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FEBRUARY 28, 2013

David Bassani Speaks On
Smart Tips for the Rose Garden
David Bassani, the
owner and operator of
Bassani Greenscapes,
Inc. is a transplanted
New Yorker who sought
warmer climes in relocating to southern California. A man of great
versatility, his original
occupations included
being a Founder’s coordinator for the Los Angeles Philharmonic Orchestra, a school teacher, and an insurance
agent.
His initial horticultural position was a
head designer for the
head of Walt Disney
Studios; from that day
to this, he has never had
to advertise, but the
business keeps on growing. Gardens and garden designs are the passion of his life and this
is reflected in his own
garden which includes

pomegranates, herbs,
oranges, and chard.
His involvement with
the horticultural world
includes being president
of the San Fernando

David Bassani

personal and professional associations with
growers, plantsmen, and
hybridizers all over the
Southland.
His talk to the VCRS
will include references
to companion plantings,
tips for wise water consumption, and concepts
of visual appreciation of
the attributes of a rose
garden or a garden with
roses. David’s presentations will incorporate
his talents as a brilliant
garden designer as well
as the practical insights
of a landscape contractor.

Valley Rose Society,
member of the Board of
Directors of the Beverly
Hills Rose Society, a
permanent member of
the International Rose
Trials at Rose Hills in
Whittier as well as both

Doors open: 6:30 p.m.….Program starts: 7:30 p.m.
Ventura Education Conference Center
5100 Adolfo Rd., Camarillo.
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Desiderata...
DUES!!!
Dues! Technically, all dues became in arrears on the first day of January, 2013 because the Ventura County Rose Society
operates on the calendar year. As of late January, only one � third of the membership had ponied up for 2013 dues. The
matter is very simple. Dues comprise some 40% of the operating revenue for the VCRS each year. The cost per family
(address) is $20.00 per year. If you joined the society in the last quarter of 2012, then your dues for 2013 are considered to
be paid in full.
Otherwise, it is necessary to send a check for $20 to
Earl Holst, Treasurer
P.O.Box. 102
Agoura Hills, CA 91376
‘
Of course, you could come to a meeting and give Earl cash. He likes cash.
ARRANGEMENT WORKSHOP!!!
Fair Friends of Roses sponsor the 16th Annual Arrangements Workshop at the Floriculture Building, Ventura Fairgrounds,
10 West Harbor Blvd, Ventura, CA from 10: 00 .am. To 3:00 p.m. The Topic is Modern Arrangements with Marylou Coffman and Helen Baird as Instructors. Bring: warm clothes, clippers, and low or high containers. FFoR will provide flowers,
greens, coffee, Danish and lunch.
The Cost if $20.00 Please make reservations by March 12, 2013 with Barbara Schneider, 253 McKee St. Ventura CA, 93001
or call: 805.648.7322.
(Desiderata continued on page 8.)

FEBRUARY IN THE ROSE GARDEN….
January did a number on rosarians since the mild weather predicted turned into a an ice box of cold dry temperatures. Temperatures were just above freezing when the Annual OGR and Modern Pruning Demos began
on January 12th. February is predicted to be slightly warmer than usual with a cold spell at the end of the
month with probably snow, and freezing temperatures over the Grapevine. Your pruning of modern roses
should be complete by the middle of the month. (What if you are not finished? In that case, your rose bushes will grow unsightly and ungainly, and the Rose Police, a newly empowered branch of the government, will
cite you for fragrant felony abuse of a rose.) (The February Garden continued on page 7.)
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LEFT: Jeri and Clay Jennings, longtime VCRS members, lead off the
pruning demonstration at the Stagecoach Inn in near freezing temperatures. They did both OGRs and climbing roses. Photo by Ken Osterberg.
RIGHT: Earl Holst, demonstrates
pruning techniques appropriate to Modern Roses—hybrid teas, floribundas,
polyanthas and miniatures. Even by
mid-morning, the temperatures were
still hovering in the chilly forties. Photo by Ken Osterberg.

LEFT: Sue Rosecrans and Kathy Ayers,
supervisors of the Stagecoach Inn Museum Rose Garden, were among the 45
people who came to the pruning demonstration. Photo by Ken Osterberg.

RIGHT: Some of the attendees at the
Pruning Demonstration on January
12th, including Pat Price, a member
recruited onsite. Photo by Jeri Jennings.
‘

Tom Carruth, curator of the
Huntington Rose Garden, addresses
the VCRS . Photo by Ken Osterberg.

