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Tom Carruth Speaks On
The Future of the Huntington Rose Gardens
Tom Carruth is a transplanted Texan who realized a childhood dream
of becoming a rose hybridizer. To this end he
obtained a BA in Horticulture and an MA in
Plant Breeding from
Texas A&M in the mid1970’s. After working
with rose giants Bill
Warriner of J&P and
Jack Christensen of
Armstrong Garden Centers, Tom became the
Director of Research
and Marketing at Weeks
Roses from 1987
through early 2012.

ing, photography and
website development.
His breeding program
emphasized disease resistance, fragrance, novelty and attractive
growth habits. ‘Julia
Child’ is a good example of a rose with strong
disease resistance, fragrance, novelty and
world wide acceptance
as a rose of merit. ‘Ebb
Tide’ was the first in a
color range of deep purple and the color range
of such introductions as
‘Cinco de Mayo’ and
‘Hot Cocoa’ defied the
talents of even the most
gifted of writers.

‘Memorial Day,’
‘Neptune,’ Betty Boop’
and ‘Fourth of July.’
Tom’s retirement from
Weeks opened the door
to a new role as the E.
L. and Ruth B. Shannon
Curator of the Rose Collection at the Huntington Botanical Gardens.
He is tasked with renovating the rose garden to
equal the splendor of the
other spectacular gardens at the Huntington.

The position at Weeks
involved wearing many
different hats including
rose breeding, catalog
Among his 100 introcopy descriptions, cata- ductions and 84 plant
log design and market- patents are ‘Chihuly,’

Pam Solokian
Copyright,
2002
All rights reserved.

Doors open: 6:30 p.m.….Program starts: 7:30 p.m.
Ventura Education Conference Center
5100 Adolfo Rd., Camarillo.
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Desiderata….
DUES! DUES!! DUES!!! Ventura County Rose Society dues operate on the calendar year; thus
dues for 2013 became payable on the 1st of January. Except for those souls who paid their dues at the
Holiday Party in December, everyone else is in arrears. You can resolve this embarrassing dilemma by
sending a check for $20 to Earl Holst, P.O. Box 102, Agoura Hills, CA 91376. Do not wait for the annual phone call from Connie Estes, or the groveling email from Jim Delahanty, or the pictures of roses
damaged by deranged gophers posted on your front door. Act now before the Board of Directors get
desperate.
The VCRS Budget 2013: The Ventura County Rose Society Board of Directors approved a 2013
budget submitted by Treasurer Earl Holst on December 29. The budget must be approved by a vote of the
membership at the regular February monthly meeting. The budget is reprinted on page five.
NEWSLETTER LANDMARK: If you look carefully at the front page of this newsletter, you will note that
the volume number now reads: 20. Yes, this is the twentieth year of publication for The Ventura Rose. The
first editor of the newsletter in the 1980’s was Kim Leach; she was followed by Jeri Jennings in the 90’s
through the beginning the 21st century; Sue Munday held down the fort for 3 years, followed by Brian Keele,
whose term was cut short by a move to Oregon. The newsletter editor for the last seven years has been Jim
Delahanty. Over the years, numerous members of the VCRS have won citations for Awards of Merit—
recognition by the American Rose Society of writing of high standards of excellence. Current members who
have won AOMs include: Ingrid Wapelhorst, Barbara Osterberg, Jeri Jennings, Jim Delahanty, and Cliff
Orent. (continued on page four)

January in the Garden…
First and foremost: Will there be enough rain to disconnect the sprinkler system? The short answer is: NO.
Although December was influenced by an El Nino to the extent that the ground was intermittently soggy, the
amounts of rain were not significant—only reaching less than 3 inches of rain for most parts of the Southland.
Predictions for January through March are for periods of Santa Ana’s cold but dry weather, with a few storms
which will water northern and central California but will leave the Southland in its usual need for supplemental hand watering or some other irrigation system. The best prediction as to temperatures was: yes, no
and maybe; the National Weather Service indicated in the middle of December that there was a 33% change
of slightly higher temperatures, a 33% chance of lower temperatures, and a 34% change of not much change
in temperatures. However, the short-term forecast for the Pruning Demonstration on January 12 at the Stagecoach Inn is for a temperature range of 35 to 54 with bright sunshine. (continued on page six)
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Diana Kilmer, right, describes some of
the gardens that she and her husband
(Walt, left) have visited in the course of
their journeys as international rose judges. Below, Roz Thebaud, acting president for November, introduces the couple. All pictures by Ken Osterberg.

