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THERE IS NO MONTHLY MEETING IN MAY!
BUT THERE IS A VCRS CONEJO VALLEY
GARDEN TOUR ON SUNDAY, MAY 19TH.
For 2013 Ted and Bella
Hermsen, VCRS Tour
Chairs, have arranged
for a VCRS Garden
Tour of four member
gardens in the Conejo
Valley section of Ventura County. Four private
gardens in the Thousand
Oaks and Westlake Village will be open to
view by members of the
Ventura County Rose
Society and friends and
family members as well.
The tour commences at
the Lynn Ranch garden
of Elda Bielanski and
her husband, Doug.
This garden has been
renovated considerably
since its last public
viewing, but will be
available only in the
morning hours from
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10:30 a.m. to noon. As
is the case with all of
the hosts, light refreshments and beverages
will be provided.

Thousand Oaks), Karen
Fitzpatrick (Lake Sherwood), and David Powell (Westlake Village)
will be open from 1:00
p.m. to 4:00 p.m

Because some of the
gardens are located in
gated communities, it is
necessary to sign up for
the tour with Bella
Hermsen at bellahermsen@yahoo.com or
through calling (805)
230-0044. The names
the members, family
Powell Garden. Photo
members and guests
courtesy of Bella Hermsen must be registered. DiLunch from noon until rections to the various
1:00 p.m. is the respon- destinations and other
sibility of those touring. important information
will be provided a week
The afternoon gardens before the tour.
of Hallie Blau ( the
Westlake Village area of

There is no monthly meeting in May this year.
The Garden Tour substitutes for a monthly meeting.
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DESIDERATA….
MEMBERSHIP LIST…
The Board of Directors has decided to publish a membership list with names, addresses and email addresses
for the benefit and use of Ventura County Rose Society members. The list will be distributed by email and
an underlying supposition of the list distribution is that no member of the VCRS will permit the use of the
list for political or commercial causes. An opt-out provision means that some members have chosen NOT to
reveal their home addresses or their email identifications. The list will be revised as needed.
EVELYN TIDWELL…1923-2013:
Longtime VCRS member Evelyn Tidwell died on April 25, 2013. She was passionate about
roses, geraniums, African violets and plants in general. Not only did she develop a idiosyncratic system of carving roses from apples, she was also a world traveler, worked on the original B-29 bombers in WWII, and retired from the Inglewood Public Library in 1999. The
VCRS extends its condolences to her family and friends.

THE GARDEN IN MAY...
May is the month in which roses bloom most copiously and the efforts of the winter and spring pay off in fantasias of rose blooms. Descanso Gardens asserts fearlessly that May and October are the best months to view
the International Rosarium. And as you drive down residential streets it would appear that every landscaper
in southern California has adopted ‘Iceberg’ as his personal signature rose. The old landscaper joke goes that
every landscaper knows two roses: one is ‘Iceberg;’ the other isn’t. It is important to remember that despite
the productivity of May, it does present some problems. Problem No. 1 is watering. This has been the fourth
coldest and driest winter in the 135 years of record keeping in southern California. Thus, even though the
temperatures may not soar early in the month, remember to stress deep watering wherever possible and to
keep checking roses in containers to see that there is sufficient water for them to resist wilting. Unlike other
plants, roses do not recover quickly from wilting; one estimate is that it takes a minimum of one year for a
rose bush to recover from the wilting syndrome. (continued on page 4)
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Ken and Connie Estes, left, enjoyed the
7 garden tour of the Ventura Botanical
Gardens Annual Spring Tour. VCRS
members Dawn-Marie Johnson and
Nell August also attended. The VCRS
is a charter member of the organization.
Stagecoach Inn Museum Rose Garden
Deadheading Crew, April, 2013. From
left: Sue Rosecrans, Kathy Ayers, Dr.
Robert Hsu, Bella Hermsen, Ted
Hermsen, Earl Holst and Arden Holst.
The crew, augmented by others, meets
every fourth Thursday to maintain the
garden and check its progress.

Hetty Shurtleff, left, and Dawn-Marie
Johnson offered a demonstration of rose
arrangements on Sunday, April 28,
2013 at the Otto & Sons annual ‘Rose
Days’ to an appreciative and receptive
audience.

