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This Month’s Program: Thursday, June 27, 2013

DANIELLE

HAHN on

Roses! Roses! Roses!

Danielle Hahn, this
month’s speaker, grew
up in Santa Barbara, attended Stanford University where she acquired
a degree in Psychology,
and eventually returned
to the local area in 1978.
She opened a number
of retail stores while
also creating a specialized gift service catering
to the entertainment
industry.
Shortly before the turn
of the century she and
her husband, Bill, decided to expand the operations of the family avocado farm into a boutique rose business with
the addition of 1000
garden roses. That enterprise has expanded to
include over twenty

times that number servicing a cut flower
business that is nationwide, an international

Danielle Hahn, owner of
Rose Story Farm.

garden design service
and a rose garden site
available for weddings
and other social events.
In addition to managing
the various aspects of

this endeavor, she also
leads tours of the 15
acre farm twice weekly
and sponsors seminars
focused on rose culture,
garden design and flower arrangements.
The farm was named
‘Rose Story Farm’ because the name encapsulated major memes in
the life and experiences
of the owners and directors of the farm. “We
encourage clients, visitors, and friends to exchange their rose stores
with us, and in this way,
to share what we find
romantic, passionate,
joyful and sustaining.”
Come share the love of
the rose.

Doors Open 6:30 p.m.….Program starts: 7:30 p.m.
Pam Solokian
Copyright,
2002
All rights reserved.

Ventura County Education Conference Center
5100 Adolfo Rd. Camarillo
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Desiderata...
District Challenge Trophy:
The VCRS Board of Directors unanimously agreed to sponsor a District Challenge Trophy for the annual District Convention. The trophy would require three polyantha sprays of one cultivar in a single container. The
financing of the trophy ($50 a year) would be undertaken by private subscription and would not be a financial
burden on the society finances. The proposal will be forwarded to the District Director Hal Reynolds; most
likely, the proposal would be voted on at the next District Convention meeting at the San Diego National Convention in May of 2014.
Weekend of Roses:
A ‘Weekend of Roses’ is an event sponsored by the Pacific Southwest District on the weekend of July 27 and
28 in Mesa, AZ at the Mesa Community College, 1833 Southern Avenue.
There are no hotel fees, no banquets, no meal requirements. These items are left to the discretion of the attendees (although there are luncheon options available for $15 on both Saturday and Sunday). Saturday is devoted to horticultural issues and Sunday to arrangements. Details will follow on page 10 of the newsletter.
The Saturday morning session carries four hours of C.R. credit.
Library Holdings:
Nell August would like to urge people to go to the VCRS website and examine the list of books and magazines in the VCRS catalog. She is buying the new Paul Zimmerman ‘Everyday Roses’ as part of the library
directed toward new rose gardeners.

The Summer Garden...
The lack of rainfall predictably revved up the beginning of the fire season. This promises to be a scorcher of
a summer where even June, instead of busting out all over, is more likely to burst into flames. The normal
‘June Gloom’ that has modified temperatures for years is barely to be borne, if the weather predictions are at
all accurate. And this means that the temperatures in July and August may well be calamitous. So, what are
the members of the VCRS doing this summer?
Some tasks are not to be avoided. There has to be deadheading, if only to promote better bloom from the remaining buds and future flushes of bloom. Of course, summer frequently means that the roses will be smaller
and the buds less impressive as the rose bush tends to shut down in high heat. Given triple digit heat and single digit humidity, many roses will become potpourri before any evaluation of them can take place. Water
has to be increased, although with the increasingly high and punitive rates for water, it may be time consider
alternative watering methods. Or to check out the efficiency or efficacy of your current watering system.
(Continued on page 12)
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Blau ‘Sally Holmes’ Photo C .Tanger

Howard and Hallie Blau.

Doug and Elda Bielanski.
Bielanski Gazebo. Photo: C Hogue.

Powell vista. Photo: C. Tanger

David and Erin Powell.

Karen Fitzpatrick.
Fitzpatrick entry. Photo: C.Tanger

Garden Tour 2013!!

The pictures of the hosts, Elda and Doug Bielanski, Howard and Hallie Blau, Karen Fitzpatrick
& David and Erin Powell were all taken by Bella Hermsen. Other pictures are attributed in the captions.

