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THIS MONTH’S PROGRAM:
ON THURSDAY,

OCTOBER, 25, 2012

Dr. Jim Downer speak on:
SOILS AND AMENDMENTS
ture. Two years later he
was awarded his Master’s degree in Biology
and Plant Pathology.
University of California
Riverside conferred his
Ph.D. degree in Plant
Pathology in 1998.
His specialties include
the pathology of landDr. Jim Downer
scape ornamentals,
mulches, potting soils
and root rot. His adminprogram was so well
istrative duties include
received that the Program Director immedi- Advisor of the Master
ately re-engaged him for Gardener program.
Some readers will recall
the 2012 program
schedule. The program the advice regarding the
begins promptly at 7:30 potency of commercially available potting
p.m.
soils; that information
was collected by Dr.
Dr. A. James Downer
His last presentation to received his undergrad- Downer and published
the Ventura County
uate degree at Cal Poly, in Landscape Notes of
Rose Society was on the Pomona in Botany and September, 2010.
topic of ’What is bugOrnamental Horticulging your garden?’ This
On Thursday, October
25, 2012 Dr. Jim Downer of the University of
California at Davis Extension Program will
discuss the topics of
Soils and Amendments
for the Ventura County
Gardener. Dr. Downer
is a frequent contributor
to local garden programs and has been instrumental in the effort
to improve and facilitate
gardening techniques
through the agency of
demonstration programs
as well as direct and salient advice to home
gardeners.

Doors open: 6:30 p.m….Program starts: 7:30 p.m.
Ventura Education Conference Center
5100 Adolfo Rd., Camarillo.
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Desiderata...
DUES: Once again, it is time to raise the question of dues. For the VCRS dues operate according to the calendar year.
Thus, all dues lapse with the tolling of the New Year’s Eve bell at midnight on December 31st. Dues for calendar year
2013 are $20.00, payable to Earl Holst, Treasurer. Send a check to him at P.O.Box 102, Agoura Hills, CA 91376.
If you are a new member and signed up at the September Celebration, your payment of dues at that time counts for
2013.
ELECTIONS: Dr. Ken Kerr, the Chair of the Nominations Committee reports that the current members of the Board
have all agreed to run for re-election. However, since there were no candidates for president or Vice-President, the
Board would have to operate with a rotating presidency as it has done for the past year. The Election will be held at the
November meeting, per the Bylaws. If anyone wishes to run to president or any other office, the floor will be open for
nominations at that time. Otherwise, the current Board will be re-elected. The current Board members are:
Treasurer: Earl Holst
Secretary: Roz Thebaud
Members at Large:
Nell August
Kathy Ayers
Dr. Ken Kerr
Janet Sklar

CONSULTING ROSARIANS SCHOOL: OCTOBER 21, 2012 AT ROSE HILLS:
The Beverly Hills Rose Society is sponsoring a Consulting /Rosarian School and Seminar at the Conference
Theatre, Rose Hills Memorial Park, 3888 Workman Mill Rd, Whittier, CA 90861 on Sunday, October 21st.
The CR portion of the program will run from 8:00 a.m. to noon and feature presentations by Luis Desamero,
Dr. Thomas Cairns, Dean Murakami and Dave Mahoney. Lunch is included in the $30 ticket cost. For more
information, write the Event Director, Dr. Thomas Cairns at 3053 Laurel Canyon Bvd, Studio City, CA
91604 or email him at DrTommyC@aol.com. Check with Dawn-Marie Johnson, to see if your CR credentials need to be update. There only CR school scheduled for 2013 is in San Diego and the schedule isn’t set.
GSI Horticultural now Well Plant, Inc.: VCRS members who have used Moisturin will be interested
to know that the firm has been absorbed by the larger but still family owned Well Plant, Inc. The new
firm will continue to supply Moisturin and other products to the retail customer, but from their new
location in Sparks, NV as opposed to Bend, OR. The new URL is: www.wellplant.com.

2013 PROGRAM SCHEDULE:
January 24, 2013: Tom Carruth on his ‘What’s Happening at the Huntington Rose Garden’
February 28, 2013: David Bassani on ‘Water Conservations Techniques and Tricks’
March 28, 2013: Connie Estes on ’The Language of Flowers’
April 25, 2013: Tony Hepton on ’Landscape Management’
May 23, 2013: Dawn� Marie Johnson leads the Traditional ’Show n Tell’ presentation
June 27, 2012: Danielle Hahn, on ’Rose Story Farm.’
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Left: Hetty Shurtleff, wows the crowd
with a hands-on demonstration of how
to make arrangements for the home.
Hetty enters rose show competitions,
but stresses that the object is to have
fun doing it.
Right: Elda Bielanski, Nell August and
Nell’s friend, Lisa Van Atta. Nell
headed up the Refreshments Committee
and provided a spiffy selection of
foods. The food ranged from fresh fruit
to sushi to artery clogging desserts.
The array was testimony to the culinary
skills of the members of the VCRS.