Connie Estes, Dawn-Marie Johnson,
Shar Lugo, Catherine Hogue, and Barbara Morse staffed the VCRS table at
the ‘Rose Days’ Festival in Fillmore
over the last weekend in April. ‘Rose
Days’ photos courtesy of Dawn-Marie
Johnson.
The photos below are from the April meeting. Dr. Tony Hepton entertained the largest audience of spring and the display
table groaned with the generosity of blooms present. Photos are courtesy of Ken Osterberg.
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(The Garden in May, continued from page 2)

Problem No. 2 is the appearance of thrips and rose slugs. See the article on page 5 for inexpensive treatment
of thrips. For rose slugs—those little green worms that leave a distinct lacy grey green pattern on the foliage—products with Spinosad are labeled ‘organic’ by the state of California and relatively safe to use. However, keep in mind that they may harm bees and spraying when bees are least active may minimize any deleterious effect on the bees and the environment.
If there are heat spells, you can count on the appearance of spider mites. These can be combatted with strong
sprays of water on the undersides of the foliage of your roses. This needs to be done two to three times a
week to be effective, because the little buggers can’t reproduce in a wet environment.. There are miticides on
the market, but they can be ridiculously expensive for the initial purchase, whatever the individual per spray
cost is reported to be.
And remove spent blooms from all that fertility; it not only looks neater, it also helps to maintain plant health
and vigor.
Dan Bifano in Santa Barbara notes that he will be fertilizing his roses as soon as the first major flush of
blooms is complete. He believes that any liquid organic fertilizer will do and that the combination of organic
fertilizers and regular applications of compost tea promotes better disease resistance in his roses. Hetty
Shurleff, also in Santa Barbara, had early bloom in her garden and so she will spend her garden in May
time deadheading and checking for thrips, green worms (rose slugs) and ensuring that her roses get adequate
water. Her late blooming roses will provide an extra joy this year.
Hallie Blau in Thousand Oaks also plans to spend a great deal of time deadheading in May. Her first wave
of bloom produced amazing displays from ‘Lady Banks’ and ‘Mutabilis;’ then another wave of blooms came
from her hybrid teas, ‘Sally Holmes,’ ‘Blue for You,’ and ‘Double Red Knock Out.’ She expects the
‘Icebergs,’ ‘White Licorice,’ and ‘Gourmet Popcorn’ will be especially nice for the garden tour on May 19th.
Jim Delahanty in Sherman Oaks has experienced the worst powdery mildew in 36 years of gardening in
the same location. Not even the use of Serenade, or Eco-Erase was powerful enough to resist the fungus.
Eventually, he just decided to wait until the warmer weather would change the conditions propitious for its
development. As a word of warning, the end of May frequently anticipates the notorious ‘June gloom,’ when
the morning clouds roll in overnight and stick around until the late afternoon, depending on your distance
from the seacoast.
If there is any month when it is time to stop and smell the roses, it is May. Anent nothing in particular: ‘Roses
in May’ is an American race horse who was sent to stud in Japan with a buy-back clause; the clause provides
that when he is no longer able to provide stud services, he may be bought back rather than being consigned to
a slaughterhouse as had previously been the case.
American Rose Society News:
1. The ARS Board of Directors recently decided that Consulting Rosarians will no longer be
‘required’ to participate in the Roses in Review procedure; however, they will still be ‘expected’ to
do so.
2. A new membership benefit for regular ARS members will be access to the Modern Roses 12 ongoing database on the Internet at no charge. This contains the definitive American and international
rose statement on names, dates of introduction and synonyms for roses introduced into commerce.
This access is the equivalent of a $15 benefit as previously priced.
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It was back in 2011 I first saw an article on the use of blue plastic cups
and STP oil treatment to combat thrips. I was asked by an editor in our
newsletter exchange group if he could reprint that article. I could not
find the word version to send him so I thought it would be a good time to
rewrite that article. I got the idea for this from another article I read in
another newsletter. I tried it and it worked very well not only in controlling thrips but it also attracts other insects

People have experimented with different color cups and found the
blue works best. After all, if you have ever used a bug zapper you will
know the light is blue. The purpose is to attract the bugs to the light or in
this case the blue cup. This is unlike the Japanese beetle traps where we
always said the best place for them is in the neighbor’s yard. The bugs
are attracted to the blue cup and get stuck in the STP oil treatment on the
cup.

