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VCRS Members will
star in the ‘Share and
Tell’ presentation on
Thursday, April
26th, 2012. DawnMarie Johnson will
lead the CRs and
members in our annual share the bounty of your roses and
tell us about it. This
kind of program is
usually called a
Show ‘n Tell; we
have changed the
name to emphasize
the cooperative nature
of sharing information
rather than competing.
You only need to know
three things about a
rose you bring.
NAME: Actually we
are pretty elastic about
this. If you don’t know

the name of a favorite, propagate it if requested
bring it anyway. Maybe to do so? Can you?
someone can identify it. PERFORMANCE:
The basic information. How does it
do? Is it vigorous?
Disease resistant?
Low or high maintenance? Do you spray
or are you organic?
Do you weed or call
them companion
plants? Any information that would
help someone else to
decide to try it or not.
Distant Drums
MISCELLANY: How
Photo courtesy of Elda Bielanski
many roses to bring?
Three is a nice number
but no one will comPROVENANCE:
Where did you get it?
plain if you have four
From a nursery? From a favorites. Containers?
friend? From an aucUse jelly jars or tin
tion? Will you share
cans. Will people intercuttings? Will you
rupt? Bet on it!

Doors open: 6:30 p.m….Program starts: 7:30 p.m.
Ventura Education Conference Center,
5100 Adolfo Rd., Camarillo.
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Desiderata...

Dues were due. The official grace period established by the Bylaws for being arrears in dues elapsed on March 15th; if
you are still receiving this newsletter, it means you paid your dues for calendar year 2012 or we made a mistake.
Please tell us if we made a mistake and, while chuckling, include a check for $20. Mail your ‘Gotcha’ note and the
check to Earl Holst, P.O. Box 102, Agoura Hills, CA 91376. Thank you.
Note to Consulting Rosarians: There will be a Consulting Rosarian Seminar sponsored by the Beverly Hills
Rose Society at Rose Hills in Whittier, CA on October 22nd. More information will be provided as it becomes
available.
The VCRS thanks Earl Holst for serving as President for the Month of March. Kathy Ayers is the April
President. Check the website (www.venturarose.org) for the schedule of presidential rotations.
(continued on page 5)

APRIL IN THE ROSE GARDEN….
T.S. Eliot touted April as the ‘cruelest’ month, but Descanso Gardens dubs it the best month of the
year for rose blooms. In Southern California, April can be either. Over the last fifty years the highest April temperature in Los Angeles was 102 in 1989 and a torrid 98 in Camarillo in 2008. Low
temperature in Camarillo was a chilly 35 in 1964. In the Aprils of the 1960’s not one trace of rain
was recorded; but in 2006 nearly three inches of rain occurred, equaling the totals for some years.
In Los Angeles in 1965 a total of 4.5 inches of precipitation rocked the record books. The first rose
shows appear in April and the culmination of all the efforts of the first three months in pruning, planting, fertilizing and maintenance pay off with glorious blooms.
There are competing scents with the rose. April may feature the last of the dense threads of pink
jasmine and the high-note scents of various citrus may compete with the bread-like scent of lilac.
But the Queen of flowers ultimately wins out if only because of its persistence in bloom and steady
schedule of an uncounted variety of fragrance tones.
Many rose gardeners like Hetty Shurtleff in Santa Barbara are simply routinizing common tasks like
checking the water levels around the roses and squishing aphids unless a sudden and unexpected
infestation appears. Her yellow banksia provides a haven for birds and a vivid treat for the senses
(Continued on page 7)
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The 2012 Ventura County Rose Society Tour
The Place: A.C. Postel Rose Garden: Santa Barbara.
Tour Guide: Robert Funai