The 2012 ‘ATTA’s Award Winners: From left: Ken and Barbara Osterberg, Irene
Pashalides, Carole and Charles Russell, and Nell August. Barbara Morse was
absent. Photo courtesy of Chiyoko Tanger.
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Article and photos by Eydie Osaki

A few years ago I spent an afternoon with my amigo, Sergio Aguilar, in his lovely garden at his home in
Santa Ana. Sergio taught me about “finger pruning.” This little garden task can save you loads of time in
the garden.
Finger pruning involves removing, with your fingers, some of the tender new growth or bud eyes, just
two weeks after a major prune to promote a healthier plant by springtime. Bud eyes are the small pimple
like protrusions found on the surface of a cane. These bud eyes eventually develop into small shoots and
then a new cane. The basic rules of finger pruning are:
• Remove all the new growth that is growing toward the center of the plant to promote good air circulation just as you would when you are doing a major prune.
• Remove any bud eyes or shoots you think will eventually
cross each other when fully grown.
• Where there are a group of four or five shoots growing in
one area, remove all but one or two shoots which will produce
stronger canes.
• Remove any new growth that is at the base of the rose and facing
downward. This prevents bent canes. This is especially important if
you are planning to exhibit or like to cut roses for arrangements for
your home, as this insures straight canes.
Remove growth toward the center
of the rosebush.

Finger pruning can be done anytime throughout the year but is especially beneficial to the plant after a major prune. Finger pruning is
easy to do and healthy for the plant. It prevents disease and produces a
cleaner looking bush. Try your hand at finger pruning, its fun and you
don’t need any expensive tools, just your fingers. Don’t forget to protect
your arms to avoid scratches as you are reaching inside the bush. Have
fun!
Eydie Osaki, is a Consulting Rosarian living in Fountain Valley, California. This article originally appeared in the Orange County Rose
Gazette, April, 2010, Carolyn Elgar, Ed.

Remove new growth that
might cross each other.
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the last of the AARS Roses.

‘Francis Meilland’ is the 203rd and final rose in the long legacy of
All-America Rose Selection (AARS) winners. ‘Francis Meilland’ will forever have the distinction of being the only hybrid tea that won AARS under no spray conditions. It is a gorgeous fragrant white hybrid tea with
pink highlights. It has strong vigor and with its long stems and thick petals
will make an excellent and long lasting cut flower.
I had the privilege of attending the Great Rosarians of the World
(GROW) - East (held in New York City) this past June where Alain Meilland was honored as the 2012 GROW recipient for his lifetime of contributions to roses. Being able to showcase the Francis Meilland rose, named
after his father, as the last AARS winner at this event was very special. A ‘Francis Meilland,’ 2013 AARS winner.
Photo courtesy of Conard� Pyle.
gorgeous bouquet was flown in from the California production fields of
Conard Pyle with ‘Francis Meilland’ as the prominent rose to grace the
stage. Alain’s late father Francis Meilland is most famous for breeding the landmark rose ‘Peace.’
Alain took over the company at the young age of 18 after his father’s battle with health issues and
premature death in 1958. Alain gave a wonderful program with lots of historic pictures, the story and milestones of his family’s rose nursery, and leading figures and events in the rose world.
Alain and his mother, Louisette, for decades had the desire to name a rose in honor of Francis. They
wanted the rose to be very special and as perfect as possible to reflect their love for Francis and his contributions to the rose world. Francis helped spearhead the effort to bring plant breeders rights to Europe. After
these many years and the death of Louisette, Alain finally felt there was a rose of high enough quality and of
the traditional hybrid tea style so loved by Francis to carry his name. It is especially historic that the last
AARS winner of all will be ‘Francis Meilland ,’ named in honor of the man who gave us ‘Peace.’ ‘Peace’ revitalized the waning hybrid tea class of roses in the 1940s with its vigor, stature, and performance. ‘Francis
Meilland’ as a no spray winning AARS rose will hopefully serve as another milestone revitalizing the hybrid
tea class of roses and serving as the beginning of a new era of healthier hybrid teas.
The path of ‘Francis Meilland’ to AARS royalty
‘Francis Meilland’ (aka code name 09R201) was planted in the AARS trials in 2009 and evaluated for
2009 and 2010. During this timeframe, I was an AARS judge at Lyndale Park and scored it. I distinctly remember it among the dozens of entries for its vigor, large flowers, and strong performance. In January 2011
the decision was made for ‘Francis Meilland’ to be a 2013 winner. The lag time allows for propagation material from Conard Pyle (the introducing US company who works with the House of Meilland) to be shared with
other nurseries during the summer of 2011. Rootstock was budded during the summer of 2011, plants allowed
to grow the summer of 2012, and then two-year field grown plants will be available for sale in 2013. Due to its
strong vigor, ‘Francis Meilland’ does well own-root as well and Conard
Pyle has propagated it both ways. This spring we should be able to purchase bareroot plants of ‘Francis Meilland’ as either an own-root or grafted plant.
This article originally appeared in the January, 2013 issue of the Twin Cities Rosarian, Susan Youngdahl, ed. David Zlesak is a hybridizer, professor of horticulture
at the University of Wisconsin at River Falls, and the coordinator of the Northern
Earthkind trials.