The mechanics of this project are very simple an inexpensive. First of all you need to go to the grocery store and purchase a package of blue plastic cups. Next you need a method of hanging them
up-side-down in your garden. I used metal or fiberglass electric fence post I got from Tractor supply which are round and about 4 feet long. I cut a hole in the bottom of the cup so it will slide down
over the post. You will need a method of keep them from sliding down too far so I used the electric
fence insulators which attach to the post and placed one below the cup. The cup is mounted upside down on the post. I used another insulator on top of the cup to keep the wind from blowing it
off.
Place a coating of the STP oil treatment on the outside of the cup. This stuff is about the
consistency of honey. I use the Advance Auto brand which is the same thing but is a little less expensive. A sponge or a rag will work very well to apply the treatment to the cups. You will need to
clean the cup off about once a week and re-coat it. This will also need to be done after a rain.
This will be my third season using the cups and I find them to work very well. For the people
who want to get away from the chemical sprays, this is one answer. It is not 100% but it is a step
toward protecting the environment and controlling insects at the same time. It is inexpensive and
effective. I find one bottle of the oil treatment will last for several seasons. The post will last many
seasons and the cups will need occasional replacement.
(
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THE 2013 VCRS CONEJO VALLEY GARDEN TOUR. MAY 19, 2013.
The Bielanski Garden: Doug
and Elda have re-designed their
garden to fit in with a more xerophilic view by replacing grass
with more formal settings as seen
in the picture to the right. In addition to ‘Sombreuil’ covering an
arbor, the roses are mostly to
Elda’s liking, including the stand
of ‘Hot Cocoa’ to the left.

The Blau Garden: Hallie and
Howard have an eclectic garden
reflecting a variety of personal
interests, ranging from modern
roses to “cemetery” roses, from
HTs to Chinas (‘Mutabilis’) to
Banksias. ‘Lady Banks’ is to the
right and Japanese maples and
‘Ebb Tide’ to the left. While the
Lady Banks may have faded by
the tour, standards of ‘Gourmet
Popcorn,’ ‘White Licorice,’ and
‘Iceberg’ will be in full bloom.

The Powell Garden: David and
Erin have arranged a garden with
an entryway (to the left) at least
partially designed with the help
of VCRS member Ingrid Wapelhorst. To the rear of the garden
(on the right) there are the recreational areas featuring a putting
course and a grass hut with a barbecue and television available.
.
(With the exception of the picture of
‘Hot Cocoa 'by Elda Bielanski, all
pictures are courtesy of Bella and Ted
Hermsen.)
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(THE VCRS CONEJO VALLEY TOUR, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 6)

The VCRS Conejo Valley Tour begins at 10:30 a.m. on Sunday, May 19th, with an open house at the home of
Elda and Doug Bielanski. The first part of the tour closes at noon. Information will be distributed on places
to obtain lunch in the Thousand Oaks area. The tour will resume at 1:00 p.m. when the gardens of David and
Erin Powell, Hallie and Howard Blau, and Karen Fitzpatrick will be open for view until 4:00 p.m. Registration with Bella Hermsen at bellahermsen@yahoo.com or (805) 230-0044 is a must.
The Fitzpatrick Garden: The garden
overlooks a lake and golf course with
an original design of some 18 years
ago featuring roses; Karen has added
new beds featuring colorful plants
designed to attract beneficial insects
and birds. She is also replacing roses
with those more to her liking.
Photos by Karen Fitzpatrick.