‘Red Fairy’ Standard at the Blau
Garden. Photo courtesy of DawnMarie Johnson.

Bella and Ted Hermsen, Tour
Directors extraordinaire. Photo
by Dawn-Marie Johnson

Howard Tanger, Erin Powell, & Kay
Abbott. Picture courtesy of Chiyoko
Tanger.
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The May 2013 Garden Tour…..by Kay Abbott.

Elda and Doug Bielanski welcomed 45 Society members and friends on
their first stop of a daylong tour. From the rose-centered entry, wonderful
surprises awaited in the back gardens. Brilliant red roses encircled the expansive patio, which overlooked an amazing vista of the foothills. We meandered around the flowerbeds and down the terraces. An imposing
‘Maypole’ rebar structure promises an umbrella of beautiful ‘Peggy Mar- Kay Abbott, Elda, & Chiyoko Tanger .
tin’ roses next year.
Photo by Bella Hermsen.

Entering the gardens of Hallie and
Howard Blau, we were greeted with
an impressive pergola covered with
brilliant, ‘Sally Holmes’. Hallie created ‘rooms’ everywhere, with beds of
tree roses and shrubs. Her walled patio spilled over with new plants, inviting us to linger and chat.

Hallie Blau with ‘Sally Holmes.’ Photo
by Bella Hermsen.

Japanese Maples line Blau walkway.
Photo b Chiyoko Tanger.

A beautiful flower-filled fountain
dominated the front courtyard of Karen Fitzpatrick’s home. Walking
along a flower-lined path, we peeked
into the private garden behind the
house. With Lake Sherwood as a backdrop, Karen’s roses became focal
points in full living color. Gorgeous!

(Continued on page 5)
Fitzpatrick patio. Photo by Chiyoko
Tanger.

Fitzpatrick vista. Photo by Chiyoko
Tanger.
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The May 2013 Garden Tour…
The entire front garden is filled with
roses at David and Erin Powell’s
home. Using the natural terrain, beds
of roses showed attention to color
blends. ‘Ebb Tide’ complemented
‘Wild Blue Yonder’, and cheery little
‘Mustard & Ketchup’ looked happy
along the entryway. The back garden
was terraced with tropical plants
where Erin also has many succulents
growing in unusual planters. It was a
delightful end to a perfect day.

Powell Rose beds. Photo by Chiyoko
Tanger.

Hats off to Bella and Ted Hermsen Powell Tropics. Photo by Chiyoko
for organizing a fabulous tour!
Tanger.

Go to the VCRS website www.venturarose.org for more pictures of the Garden Tour.
There have been over 200 ‘hits’ on the VCRS Facebook page.

Good Garden Ideas…. By Janet Sklar
Have you started ‘deadheading’ your roses? Do you have lots of roses that have many petals? I have many
roses with sprays of roses such as ‘Sally Holmes’, or some rose sprays that have several roses that have finished blooming, or roses like ’Memorial Day’ that have many large dying flowers. Since I compost my kitchen waste and scraps, I decided to use the organic (not sprayed) dying rose petals in my compost pile. I took
two tubs or baskets into the rose garden. One was for rose petals and the other one was for the green stems,
prickles and leaves that may have rust on them. I cut the blossoms off first into the tub and then the stems
into the other basket which will go into the green waste bin.
In about an hour I had one tub filled with petals that were either very dry, brown, or still moist. The potpourri
tub was heavy and it all went into my compost tumbler to join tree leaves, shredded paper, and kitchen waste.
Since my compost pile needed more “brown” waste to facilitate the composting, I let my second and third tub
of petals dry out in the unusual hot weather drying to a crisp and then added the brown dried petals to the
compost mix. The roses will eventually enjoy their petals as mulch and fertilizer!
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The Huntington Rose Tour…..By Janet Sklar
On May 17, 2013, Tom Carruth, the new Curator of the Huntington Library Rose Garden, invited the San Fernando Valley Rose Society to a tour of the rose garden and to see how it is being renewed, restored and improved. A very large gift was bequeathed to the gardens enabling Tom Carruth to redesign areas of the rose
garden and to be able to hire workers to restore the gardens and replace roses that needed changing.
Luckily, the day began with our “May gray” weather which made it perfect to be in the garden: a cool and
moist morning with the sun arriving around 12 noon. Tom shared with us the Succulent Garden and the
Palm Garden restoration plans as we walked from the entrance seeing construction on the walkway leading to
the galleries. To enter the Rose Garden we needed to go through the former Shakespeare Garden. Tom felt
that many of ‘Shakespeare’s flowers’ were not doing well in the San Gabriel Valley and changed this garden
into a “Flower Garden” with many annuals planted at this time such as cosmos, zinnias, foxgloves and delphiniums. The statue of Shakespeare was featured with two climbing white ‘Snow Goose’ roses on an arbor
surrounding the statue. The setting of the statue surrounded by white roses was a beautiful highlight of this
garden.
We entered the rose garden with the large fountain now working and repaired with benches to sit by the roses
with “Huntington” in their name. Three large trellises are in place and will surround this fountain, but the
roses have not been planted yet.
The rose garden was fully in bloom and looked fantastic! It was a pleasure to view. Many of the trees had
been pruned and thinned out allowing the sun to shine on the roses. The marble statue of Venus in Love is
being restored by workers and the ‘French Lace’ roses that surrounded this pergola had to be removed. Tom
is planning to put in ‘Passionate Kisses’- deep pink Hybrid Tea roses at the base around the statue.
The David Austin rose bed has been changed to a “fragrant rose” bed. Tom removed all the very tall
(Continued on page 7)