Alain Meilland, 2012 Great Rosarian
of the World. Photo by David Zlesak
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Six Roses for Valentine’s Day:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FuTxNE-49aU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tgE_thDgT5o
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4FyzxhLWUxY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_2D7nXEBjSY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=N2KystwKYt4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=N2KystwKYt4
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(The February Garden, continued from page 2)
Bud Jones of Santa Barbara reminds everyone NOT to fertilize newly planted roses until after the first bloom cycle and newly pruned roses until March. Dan
Bifano of Santa Barbara spends some time recovering from pruning in January
and fussing over newly planted bare root roses; he covers them with a mulch to
protect them from warm, drying winds common this time of the year. The paper
bags that shape the mulch over the plants is removed when there is new growth.
Hetty Shurtleff of Santa Barbara reports that she is engaged in finger pruning
of new growth toward the center of the plant, and checking the irrigation system
for replacement or repair; (apparently her gardener has a heavy foot!) She also
plans to buy bags of lady bugs and give them to her neighbors, thus assuring that
they will come in her yard and gobble up aphids. She must also find room for
‘Ketchup and Mustard,’ ‘Aloha Hawaii,’ and ‘Bolero.’.
Barbara Osterberg in Oxnard found that her plans for removing poor performers in her rose garden were thwarted by the miscreants suddenly producing
vigorous blooms, explosive new growth, and great promise for the season. However, her defoliation of yellowing leaves on newer acquisitions gives her confidence as to their future. Jeri Jennings of Camarillo was delighted to see some of
the roses self-defoliate after turning golden in unison with the wisteria. Tea roses
greeted the cold spell with full flushes of bloom—’Mme Berkeley,’ ’Lady Hillingdon,’ and ’G.Nabonnand.’ Some “found” roses like “Old Town Novato’ went bare,
but others like “Forest Ranch Pom-Pom” displayed new foliage.
Elda Bielanski of Thousand Oaks in the midst of renovating her garden plans
to weed. Then she plans to prune. Then she plans to weed. Plant new roses.
Weed. (Do you see a cycle there?) Barbara Morse of Thousand Oaks plans
repairs to the irrigation system, deterrents to the rabbits attacking her snow peas,
and awaits the roses she ordered. In the meantime, she plans to purchase more
dahlias for an April planting because they bloom so abundantly in Ventura County.
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Desiderata continued from page 2)
Attention: Consulting Rosarians: Pacific Southwest Rose District Director Hal Reynolds announces that a
major school for CRs, horticultural judges and arrangement judges will be held in Phoenix, AZ this coming
July with certifications in those categories available. While there will not be a rose show, an official hotel, a
banquet or the other accoutrements of a convention, there will be talks about roses, roses, and more talk about
roses with optional lunches available. Details will be forthcoming.
District Convention: The Pacific Southwest District Convention will be held from Friday, May 3rd through
Sunday, May 5th, 2013 a the Carlsbad by the Sea Resort, 850 Palomar Airport Rd, Carlsbad, CA. The Convention website is: www.pswd2013.com/home.hrml. The Convention Chair is Diana Kilmer, convention
@pswd2013.com and the Rose Show Chair is Walt Kilmer rosehow@pswd2013.com.
SEPTEMBER CELEBRATION Update: Earl Holst, the VCRS treasurer, reports that the September Celebration brought in over eleven hundred dollars, with three hundred representing a profit margin. Additional
profits will be obtained through the merchandising of the remaining roses from the sale. The Winter edition
of the ARS OGR and Shrub Gazette carried a feature on the origins and development of the September Celebration.
Nell’s Muffins: as distributed at the Pruning Demo on January 12th.

2 eggs
¾ cup vegetable oil
¼ cup milk
2 tsp. vanilla
2 cups Gold Medal all-purpose flour
1 cup packed brown sugar
2 tsps. baking soda

2 tsps. ground cinnamon
½ tsp. salt
1 and ½ cup shredded carrots
1 cup shredded peeled apple
½ cup coconut
½ cup raisins
¾ cup sliced almonds (or pecans or walnuts)

