lively” auction. As we
left early, he sang out, ”sold to the three exiting the room!”
Sunday saw us back at the Cemetery under warm blue skies, strolling the lush shady grounds on our own,
checking out the roses for ones in bloom and to view ones we had purchased. There was a light bloom on
the remontant roses, enough to whet our appetite to return next spring to see all the roses blooming in abundance. What we did get to note was the enormous growth structure of the roses, the supports used, as well as
roses to remember for beautiful hips.
And last but not least, Janelle Michel and Fred Boutin treated us to a rose tour followed by a historic tour
with a city guide in period garb: it was a memorable closure to the roses and the spirits who remain for another visit. We highly recommend a visit to the garden or the Lantern Tours or next major Open Garden Day
scheduled for April 20, 2013.

“Louise Avenue,” ‘found’ in Granada
Hills. Photo by Barbara Morse

‘Mlle Blanche Laﬁtte,’ an 1851
Bourbon. Photo by Janet Sklar

“Old Town Novato,” a ‘found’ roses of
some distinction.

