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VCRS JuneMeeting & Presentation
***Jume 25 , 2015 ***
Suzanne Horn
Container Gardening

Doors open at 6:30 p.m. for refreshments
Rose Sharing & Celebration 7:00 p.m.
Guest Speaker Presentation 7:30 p.m.
5100 Adolfo Road, Camarillo, CA
www. venturarose.org

Musings from Elton MacPherson
Hello
Fellow
Rose Lovers,
After a few weeks of
"May Gray" skies, I
knew
there
was
something
different
about Saturday, June
6. This would be the
day VCRS had set
aside for a trip to
Descanso
Gardens
and to join up with
members of the San
Fernando Valley Rose
Society
and
the
Beverly
Hills
Rose
Society. We couldn't
have asked for a
more perfect day to
stroll
through
the
Gardens. The skies
cleared early and we
were blessed with one
of the 75 degree
days. Off came the
sweatshirt.
There
were about 25 of us

who gathered at the
entrance
to
the
Gardens, got signed
in,
and
met
the
docent who would be
leading
our
tour.
Having a guide was so
much better than just
wandering around on
our own. In addition
to
the
wonderful
collection of plants,
we learned about the
history of how the
Gardens came to be.
And of course we
spent a lot of time at
the Rose Garden. I
especially liked how
the
roses
were
separated into several
different
planting
beds rather than all
being in one large
bed.
Kudos
to
Iren e
Pashalides
for

organizing
and
coordinating the event.
Members
from
our
VCRS who attended
were
Hallie
Blau,
Joanne
MacCallum,
Barbara Drury, Ruth
and John Weikel, Janet
Sklar and David and
Suzanne
Bassani.
Barbara Morse was our
official photographer. I
hope I haven't left
anyone out. For me it
was a family affair.
Joining me were my
wife
Diane,
my
daughter Lori and her
husband Keith and one
of my grandsons, Liam.
Liam's younger brother
Aidan couldn't make it
because he was in
rehearsals for the ballet
"Sleeping Beauty." Of
course he dances the
role of the Handsome
Prince who awakened
Sleeping Beauty with a
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kiss and of course he would
be so disappointed if I didn't
mention his name. Anyway,
it was wonderful to have 3
generations
of
the
MacPherson clan together to
enjoy being outdoors on
such a beautiful day and in
such a beautiful place.
I'll see you at the June 25th
meeting and then we will be
going on our Summer Break.
Have a great summer, enjoy
your roses and we'll all come
back in September.

Elton MacPherson
VCRS President

For great photos of the
Descanso Gardens outing
plus the MacPherson Clan,
see inside this issue!
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Suzanne Horn - "Success with Roses in Containers"
Suzanne
Horn
is
an
enthusiastic rosarian and
exhibitor from Glendale,
California. Suzanne has
been growing roses since
February 14, 2000 and
joined a number of local
rose societies and the
American Rose Society
immediately
thereafter.
She immediately became
an exhibitor and has had
great success in that
pursuit, winning District
and National trophies in
her first two years of
exhibiting. In 2003 she
became
a
Consulting
Rosarian
and
shortly
thereafter an accredited
ARS Horticultural Judge.
in 2014, Suzanne became
a Master Rosarian and
was awarded Outstanding
Consulting Rosarian in the
Pacific Southwest District.
In addition to being a
successful exhibitor and
ARS Horticultural Judge,
Suzanne has also acted as
Judge's Chair for the San
Fernando
Valley
Rose
Society, was named to
the Board of the American
Rose Exhibitors Society
(ARES),
and
is
the
immediate past President
of
the
Pacific
Rose
Society. She also served
for a number of years on
the
ARS
Exhibitor's
Committee. She has also
taught at two District
Consulting
Rosarian
Seminars, three Judging
Schools, at the Tenarky
District's
Midwinter
Conference, at the NCNH
2008 District Conference,
and
at
the
Pacific
Northwest District's 2013
Annual Conference. This
fall she heads off to
Charlotte, North Carolina