Shakespeare Bower. Photo by Irene
Pashalides.

Huntington Rose Beds renewed.
Photo by Irene Pashalides.

‘Passionate Kisses.’ Photo by Irene
Pashaledis.
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(Continued from page 6: Huntington Gardens)
growing Austin roses in California, or roses that people could not smell easily such as ‘Katherine Morley’ or
‘Spirit of Freedom’. He added ‘Mr. Lincoln’, ‘Lasting Love’ and ‘Firefighter’ to the other fragrant roses.
Three ‘Grand Dame’ roses were placed at one end. He wanted this garden bed to be an example of fragrant
roses regardless of the hybridizer. Another change was removing the massive ‘Mermaid’ rose from the large
pergola. It was enormous. Tom replaced it with four ‘Cl. Renae’ roses especially because this rose is thornless. I was glad to see this, as last year I planted this rose also, but Tom’s roses looked better than mine at
this time.
One highlight change was the walkway entrance to the Tea Room. Tom rejuvenated two red ‘Altissimo’ single roses to the wall of the building with new trellising, new irrigation and competing shrub removal. The
walkway is lined with the miniature red ground cover roses ’Ruby, Ruby’. He also added a new bed of his
‘Outta the Blue’, a striking purple rose, and a new 2014 rose ‘Jump for Joy’ in a yellow-apricot color on either
side of the Tea Room. This is a future Weeks rose. The colors were very striking. Drift roses were planted in
front of most boxwood hedges to soften the formal appearance.
Amazingly, all the roses were labeled clearly and visible to the visitor. That was a joy to see and read. I saw
one floribunda rose that I absolutely loved, ‘Sheila MacQueen’, and I was able to identify it easily.
I was also surprised to learn that Tom has instructed his volunteers and workers to pinch growing shoots from
bushes so that not all the buds will bloom at the same time. He wants the garden to have blooms on the bushes at all times for visitors to see, and removing some buds will force the bush to have blooms at different
times instead of all at once. The volunteers find this so hard to do. I looked at my bushes at home and the
thought of cutting off a bloom to prolong flower bloom is difficult. The arbors are being repaired and many of
the replaced arbors require the climbing roses to be cut WAY back. Tom said that one rose bush took five
days to prune back, it had been so thick. The ‘Alister Stella Grey’ Noisette, which I first saw at the Huntington garden after someone gave me a one gallon rose of this variety, is now no longer 30 feet tall or more, but
down to about 10 feet. The faux bois cement arbors are being restored slowly by one worker that will take
another year. It is painstaking work but it is looking very authentic. While we were in the gardens, many
workers were deadheading the roses, and doing planting. Tom said that weddings are now available in the
gardens, but rental is quite expensive.
(Continued on page 8)

‘Sheila MacQueen’. Photo by Ingrid
Wapelhorst.