Consulting Rosarian Chair Dawn-Marie Johnson requests support for a VCRS table at:
The Ventura Botanical Garden Festival on Saturday, May 18th:
We’re open at 11 am, with gardening workshops presented by experts every hour beginning at 11:15 am.. You’ll have the opportunity to learn about:
Ocean Friendly Gardens, presented by the City of Ventura Water Department
• Integrated Pest Management, with Kyra Rude of Rincon-Vitova Insectaries
• Attracting Birds & Butterflies with Lisa Burton of Nature By Design
• Succulents with Carol Haverty from Camarillo Park & Recreation
• Urban Organic Food Production by Randy Richie (fresh off the center stage of the San Francisco Garden Show). Randy is the
creator of Bu's Biodynamic Compost ("fairy dust" for the garden).
There will be handouts of seeds and cuttings and coupons, and information for you to take home. There will be children’s crafts
that will engage young imaginations as they make bird feeders and kites with the help of creative volunteers, and vendors offering
all manner of plants and equipment for your garden, personal beauty items and unique fun things.
We’re also having food and music and raffles and a very special opportunity to purchase a signed print of our Garden Festival artwork, seen here, from noted local artist Patricia Kochel, who paints under the name Patricia Harrington. Patricia is married to the
VBG’s friend and legal advisor, Ron Harrington. Park in the lot behind Ventura City Hall at 501 Poli Street. Adult admission is
$15 and children 12 and under are free. Join Dawn-Marie, Connie Estes and Nell August in representing the VCRS at this event.
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This and That….
On the left is the Dave Bang unnamed seedling; he asked VCRS
members whether they would buy it
or not. 22 people voted yes; 8 voted
no and 2 were on the fence.
On the right: A rose from the garden of Jim Delahanty that he cannot
identify. Does anyone have any idea
what it might be?

Photo courtesy of Dave Bang

Photo courtesy of Jill Perry.

Meanwhile,…
To the left, Janet Sklar poses in
front of her two trophies at the San
Fernando Valley Rose Show: The
‘Marilyn Monroe’ appears to be
growing out of her head, but won
local society Queen and the combo
of ‘Dick Clark’ and ‘Electron’ won
the SFRS challenge class. To the
right, one of Hetty Shurtleff’s four
trophies of the day, featuring
‘Perfect Moment.’ Immediately
below it is another Hetty Shurtleff
win with the rose ‘Fame!’

To the left, ‘Baron Girod de
l’Ain’ which did not win the trophy
for Victorian class but elicited a lot
of questions because of its size and
elegant foliage. This rose is a 1897
Hybrid Perpetual. HPs are difficult
to grow in southern California because of a susceptibility to rust and
powdery mildew, but sometimes a
touch of cold in the winter spurs
them on to superior performance.
Photos in this section are by Janet
Sklar with the exception of the
Sklar portrait by Hetty Shurtleff.
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John and Elke Foss survey their quarter
acre of syrah and sauvignon blanc grape
vines which produce 54 gallons of wine
a year. They sit surrounded by roses and
bonhomie while they sip a glass or two
of wine. The white T’s in the background serve as a base for netting come
summer in order to discourage birds from
stealing the crop before it matures.
The photo is by John Fosse situated in
Somis.

Jim Delahanty gardens on a hillside with
a 37% slope. Midway up the hillside is a
pergola with six climbers. Just visible
are the roses ‘Crepuscule’ and ‘Secret
Garden Musk Climber,’ vying for dominance. To the foreground, ‘Lady Ann
Kidwell,’ ‘Marjorie Palmer,’ and ‘Baby
Ballerina.’ In the background slightly to
the right is a neighbor’s shamel ash tree;
it produces thousands of seedlings each
year which must be removed at once
because the tap root develops very
quickly and then needs to be dug out
with great risk of back pain.

Gaming the System:…. Now that there are only three rose shows in the country that feature a “Found” rose
class (Dallas, Sacramento, and Santa Clarita), what is to be done with those “Found” roses in your garden if
you want to exhibit them? The answer is to exhibit as was done before the invention of the “found’ rose class
some ten years ago: Use whatever name seems to have garnered some respect as an alternative in the heritage
rose groups or in the ARS. Thus, of the roses most frequently entered in the “found” rose classes, the following may be a guide:
“Fields of the Wood” may be entered as ‘Rhode Island Red,’ LCl, Brownell, 1957.
“Grandmother’s Hat” may be entered as ‘Cornet,’ HP, LaCharme, 1845.
“Bud Jones” may be entered as ‘Geant des Batailles,’ HP, Nerard, 1846.
“Old Town Novato” may be entered as ‘Ardoisee de Lyon,’ HP, Damaizin, 1858
“Sawyer Plot Tea” may be entered as ‘Mme Lombard,’ Tea. LaCharme, 1878.
“Winecup” may be entered as ‘Purpurea,’ China, Chenault, 1930.
“Phalaenolosis” may be entered as ’Chatillon Rose,’ poly, Nonin, 1923.
On the other hand, there are no quick aliases for “Secret Garden Musk Climber,” or “Pilarcitos.” Those roses
will just have to be enjoyed in situ.