Right, attendees at the VCRS Holiday
Party in December. Below, a wrapped
gift with decorative rose. Pictures by
Dawn-Marie Johnson.

ABOVE:THE VCRS IN PICTURES—NOVEMBER, DECEMBER OF 2012. Below, roses of Tom Carruth.

Purple Heart, F. 1999

Memorial Day, HT 2004

Julie Newmar, HT, 2003
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(Desiderata continued from page two)

Pruning Demonstration…

For the 12th time the Gold Coast Heritage Rose Group and the Ventura County Rose Society will co-sponsor
a pruning demonstration for both Old Garden Roses (OGRs) at 9:00 a.m. and modern roses at 10:30 a.m. on
January 12, 2013 at the Stagecoach Inn Museum Rose Garden, 51 South Ventu Park Rd., Newbury Park, Ca.
(The Museum and Rose Gardens are one mile south of the 101.) This the only pruning demonstration in
southern California with especial attention to OGRs. Jim Delahanty, past president of the VCRS and a Master Rosarian will Introduce concepts of Rose Pruning. Jeri and Clay Jennings, founders of Gold Coast Heritage Rose Group will discuss pruning Chinas, Teas, Noisettes and Climbers. Earl Holst, long time treasurer
of the VCRS and an accredited CR will demonstrate how to pruning Modern Hybrid Teas, Floribundas, and
Miniatures. The rain date is January 19, 2013 at the same times.

Great Rosarians of the World� West:
The 2013 Great Rosarians of the World—West will take place at the Huntington Gardens in San Marino on
Saturday, February 2nd, 2013 from 1:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. with a reception following. The honorees this
year are Dr. Walter Lewis, senior botanist of the Missouri Botanical Garden for his work on species roses
and Dr. Malcolm Manners, of Florida State University for his work on rose mosaic virus. If you are interested in attending, reservations are required: tickets are $10. 00 each; they can be obtained by calling
626.405.3504.
VCRS AWARDS FOR 2012:

Ventura County Rose Society Awards were given at the Holiday party in December. No Bronze Medal was
awarded for 2012. However, several ‘ATTA’ awards were given to the following members for the reasons
so indicated:
Barbara Osterberg: For taking over the care, feeding and sales of roses at the September Celebration.
Ken Osterberg: For supplying the newsletter with pictures of VCRS events over the calendar year.
Barbara Morse & Irene Pashiledes: For sharing the responsibility for the Hospitality at the monthly meetings.
Nell August: for taking over the supervision of the food preparation and display at the September Celebration.
Charles and Carole Russell: For volunteer work at the Stagecoach Inn Museum Rose Garden.
The ‘Atta’ Awards supplement the ARS awards by recognizing individual achievements for the society in the
course of a particular calendar year. The awards are generally accompanied by a $50 dollar gift certificate to
a rose nursery. This year’s recipients received gift certificates to Burlington Rose Nursery, a long time contributor to the Auctions and September Celebrations.
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The VCRS 2013 Budget as proposed by the Board on December 27, 2012
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( The January 2013 garden, continued from page 2)