It will be the height of Spring and the roses should be approaching their prime in Santa Barbara. We all need
to get out and enjoy the season and what better way than with this easy outing. This rose garden is in a beautiful setting in the open lawn area across from the Santa Barbara Mission. It has been well cared for by both
the Santa Barbara Rose Society and the City Parks and Recreation Department. The Santa Barbara Rose Society has sponsored the rose garden since 1962. Currently there are over 1500 rose plants and an estimated 250
varieties. Robert Funai, who spoke to our Ventura County Rose Society last year and who coordinates approximately 70 volunteers caring for the garden, has agreed to lead us on a tour of the garden.
Date: Saturday, April 21, 2012
Time: 11 AM at the garden (to accommodate those of us who like to have leisurely breakfasts on Saturdays); tour and talk are expected to last until 12:30 PM.
Parking: Available on Plaza Rubio (next to the rose garden) or in the Mission parking area located on the
west side of the Mission.
Lunch: 1 PM at Le Cafe Stella, 3302 McCaw Avenue, near the Santa Barbara Golf Club. Visit
www.lecafestella.com to see their menu. Parking is available on the premises or on the street. A headcount
will be needed to make advance reservations for the group.
After-lunch activity: For those who wish to enjoy the rest of the afternoon with the group, the private gardens of Hetty Shurtleff and Maxine Jagiello are open to visits after lunch. Directions to these gardens will
be provided via handouts at the Mission tour. Directions to three nurseries in Carpenteria will also be provided for those who wish to extend the day on a personal basis.

For more information, contact the Garden Tour chairs:
Ted & Bella Hermsen (bellahermsen@yahoo.com) or call (805) 230-0044.
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Dawn� Marie Johnson: Moorpark.
Sombreuil. LCl.

Hetty Shurtleﬀ: Santa Barbara. Brass
Band and alstromeria.

Elda Bielanski: Thousand Oaks.
Intrigue behind herbs in wheelbarrow.

ABOVE: Views of the Gardens of VCRS Members….

Baldo checking his raﬄe tickets.
P.S. He won the coveted tee!

Bud & Kay Jones: Santa Barbara. Sally
Holmes with a blue bottle tree.

BELOW: Ken Osterberg pix of Baldo Villegas.

Master Rosarian: Baldo Villegas

Baldo, checking foliage for disease
and/or pests.
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(Desiderata continued from page 2)
Otto & Sons ‘Rose Days’ April 27 through 29:
Otto & Sons Open House events the last week in April will include speakers, price reductions and over 120,000 blooming
roses. The VCRS will maintain a booth at this event held at the growing fields at 1835 East Guiberson Rd in Fillmore, CA
93015. In addition, Dawn-Marie Johnson and Hetty Shurtleff will demonstrate how they create their award winning arrangements on Saturday, April 28th at 10:00 a.m. Other featured speakers include Steve Benning of Star Roses,, Christian Bedard,
hybridizer, of Weeks Roses, Suzanne Horn, exhibitor extraordinaire, on Austin Roses and Scott Klittich, owner/operator on
the most best rose culture. There will be price reductions on five and 15 gallon container roses and free admission. The
gates will be open from 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. Friday through Sunday. Be sure to drop by the VCRS table and boost the
efforts of the VCRS team staffing the table including Carol & Charles Russell, Arden and Earl Holst, Dawn-Marie Johnson,
Connie Estes, Irene Pashaledes, Cindy Mastro and Dr. Ken Kerr.
Rose Show Season: April 14th and April 28th:
April 14, 2012: The San Fernando Valley Rose Society will sponsor its annual rose show on April 14, 2012 at the Sepulveda Basin Garden Center, 16633 Magnolia Blvd in Encino, CA. Entries will be
received from 6:00 a.m. to 10.00 a.m. The show will be open to the public from
1:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. Trophies will be presented at 2:00 p.m. Last year both Jim
Delahanty and Janet Sklar won trophies at this event. It is the first rose show of the
Spring season and warrants a look at the new varieties as well as old favorites. For
more information or a schedule of classes, contact: David Bassani
(hiptalk@sfvroses.org).
April 28, 2012: The Pacific Rose Society will sponsor its annual rose show on
April 28, 2012 in Ayres Hall at the Los Angeles County Arboretum and Botanical
Gardens, Arcadia, CA. The Pacific Rose Society Rose Show is the largest and most
varied of all local rose shows with 79 horticultural classes and 17 arrangements
classes. Entries will be received from 6:00 a.m. to 10:00 a.m. The show will open
to the public at approximately 1:00 p.m. In addition, to celebrate the 75th anniversary of its founding, the Pacific Rose Society will feature the introduction of its
eponymous rose, ‘Pacific Celebration,’ a rose hybridized for them by Frank Strickland, the breeder of the famous ‘St. Patrick.’ The show will be open for viewing by
the public on both Saturday and Sunday of the last weekend in April. Contact Chris
Greenwood (crisgreen1@aol.com) for more information or a schedule.