‘Renae’. Photo courtesy of Justour
pictures.com

‘Fireﬁghter’. Photo courtesy of Weeks
Roses.
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(Continued from page 7) Huntington Rose Tour
I was surprised that Tom did not use only the roses that he hybridized, but chose roses that other companies
produced such as roses from Meilland International such as ‘Johann Strauss’. Weeks Roses is in the process
of budding about 125 roses varieties to replace the roses that are weak. The garden was fantastic and well
worth seeing. The changes are uplifting, and since the financial gift, everything looks well taken care of. The
Huntington Library and Gardens are always a work in progress. Tom said that the gift shop will be redone
and a restaurant will be added at the entrance in the next few months. But the most exciting part of this tour
was the enthusiastic feeling that you get from hearing Tom Carruth describe his plans, his love of roses, and
his desire to share this love of roses with the public. You see this love as a visitor, and it is truly a joy to visit
the Huntington Library Rose Garden. Plan a visit soon and often!

Huntington Tea Room. Grandparentgrandchild bonding over sweets.

Tom Carruth, Curator of the
Huntington Rose Garden.

Venus in Love statuary. Huntington
Rose Gardens.

Plan ahead for these coming events!!!
August Ventura County Fair Rose Show on Saturday, August 3rd, 2013
CASH PRIZES AWARDED!!
For more information: www.venturacountyfair.org Or call Barbara Schneider: 805. 648.7322.
September VCRS Monthly Meeting on Thursday, September 26, 2013
Speaker: Annie Haven on ‘Soil Enrichment’
There will be no VCRS meetings or newsletters for the months of July and August.
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My Best Friend In the Garden!
By Carol Green
I had made the decision to begin planting all of our 250 potted roses in the ground. Hand watering was taking
time that was no longer available. Most were in 15 and 25-gallon pots. It is a really big challenge expected to
take up to a year. After a few transplants, I came upon pots that contained no earthworms. Some had only a
few. Masses of earthworms were typical in my potted roses.
Out came the pH meter. It is handy at all times in the garden. If few earthworms are noticed in the ground or
pots, I immediately check the pH. The aforementioned pots, with no earthworms, registered a pH of 7.0.
Time for some agricultural sulfur. In 12 years of growing roses, I have added lime only once, and then, only
to a small area of the garden.
These wonderful creatures, earthworms, are of immense value to us in the garden. Their absence is very telling, as is their presence. This one small signal lets the rosarian know they need to address the soil pH. To ignore it will undoubtedly lead to disappointing performance by your roses.
Keep these concepts in mind.......
Earthworms do not technically improve soil pH. Instead, they choose to
live in a soil pH also favored by roses. They do improve the soil, but by
tunneling, thereby providing air space and oxygen to the root system.
This tunneling prevents soil compaction, which is very detrimental to the
root system. They also eat constantly and deposit castings (droppings)
providing excellent organic material.
If you buy earthworms to add to your soil, and pH is outside acceptable
ranges, they will leave. If you strive for a soil pH of 6.0 to 6.8 they will
come and multiply. Always remember to feed your earthworms!
When purchasing the 200 pounds of agricultural sulfur required, I mentioned that it hadn’t been necessary to
add sulfur for several years. My salesman asked if we had a lime-rock road nearby. Yes, we do. In fact, we
had added some 30 dump truck loads of lime rock to the drive leading to our shop over the past 18 months! I
was advised that citrus growers and farmers in Central Florida have to add sulfur regularly, if they maintain
lime rock roads on their properties.
Remember, if you strive to provide a good home for earthworms, your
roses will reward you.
There is nothing lowly about this guy!
Editor’s note: This article was first published in the Rose Rambler, Carol Green
Editor in the April, 2013 issue and is reprinted with permission.
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Weekend of Roses Schedule:
Schedule of Events
Saturday A.M. The first four sessions can be credited as a four hour Consulting Rosarian seminar.
8:00 a.m. – Jack McClure –“ Chemical Safety”
9:00 a.m. – Walt Kilmer – “What To Do If Your Yard Is a Mountainside” or “How to Build a Terraced Garden”
10.00 a.m. – Bob Martin –“Saving That Work and Rose Money” or “How to Select Good Roses in the First
Place”
11:00 a.m. – Dave and Gerry Mahoney – “Don’t Panic” or “What A Consulting Rosarian Should Do When
Thrown a Curveball Question”
Noon to 1:00 p.m. optional lunch or lunch on your own.
1:00 p.m. – Dr. Tommy Cairns – “Roses of the Twentieth Century”
2:00 p.m. – Bill Sheperd – “Things I Think About in the Rose Garden” or ‘”A Potpourri Of Rosy Thoughts
From the Garden”
3:00 p.m.—Hal Reynolds -- “ Cooking With Roses” or “ Growing Roses Where it is Too Darn Hot”
Sunday A.M.
9:00 a.m. -- Marylou Coffman – “Using Niches and Backgrounds for Arrangements” or “Making Even that
Arrangement Look Good”
10:00 a.m. -- Gerry Mahoney “Building a Court of Etiquette Arrangement” or How Emily Post Would
Arrange it”
11:00 a.m. –“The Pro-Am of Arranging.” This session will have 3 experienced arrangers teamed with one
beginning arranger each. The three teams will create an arrangement each, right before your eyes. One
team will be doing an oriental arrangement, another doing a traditional arrangement and the third team
doing a modern arrangement. They will be describing what they are doing as they progress.
Noon to 1:00 p.m. optional lunch or lunch or on your own.
1:00 p.m. until 4:00p.m. – Bring your camera equipment for a session of arrangement photography. Bill
Farmer, the District Chairman of Photography will lead you through the process of taking a good
arrangement photo. We will use the four arrangements you have just seen created in the arrangement
demonstration. Your photographs will be presented on the large screen and there will be a critique of
the photographs taken. Bill will also be covering a few subjects about photography, such as: “Why
Size Does Matter,” ”Focus or Not,” “Shedding Light On the Subject” and “Whether to Flash or No.”
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WEEKEND OF ROSES
Mesa Arizona Community College
1833 Southern Ave. July 27and 28
Registration form
(Please use a separate form for each person registering)