The other big issues this month concern pruning policies and dormant spraying. There are as many theories
of pruning as there are rosarians, ranging from the closely controlled agenda and practices of those who exhibit roses (better but fewer bloom in time for the second flush of blooms in the April rose shows) to the Bob
Edberg (pruning roses is like amputating your children). Dormant spraying as a means of deterring overwintering fungi and pests seems to run significantly behind the priority given to pruning and many VCRS rosarians never really get around to it.
Dan Bifano of Santa Barbara as befits a professional gardener and landscape designer starts pruning in the
middle of January and continues on to dormant spraying twice as well as cleaning the rose beds of all debris.
He anticipates that the December cold and rain induced decent dormancy and the roses are getting a good rest.
The consequence will be spectacular spring growth. Bud and Kay Jones of Santa Barbara recommend that
special attention be paid to removing dead, damaged and diseased canes with a view to strengthening the
overall health of the rose. They also stress that there are different requirements for pruning modern roses
compared to Old Garden Roses (OGRS); (the general rule is that less is more with OGRs.) Bud also believes
that it is important not to let too much time elapse between the completion of pruning chores and the initiation
of dormant spraying, lest new growth start to emerge and be damaged by the dormant spray. You might also
consider covering the bud union of HTs and other grafted roses with mulch to preserve moisture stolen from
the plants by desiccating winter winds. Hetty Shurtleff also of Santa Barbara starts to prune on New
Year’s Day and hopes to finish before the end of February. If she runs short of time, a rough triage lets the
OGRS take care of themselves; naturally, those that require trimming get attention particularly if the canes
pose an inconvenience. Climbers and roses with nasty armature ( ‘The Vampire,’ anyway?) get shunted off to
the very last pruning priorities. Hetty’s experience with fewer disease problems associated with dormancy
spraying has convinced her to allocate enough time to engage in it this year.
Paddy Ruzella in Ventura has allocated January for pruning chores but does not anticipate that she will have
enough time for dormant spraying, since time seems to become more inflexible with every passing year. Now
that the holiday festivities and visitors have departed, she finally hopes to get to the weeds out and holes for
new roses dug. She especially appreciates that the rain so far in her community has been ‘soft’ and likely to
run into the ground rather than run off into the ocean.
. Peggy Black maintains the Rose Garden at the Veteran’s Home in
Ventura where there are plans to expand the five dozen roses with a new
rectangular bed, although all plans are subject to change; this year she let
the shrubs and climbers produce a show of hips and was delighted with
the lovely clusters of ‘Route 66.’ Peggy has downsized her rose garden
in Oxnard to some 80 roses which she hopes to prune entirely in January. For her the hardest part of pruning is the stripping of the leaves afterward and the disposal of them. Since she does maintain some plants
with rust, she also sprays with an antifungal formulation to discourage its
return in the spring or fall. (continued on page seven)
‘Route 66, Carruth, 2001. Photo
courtesy of Weeks Roses
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( The January 2013 Garden, continued from page six)
Jeri and Clay Jennings of Camarillo have been traveling over the holidays, but this has not interfered with
the pruning plans which are mostly directed to trimming and neatening. Only a few roses will be pruned and
even fewer defoliated. More attention will be paid to rose removal in order to make room for some “found”
roses with exceptional disease resistance.
Barbara Morse in Thousand Oaks decided to start pruning in December and was nearly finished with her 52
roses in containers as well as two climbers. She then plans to prune 11 huge David Austin roses in her Las
Flores Community Garden. Afterwards she will hire a couple of day laborers to move her 52 twenty-four inch
containers from the back patio to the driveways for rehabilitation of the container environment; this means she
will trim back the old soil and roots, add new soil, repot and dormant spray the roses along with the potted
dwarf peaches and nectarines and espaliered apple trees on two walls. If the rain shows up as promised, she
will then devote her time to plots of snow peas, sugar snaps, lettuces, Swiss chard, and flowers. Eventually all
the pots have to be moved back to the patio, but the promise of winter and spring is so overwhelming positive,
that nothing seems impossible.

Elda Bielanski of Thousand Oaks has torn out all the grass in her garden
in order to maximize the number of roses that can be planted. Her special
rose this year is the “Peggy Martin” rose—one of the survivors of Hurricane
Karina. Elda plants to feature it growing within a mushroom shaped vase
some 9 feet tall and fourteen feet wide. Given the vigor and strength of this
rose bush, it shouldn’t take long at all. Elda received the rose bush from Jeri
and Clay Jennings who received the rose bush directly from Peggy Martin
herself.
“Peggy Martin Rose” Photo
courtesy of Janelle Michel

Colleen Cason of Thousand Oaks denies any intention of taking a break from her garden, partially because
all of her backyard roses have to be put in wire baskets to save them from predators and partially because she
is adding a new rose bed in order to get all of the smallest roses out of pots where they pose a nearly insuperable watering task in the summer heat. (continued on page eight)
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(The January 2013 Garden, continued from page seven).