Heat oven to 350 degrees. Place paper backing cup in each of 18 regular-size muffin cups, or grease with shortening or cooking
spray.
In large bowl, beat eggs, oil, milk and vanilla with a wire whisk until well blended. Add flour, brown sugar, baking soda, cinnamon and salt; stir just until dry ingredients are moistened. Stir in carrots, apple, coconut, raisins and ½ cup of the nuts.
Divide batter evenly among muffin cups, filling each about ¾ full. Sprinkle remaining ¼ cup nuts over batter.
Bake 20 to 25 minutes or until toothpick inserted in center comes out clean. Cool 5 minutes; remove from pan.
(Nell uses 1 cup all purpose flour and 1 cup of whole wheat flour).
Recipe copyright to General Mills 2011.
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Rose Pruning Demo by Pat Price
On January 12, 2013 I attended the Gold Coast Heritage Rose Group and the Ventura County Rose Society
pruning demonstration for both Old Garden Roses (OGRs) and modern roses which was held at the Stagecoach Inn Museum Rose Garden. This was a wonderful opportunity for me to be introduced to rose care in
the southwest. I have recently moved here from the northeast where I DID grow both modern and some old
garden roses. Having been internet friends with Jim Delahanty and Jeri Jennings for a number of years, I had
learned a fair amount about growing roses, but have come to discover that rose care back there is a bit different than it is here. I inherited quite a few modern roses at my new residence, so this demonstration was particularly timely.
My first stop was at Jeri and Clay Jennings’ table which was filled with just about any tool one would need to
take care of roses. Though I only own a couple of these tools, I do have a good pair of Felco #6 pruners. And
thanks to Clay’s demonstration of Diamond Tool Sharpeners, I now know how to keep them sharp for years to
come. So with my basic equipment of Felco’s and long leather gauntlet gloves, I’m set to go.
Next came the pruning demos. Clay took on the climbers, but since I don’t have any at present, I stayed with
Jeri for a tour of the old roses. The most important thing I learned was what NOT to prune, and if you have
to, how to do it without murdering the plant. I didn’t know that so many OGRs don’t like to be pruned. It
was also interesting to learn that so many OGRs have more than one name…like one of Jeri’s favorites,
“Grandmother’s Hat.” I can’t remember the other names for it, but it had at least 2 if I remember correctly.
Finally, I attended Earl Holst's demonstration of pruning modern roses-- hybrid teas, floribundas and minis.
I found it interesting that many people de-leaf them when pruning. Nature does that for us in the northeast! I
was pleased to discover that I have actually been pruning them correctly lo these many years. And, I came
away with the demo mini, ‘Lo ‘n Behold,’ a lovely little yellow rose.
My last stop was at the sale table, where I became the proud owner of the mini mentioned above as well as
‘Golden Celebrations’ and a tiny little ‘Rita Sammons.’

And finally, I joined the VCRS!!

‘Lo & Behold,’ a miniﬂora. Photo
courtesy of Nor’East Miniatures.

‘Rita Sammons, a pink polyantha.
Photo by Cliﬀ Orent.

‘Golden Celebration, an Austin
shrub. Photo by Jeri Jennings.
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SAVE THE DATE! Sail to the Sunny Caribbean with ARS!!!
February 2, 2014 - The American Rose Society is sponsoring a Member Cruise and we want you to sail with us!!
Your local society will receive $25 for every Cabin booked by your local society members (2 passengers/cabin).
During the 3 days at sea there will be a series of lectures by ARS Rose Experts including an Arrangements/Design workshop, programs on Horticultural Judging and topics related to growing great roses. Programs will qualify respectively for auditing credit for
Judges and Consulting Rosarians.
So make your plans now to leave the winter behind and sail away to the sunny Caribbean with ARS!
For reservations please contact Dan Lupton - CruiseOne & Associates, 1-800-344-9283, dlupton@cruiseone.com
For additional information contact - Pat Shanley, pshanley@aol.com
The Epic - Norwegian Cruise Lines - sailing 02/02/2014
Sails out of Miami: The Epic, one of Norwegians new MEGA ships, sails out of Miami for 7 nights. The 155,873 ton ship

carries 4100 guests. This ship was launched in 2010, with all the latest innovations and entertainment. This ship has so
much to offer it can be the destination itself!
Inside cabins $772.96
No Outside cabins,
Balcony cabin $1102.96
Each price includes all taxes & fees. Gratuities are not included.
Sunday,
02/02/2014 Miami - Departs 4:00 PM (Must be on board 2 hours prior )
Monday,
02/03/2014 - Day at Sea
Tuesday, 02/04/2014 - Ocho Rios, Jamaica
Wednesday,02/05/2014 - Day at Sea
Thursday, 02/06/2014 - Costa Maya, Mexico
Friday,
02/07/2014 - Cozumel, Mexico
Saturday, 02/08/2014 - Day at Sea
Sunday,
02/09/2014-8:00AM - Miami (should not arrange departing flights before noon)

Be sure to mark your calendar on March 14th. It
is the March monthly
meeting at which Connie
Estes will present a program on Latin and Greek
for the modern gardening
and companion plantings.
April 25 will bring Tony
Hepton, landscape designer extraordinaire to
present ideas and memes
to enliven the Spring garden scene.