SEVEN MEMBERS of the VCRS JOINED THE ARS IN FEBRUARY. If you would like to see what all the
excitement is about, you can have a free membership as an E-member of the ARS or trial membership of the ARS
for $10.00 for four months—with significant benefits.
See www.ars.org/membership.
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Show and Tell: Schadenfreude ….. By the Rosaholic
Hi. My name is Tim and I am a rosaholic.
Chorus: HI, TIM.
Well, the topic tonight is why most rosarians hate California rosarians. Oh, I know they tricked it up with some fancy German title
like ‘Shadow of Freud,’ but what they really mean is why do they hate us? The answer is easy: Because we have better rose lives
than they do. Why, we get something like six flushes of bloom per growing season. There are some chilblained places in this country where one flush of roses is regarded as continuous bloom.
Not only that, but we work harder too. All through the winter months back East—like September through June, they’re whinging
about snow cover and winter mulches and reading the deceitful catalogs while they sip hot chocolate and eat bon bons. We, on the
other hand, are out working and pruning and spraying and defoliating and spraying and labeling and spraying. And it is really hard
work—spraying when the State keeps labeling things like Agent Orange dangerous to the health of little children and you have to
import it from Arizona. I mean, who cares if a product causes cancer in Norwegian
lap rats? Where the hell did they get such a powerful lobby in the first place? None of
the Norwegians I know keeps lap rats.
And they are downright ungrateful. Where would they be if we didn’t grow their roses
for them? Where do they think roses come from? Puyallup? Salem’s Corners? Now
it is true that they grow some roses down in Texas. And it is also true that they manage to grow roses in Portland without any sun. But those are violations of the law of
nature. Why, in Florida if the neemytoads don’t get the roses, the alligators get the
rosarian. And in New Jersey the air is so bad, you can practically see the roses tiptoeing toward Staten Island.

Julie Newmar with Julie Newmar

Another reason they hate us is because we have more fun. We name our roses after
‘Barbra Streisand,’ or ‘Julie Newmar,’ or ‘Betty White.’ They have to name their roses after ‘Frieda Krause.’ Or ‘Happy Butt.’ Or ‘Mme Gregoire Staechelin—I broke a
tooth trying to pronounce that one day. And we have rose shows in Spring and Fall—
for a total of five months of the year. They’re lucky to have one on July 22nd, or the
next day-- when summer leaves town. When we stage a rose festival, we actually
show roses; there aren’t no stock car races, loop the loop airplane shows, or ersatz
beauty and talent parades. Why, we can produce beauty queens on any block in Hollywood. And rose queens, too.

Photo: Chris Greenwood
And now some people are complaining that we hog the USEnets and list serves and
other corners of the Internet. It is enough to get your blood pressure up to 80 or so.
Californians take to the Internet and the like because we are at the forefront of everything. We work at roses twelve months out of the year. While they are planning
Christmas gifts and spending money on foolishness, we brag about the roses on our
Christmas dinner table. While they look at pictures of tropical resorts in the middle of
their snowfields, we are planting next year’s roses. While they are mooning over roses lost in winter on Valentine’s Day, we are fertilizing and mulching.
Of course, the real reason they hate us is that our roses are better. Taller bushes, bigger blooms, and cleaner foliage. We don’t have any nasty foreign beetles, either. And
I might add we have no tornados, hurricanes, or other natural disasters; with the exception of a little earth sliding, all our damage is our own fault.