Hallie Blau, also of Thousand Oaks, is taking the opposite tack; she
plans to take a rest and just watch the roses bloom despite the weather—
‘White Licorice,’ ‘Hannah Ruby,’ ‘Gourmet Popcorns,’ as well as the
‘Icebergs’ and ‘Double Knockouts.’ Despite the winter months,
‘Mutabilis’ keeps on pumping out blooms like most roses classified as a
china are wont to do in southern California. New plans for this year include testing out avocado mulch and moving to a 3, 6, 9 feeding calendar.
Living on a hill at the end of a canyon between Santa Paula and Ojai,
Connie Estes in Santa Paula reminds us that all rules and insights into
rose garden techniques have to be adapted to the micro climate you live
‘White Licorice,’ Bedard, 2010. Photo
in. Were she to prune any earlier than late January, freezing temperacourtesy of Weeks Roses.
tures could kill all the new growth generated by early pruning and weaken
the rose bushes undoing the therapeutic benefits from the pruning in the first place. In Simi Valley Dan Tyson, as befits any successful landscaper plans his January for pruning, dormant spraying and potting up roses
into larger containers as the roses indicate such a need. He also plants to expand his rose collection while still
maintaining it at a manageable size. Best of all, he plans to become more active with the VCRS!

Janet Sklar’s new rose bed. Photo
courtesy of Janet Sklar.

Janet Sklar in Northridge thinks that it will take all of January to finish
pruning her 275 roses. This year she is conserving the clippings so as to
provide cuttings for roses that people might want. She is adopting Kim
Rupert’s ‘burrito’ method to see how that works out in connection with
pruning. She does not dormant spray. Latterly she has been collecting
her neighbor’s sycamore tree leaves as they blow into her garden; she
grinds them up in a small chipper to provide mulch for her garden. This
year, however, the winds seem not to favor that distribution, so they
amount of mulch has been diminished accordingly. She created a new
bed in her garden for roses she purchased at the VCRS ‘September Celebration’ and the Sacramento Historic Garden Symposium. The new roses include: “Benny Lopez,” “Old Town Novato,” “Elizabeth’s Red China,” ‘Pookah’ and ‘La Marne.’

Finally, Jim Delahanty in Sherman Oaks is in the process of downsizing his garden significantly. If you
would like to take a rose or two, there will be an open house on the 3rd of February from 1 p.m. until 3 p.m. If
you decide to attend, please be aware that the roses are on several terraces and require non-slip shoes and informal attire. Let him know you are coming otherwise you won’t know where he is located.
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GOOD GARDEN IDEAS

Lever rather than faucet. Photo
courtesy of Janet Sklar

By JANET SKLAR

‘ Knob Faucets to Levers’: This past year I had an outdoor faucet with a
hose attached that dripped and did not turn off completely. I needed to
call a plumber. The plumber said sweetly, as he looked at me, that he
recommends that ‘older’ people, or those people with arthritis, should
convert their round knob outdoor faucets to levers. I decided to try it and
was delighted – easy, quick, full-turnoff – my new lever faucet was a
dream to use. I did not have to check twice to make sure I turned the
knob all the way. Well, I had my remaining three outdoor faucets converted to levers. You can buy left side, right side, or left-and-right side
levers. I have one that goes either way because the faucet is located in a
climbing rose bush. If you are handy, this could probably be done without a plumber, but it was well worth the cost.

Thanks to ‘Fine Gardening’ Magazine, December 2012 issue, my
coiled 25 foot hose is no longer in the walkway. I adapted their idea
of using a small 2 foot PVC pipe piece; however, I added a piece of
rebar inside it to secure it in the ground. I stood the rebar and PVC
pipe up near the faucet and put my hose on it. Hooray, a neat way to
store my hose when not using it and not having it all tangled up. Also,
it has the benefit of reducing liability in case someone should trip
over the tangled up hose or its snaggles.
If you don’t like the look of the “white” pipe, you can spray it green
or brown – but that is good idea for another column. And the colors
noted hardly exhaust the possibilities.
PVC Pipe with inserted rebar. Photo
courtesy of Janet Sklar

‘Garden Gaiters’ designed by a Rosarian in Orange County protects my arms during deadheading and pruning roses. These arm
protectors are well worth the $17.99 with free shipping. They are
made of thorn-proof fabric and my arms are protected from prickles. They are easy to put on over your gloves and close with Velcro at your wrist. They come in two sizes – shorter or long arm. I
have the shorter green one. Look for it at
www.gardengaiters.com .
Try these ideas on for size. If they work for you, remember that I
said that they were a good thing. Janet Sklar
Garden gaiter arm protection. Photo
courtesy of Harvey Sklar.