Name of person_______________________________
Address______________________________________
Phone number________________________________
E-mail address________________________________
Enter amt.
$20.00 registration fee
_________
Saturday lunch $15.00
_________
Sunday lunch $15.00
_________
Total
_________
Please make your check for the total, and payable to Pacific Southwest District of American Rose Society. Mail check and registration form to Mr. Chris Greenwood at 1029 E Woodland Lane Glendora, California 91741.
Questions? Call Hal Reynolds 760-341-5232 or e-mail Hal at Datebeatle@aol.com

VCRS Participation in the Ventura Botanical Gardens
May Event in Grant Park: VCRS Consulting Rosarian
Chair Dawn-Marie Johnson assisted by Connie Estes,
Membership Chair, and Nell August, Librarian and
Board of Directors member, staffed a table promoting
the Ventura County Rose Society and contributed a
spectacular bouquet arrangement for the raffle table.
This exemplifies the community outreach programs
sponsored by the Society.

Dawn-Marie’s bouquet arrangement for the raﬄe table.
Nell August, Connie Estes and Dawn-Marie Johnson staﬀ
the VCRS table at Grant Park.

Photos by Dawn-Marie Johnson
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(Continued from page 2) The Summer Garden

Mulch is a necessity, both to keep down weeds but also to form a protective layer of moisture for the rose
roots. Whether you use compost, or prepared mulches of redwood bark, or cocoa hulls, it may well need to be
increased during the course of the summer. And it might not be a bad idea to mulch the container roses as well
because they will be especially vulnerable to a deleterious drying out process. It is important to remember that
while some plants, such as the trumpet bush, can wilt and recover overnight, roses are so structured that if they
wilt, they may take more than a year to recover from the event.
Dan Bifano and Bud Jones in Santa Barbara recommend that summer grooming occur in August. At that
time remove spindly growth around the bud area, not to mention blind shoots. Canes with dieback should also
be removed. Suckers should be eliminated by tearing them away from the root stock. Old timers recommend
that the best way to remove a sucker is to grab it firmly (but not the prickles) and yank downward. Dan and
Bud believe that a simple cutting back as close to the root stock as possible will suffice. The yankers believe
that you encourage the suckers by cutting it rather than a downward pull.
If you engage in preventive spraying with petrochemicals, be sure to follow the manufacturer’s instructions;
he has had his lawyers comb them to find flaws which might result in his liability. Take advantage of that dedication and lawyering. And be sure to wear appropriate protective clothing. If you are organic, signs of rust,
mildew or black spot should be greeted with products such as Serenade and/or Rose Defense. Whatever antifungal or rose pest products are used, remember that they are designed to kill and pose some kind of threat
even to humans. As for broad spectrum pesticides, be sure that you do not treat your roses to drift while servicing a lawn; your roses may perish or sulk for an indeterminate period of time.
Jeri Jennings in Camarillo intends to keep on with the eternal deadheading. (If you are going to plant roses
that bloom on a twelve month schedule, you don’t get any rest, either.) And she warns that containers may
need daily watering if the temperatures reach their summer maximums.
Hallie Blau in Thousand Oaks intends to relax and enjoy the roses. On the advice of Jessie Monk, she is examining her rose bushes to eliminate canes that do not flower and merely suck the energy from the rose plant.