to
be
the
featured
speaker at the prestigious
Top Gun Conference.
As a writer, Suzanne
penned the Rose of the
Month articles for the
Pacific Southwest District
webpage
from
2004
through
2006,
a nd
continues to do so on a
monthly basis for the
Pacific Rose Society. She
has received numerous
Awards of Merit for her
writing. She also writes
for
num e r o us
r o se
publications around the
country as well as for the
ARS
webpage,
Rose
Exhibitor's Forum, Mini
News, the American Rose
magazine and for two ARS
Annuals thus far.
Suzanne is presently a
member of the American
Rose Society's Newsletter
Judging Committee and
its
Editorial
Advisory
Committee.
The
immediate past President
of
the
Pacific
Rose
Society,
Suzanne
currently serves as Vice
President in charge of
Programs.
She
enjoys
creating and presenting
programs, sharing her
love
of
roses
with
exhibitors
and
home
gardeners
alike.
She
prepares
hour-long
PowerPoint presentations
on a variety of rose topics
for various district events
and local rose societies
and has also created
programs
for
other
rosarians
and
judges
when they were in need
of
a s s i s t a nc e .
S he
currently has 11 active
PowerPoint programs of
her
own,
which
she

updates on an annual
basis, the most recent of
which was debuted at the
2014 National Convention
in San Diego.
Suanne presently grows
about
475
exhibition
roses of all types, all in
containers,
at
her
Glendale home. She will
be sharing her knowledge
a nd
e xp e r ie nc e
on
growing the best roses
possible in containers. Her
program for this event is
entitled "Success
with
Roses inh Containers" and
it will share as much of
her insigh on the subjects
as she can cram into an
hour-long
PowerPoint
punctuated with hundreds
of beautiful photographs.

Elda Bielanski
ProgramCo-Chair

PINE CONES &
WINE CORKS
What to do with those
wine corks? Place them on
top of containers. They
are excellent moisture
r etai n er s
an d
h e at
insulators.
The
editor
always tips the waiter for
rounding up corks in the
restaurant! Corks also can
lighten the load of potted
plants. Just make sure
they are 'real' cork and
not synthetic.
Pine cones placed on top
of the soil in containers
will discourage cats from
making this their favorite
potty place!

Suzanne Horn with a 'few' of her roses
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VCRS Members Share Their Roses at the May Show & Tell Meeting

Many thanks to DawnMarie Johnson for
organizing this event
and for the great
photos! And of course,
thanks to our great
VCRS members for
making this a
successful event!

Holly describes the roses she
grows in her Ventura garden
while Irene holds the bouquet.

Robert, owner of Peach Hills Soils in Moorpark and
Bud discuss the benefits of applying 3 to 4 inches of
mulch in the garden.

Hetty's
arrangement
illustrates the variety of
hearty perennials that grow
well with roses and the
benefits of using a variety of
plants to create a healthy
plant environment.

Left and Above: Just a few of the VCRS
Members beautiful garden roses that
decorated the tables for our Show and Tell
Program.
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Descanso Garden Rose Tour - June 6, 2015

Clan
MacP
hers

on

Thank you to Barbara Morse (L), who submitted 39 photos,
and to Irene Pashalides (R), who planned this fun event!

Page 5

The Ventura Rose
THE VENTURA COUNTY
ROSE SOCIETY
WWW.VENTURAROSE.ORG
COPYRIGHT ©2015

Coming Soon
June 25: VCRS Meeting
Suzanne Horn
Container Gardening
July 18: Suzanne Horn,
LadyRedLHW@aol.com
LA Arboretum
PLEASE NOTE: This is the last newsletter until
September. See you then and have a great
summer! Stop and smell your roses! - Ed.

More From
Descanso
Gardens

2015 Board Members

President: Elton MacPherson
Vice-President: Connie Estes
Treasurer: Earl Holst
Secretary: Dawn-Marie Johnson
Members-at-Large:
Kathy Ayers, Dr. Ken Kerr, Barbara Morse, Janet Sklar

2015 Committee Chairs

Local Membership: Connie Estes
District & National Membership: Janet Sklar
Newsletter Editor: Roz Thébaud
Roses in Review: Earl Holst
Publicity Chair: Janet Sklar
Opportunity Tickets: Jane Delahanty & Cindy Mastro
Stagecoach Inn Rose Garden:
Kathy Ayers & Sue Rosecrans
Little Rose Celebrations: Sue Diller & Bud Jones
Consulting Rosarians: Dawn-Marie
Johnson
Hospitality: Irene Pashiledes & Barbara
Morse
Audit Chair: Bud Jones
Program Chairs: Elda Bielanski & Karen
Fitzpatrick