The Ventura Rose

Page 7

(April in the Rose Garden continued from page 2)

without the pain of prickles.
Dan Bifano and Bud Jones of Santa Barbara also stress routinizing ordinary garden tasks by getting into
the ‘rhythm’ of deadheading, watering, and ‘finger pruning.’ The latter is the removal of all bud growth but the
one bud at the top of the cane; this will cause the plant to focus its energy into a
large, long-stemmed beauty of a rose. Of course, mulching is necessary for the rudiments of good rose gardening, moist, weed-free and protected roots.
Jim Delahanty in Sherman Oaks is preparing for the April rose show season by spraying Spinosad as a contact killer for such things as sawfly larvae (bristly roseslug or otherwise); if the larvae be bristly, it can have six
generations of pestilence in the course of a year in Southern California, whereas the European variety only
affords one generation of per year. In any case, he will check out his box of grooming tools, ensure that the
razor blades are unrusted, the pruners and scissors sharpened, and the forms and return address labels functioning. Styrofoam for wedging purposes has to be available in the proper quantities, rose schedules for the
different rose shows must be procured, and Thursday afternoon surveys of what might be freshly blooming
on a chilly Saturday morning assessed. He even has an old 1939 Crosley refrigerator in his cellar should a
really impressive bloom inspire refrigeration until show time.
Jeri Jennings in Camarillo has been concerned with educating gardeners to grow roses that are or can be
drought tolerant—at least those traditional in Ventura county—such as teas, chinas and noisettes. Chinas are
especially adept at shutting down in summer heat and resuming their blooming ways when the climate is
again propitious. She is concerned that neither local government authorities nor media outlets stress the desirability of these plants as opposed to more commercial ones. Plants that have survived without care should
provide a clue as to adaptability and perseverance in difficult conditions and climates. She would promote
“Grandmother’s Hat,”, “found” china roses like “Malespina’s Plot,” and “Elisabeth’s China,” tea roses like any
of the Cochets—Niles, Maman, or Red, early polyanthas like ‘Perle d’Or,’ or ‘Mlle Cecile Brunner,’ and even
some few early HTs like ‘Radiance’ or any of its sports.
Janet Sklar in Northridge is watching her roses to see if any qualify for the San Fernando Valley Rose Show
on the 14th. She will be working the show anyway, so roses to exhibit would be lagniappe. The latter part of
the month she will be moving roses that are close to her house as she will have her house tented to exterminate termites. Two climbing roses will need to be taken down so that they are not affected by the fumigation
process and the roses transplanted to pots will need to be replanted. In the meantime, she is experimenting
with the ‘chip’ method of budding and finds that a really sharp knife to make a decent cut is the absolute first
requirement. So far, she has experimented with ‘The Dahlia Rose’ and ‘Climbing Pinkie.’

And Bill Donaldson in Oxnard suggests using the Garden Tour as an opportunity to acquire some landscaping mix from Island Seed & Feed.
Sprinkler Doctor: Some members have been asking
for a reliable person to repair or install sprinkler systems. Some of our members have used Sprinkler Doctor (Neal Kaufmann) at 818.992.6353. His area of service includes Ventura County up to the Conejo Grade
(Newbury Park)
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What I am Doing in the Garden in Oxnard....Barbara Osterberg writes:

I just completed pruning in my wind battered yard and decided to raise my spirits with the purchase of 7 new
roses. From listening to folks talk at the Rose Society, I thought I would try growing a few polyanthas. I’m
intrigued with them because these particular roses will not get too large for my garden, and I understand that
they will bloom for most of the year and they may not require spraying. I bought the new roses from a company that I had never tried before: Burlington Rose Nursery. I can certainly say that the customer service could
not be better. The roses arrived in their little 5-inch containers, looking robust and promising. They were
planted immediately into 6 matching pots that were filled with my fresh compost, and are sitting on a shelf
waiting to grow.
I am also raking leaves that joyfully fluttered into my rose basins during all the winds, and am throwing them
into the compost bin to make black gold.
I have been carefully searching, with a vengeance, for the aphids that seem to cluster under the new born
leaves. Rather than spraying (my least favorite thing to do), I just squash them with my fingers, forgetting my
garden gloves for a spur of the moment pleasure. Squishing those little critters is joyously satisfying; however
the guerilla war between the garden pests and me, during my daily tromps through garden, will be lost in the
attack of the fungi. But a gallant fight it will be.
I’ve taken a few pictures during this early spring time to remind me
that from healthy leaves come beautiful flowers.
P.S. The seven new roses: ‘Baby Faurax,’ ‘Petite Francoise,’
‘Sneezy,’ ‘Sweet Pea,’ ‘Tip-Top.’ ‘Too Cute,’ and ‘Weeping China
Doll.’

Too Cute. Photo by Mel Hulse

Tip=Top. Photo: Sue Brown