She is also considering revamping some of the planting areas, moving a ‘Gourmet Popcorn’ to a site with more
sun, and judging the advantages of various roses in various sites. However, the plans will be executed when
there is less danger of desiccation of the roses through hot spells.
Barbara Morse also in Thousand Oaks notes that she is very busy because she has three compost bins to fill
water, aerate, sift and redo on a regular basis. She tried to cut rose canes and clippings into 3 inch pieces for
the compost bin, but found that after 3 months, it was not a workable situation. Now she chops the clippings
and canes with the lawn mower and finds that the decomposition occurs within 3 to 4 weeks. Barbara composts all of her garden material except bindweed, morning glory, and grasses. And both her raised planting
beds with dahlias, petunias, echinaceas, zinnias, lettuces, pole beans and tomatoes are the beneficiaries of her
composting skills.
(Continue on page 13)
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(Continued from page 12), The Summer Garden

When the current blush of roses is over, she will give them the Island Seed and Feed special blend of fertilizer. This year she is also experimenting with tomatoes and strawberries in straw bales as well as testing some
grafted tomatoes. She does report that she had some problems with rust on ‘Eden’ (‘Pierre de Ronsard’); but
her solution is to remove the affected leaves rather than break her no-spray routine.
David Bassani in Canoga Park reminds rosarians that sunlight is one of the key factors in the botanical
world, including roses. Plant placement should take into consideration the rising and setting sun on June 21st
and December 21st. He marks the Winter and Summer Solstices in his garden by the placement of used
stones to identify the rising and setting suns for those dates. This makes a good indicator of the passing of
the sun so as not to plant citrus or roses where they will be blanketed with shade in the winter. He also suggests that those who have an A/C where condensation can be captured ought to do so as September seems to
be added to the A/C heavy usage months. His own experience suggests that 3-5 gallons of water can condense in a single day. He captures the water by redirecting the plastic condensation line into a 45-gallon trash
can with a tight fitting lid with a small hole for a funnel. Cheese cloth is used to seal the hole on the inside of
the funnel/lid. And he notes that his friend, Loren Zeldin, uses tubing –pieces of an old garden hose cut into
12-inch pieces and laid on the ground in moist places. By morning the bugs gather in the hose and can be
shaken to the ground where the birds make quick work of them. Loren, on the other hand, uses them as
chicken feed.
Finally, Jim Delahanty of Sherman Oaks wants to know if anyone has a fool-proof method of removing
unwanted lizards and/or salamanders from a downstairs apartment. My sister and her two granddaughters are
coming to visit and the shrieks of non-delight will enliven the neighborhood. Of course, the reptile could die
of aural shock. I tried telling my sister that spiders were our friends, but the mantra never took. I could hear
them stomping for dear life while muttering: The spiders are our friends.
P.S. There is a recommendation that a popular spray cleaner, Formula 409, is an effective, contact kill insecticide although it is not registered for that purpose. If you should avail yourself of this information, please be
advised that it probably against state and/or federal law to use a product for a purpose for which it has not
been approved. But if you see a wasp’s nest, wait until dark, apply a steady stream by flashlight and the insects perish in a few sections. Neither the wasps nor state and federal agents work at night.
Until the Fall….