Barbara Osterberg presided over the
sale of over 90 roses, caring, feeding,
and coddling them until the Celebration
time. She and her team earned over six
hundred dollars to defray the cost of the
event.
Right: Seated: Paddy Ruzella. Read
from left: Kay Abbott, Arden Holst &
Jane Delahanty. Jane and Paddy headed up the Jumble Sale at the Celebration of rose and garden artifacts of all
descriptions. Among the most popular
items: hanging air plants (tillandsias).

SEPTEMBER CELEBRATION!

The display of roses from both the
inland an d coastal cities of Ventura
County.

Kim Rupert delivered a program on
rose propagation through the
‘burrito’ method.

For the 3rd consecutive year Dawn�
Marie Johnson steered the event to
success.
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Simplicity Itself.
By Jim Delahanty
Robert Frost in ‘Mending Wall’ encompasses the tension between the notions that ‘good fences make good
neighbors’ and ‘something there is that doesn’t love a wall.’ Jackson and Perkins in the last quarter of the
20th century tapped into that tension rampant in American society by producing a series of roses, starting
with ‘Simplicity’ in 1979. For J&P, the first wave of ‘Simplicity’ roses was hybridized by Bill Warriner; the
second wave by Dr. Keith Zary.
Bill Warriner headed up the Jackson & Perkins research and breeding program for 25 years during which
time he introduced over 150 varieties of rose; he died in 1991 at age 69. Upon his death Dr. Keith Zary became the head of the breeding program for the next 19 years. Zary was only the fourth breeder in the company’s history when he joined them in 1985.
The Warriner Roses:
‘Simplicity’ was advertised as a ‘living hedge.’ The ‘living hedge’ concept obviously responded to a perceived need on the part of gardeners across the land, given the development of communities with bylaws
prohibiting the building of fences so as to preserve large swaths of green space without impediments to the
eye. These communities were linked by large loans, the same contractors and extensive lists of communal
‘do’s and don’ts.’ ‘Simplicity’ was a marketing sensation. In 20 years Jackson & Perkins sold 21 million
rosebushes. Even in 2012 ‘Simplicity’ led the other hedge roses in the online catalog being sold out first.
The early reception of it in such arenas as ‘Proof of the Pudding’ in the mid-1980’s American Rose Annuals
verged on the rhapsodic: ‘You can forget the sprayer on this one.’ ‘Well-named.’ ‘Many members increased their plantings of it the second year.’ The garden ratings for the rose ranged from 8.0 to 8.2, clearly
in the upper rank of rose evaluations. The rose was not suitable for exhibiting at a time when exhibition was
much more in vogue than now. The ratings for exhibition purposes ranged from 6.5 (poor) to 7.1 (barely
good). The rose did win a Gold Medal in New Zealand trials in 1976.
‘Simplicity’ was a Warriner cross of Kordes’ famous ‘Iceberg’ with an unidentified seedling. The result was
a three to five feet by three feet rose bush with medium green foliage and medium pink double flat bloom of
about three and a half inches across. The blooms appeared in clusters of two to six.

‘White Simplicity.’ Photo courtesy of
Robert Rippetoe

‘Simplicity.’ Photo courtesy of
Jackon & Perkins

‘Red Simplicity.’ Photo courtesy of
Jean Marion (Decobug)
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(continued from page 4)
According to the 2012 Combined Rose List, over thirty years after its debut, the rose is still offered in a half
dozen American nurseries and another half dozen nurseries abroad. The foreign nurseries are primarily located
in Australia and South Africa. The early ratings have declined to more pedestrian 7.6 ratings in both the 2004
and the 2012 Handbook for Selecting Roses. By 1993, the bloom was off the rose, so to speak: Stirling Maccoby in ‘The Ultimate Rose Book’ allowed as how the rose was ‘an easy care rose for people with little time
for gardening.’ The ‘Members Comment’ section of Helpmefind.com/roses illustrates that people complain of
ever-present blackspot and lanky, legged growth patterns. A local southern California nurseryman avers that
the rose gets rust at the beach and inland, the flowers crisp up in 30 seconds with high heat, and the armature
is more consistent with leaching blood than anything else.
Nevertheless, breeder Warriner’s success with the pink of ‘Simplicity’ led him to create white and red versions as well.
‘White Simplicity’ arrived nearly ten years after the introduction of ‘Simplicity.’ Warriner crossed ‘Sun
Flare’ with ‘Simplicity.’ ‘Sun Flare was a yellow floribunda of Warriner’s that had incorporated other yellow
roses from Gene Boerner and Reimer Kordes. The result was a rose bush with pure white blooms reminiscent
of a more distant ancestor—‘Iceberg.’ ‘White Simplicity’ elicited more praise from Maccoby than the perennial best seller (Pink) ‘Simplicity:’ Maccoby asserted that ‘White Simplicity’ was the nicest of the three then
‘Simplicity’ roses, because it has a compact habit, glossy dark green foliage and better blooms. While ‘White
Simplicity’ has fared better in the current ratings—the POP rating for ‘White Simplicity in 2010 was 7.9, almost a full point spread better than ‘Simplicity,’ fate has not been kind.
As of this writing, the rose is no longer offered in the United States and is available abroad only in one nursery
each in France, India, and Australia. Only four American outlets carried the rose in 1996, less than ten years
after its introduction. I confess my own experience with ‘White Simplicity’ is stellar. I have had over a dozen
bushes lining the area beneath a stand of cypress trees for over twenty years; they bloom consistently, generously, and are totally free of disease or the need for any extra care.
The last of Warriner’s ‘Simplicity’ roses was ‘Red Simplicity’—a joint breeding with Keith Zary (per the
Combined Rose List)� � ’ which was introduced in 1992. The cross was an unidentified seedling with ‘Sun
Flare’—a reverse of the ‘White Simplicity’ formula. However, the rose was not a great success. Within four
years the rose was down to four outlets in the United States and finally disappeared from the American market
in 2007. The blooms were described as medium red on a bush that grew to four or five feet. The ratings for
the rose were not striking; in 2004 the rose garnered a 7.1 rating, just shy of poor. Surprisingly, the rose was
not considered the third leg of the triad of pink white and red ‘Simplicity.’ That honor went to a rose bred by
Jack Christensen called ‘Bloomin’ Easy.’ The status of the third leg of the triad was asserted by Stirling Maccoboy in his Ultimate Rose entry on ‘Simplicity.’ The statement was later verified and confirmed by Editor
Dr. Thomas Cairns in the re-issue of the Maccoboy book in 2007. It may speak volumes that ‘Red Simplicity’
was also marketed as ‘Red Iceberg’ in tribute to a possible parental influence in the unidentified seedling, but
certainly not apparent in the origins of ‘Sun Flare.’ (Continued on next page)
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(continued from page five)
To produce ‘Bloomin’ Easy,’ Jack Christensen crossed ‘Trumpeter’ with ‘Simplicity’ to produce a ruby red
shrub or floribunda to form the match for the living hedge roses of ‘Simplicity’ and ‘White Simplicity in
1988.’ ‘Trumpeter’ was an orange red floribunda from McGredy with dark green glossy foliage and sharp
thorns on a short bush. The rose did not catch on despite a pleasant tea fragrance and the rose disappeared
from the American market by 1996; at that time it was only available in Australia. Jack Christensen asserted in 2001 on his blog that the rose was no longer sold.
The Zary Roses:
Approximately a decade after the appearance of ‘Red Simplicity, Jackson and Perkins renewed the franchise
by introducing both ‘Purple Simplicity’ and ‘Yellow Simplicity’ as the beginning of the second millennium.
It is harder to gauge the success of these roses and the subsequent introductions given the difficulties that
overwhelmed Jackson & Perkins in the second decade of the 21st century. But if the first wave of
‘Simplicity’ roses were mostly Warriner, the second wave was the result of breeding efforts by Keith Zary.
And so far as is known, none of the Zary roses contained a genetic inheritance from the original Warriner
‘Simplicity’ roses.
‘Purple Simplicity’ appeared first on the market in 1999. This Zary cross featured a cross of ‘Sweet Chariot’
with ‘Herbie’ as the seed parent and ‘Love Potion’ as the pollen. The genetic inheritance included genetic
material from old favorites like ‘Violette,’ ‘Veilchenblau,’ as well as from ‘Chrysler Imperial’ and ‘Magic
Carousel.’ Three of the four grandparental roses were miniatures, but the final product was a three to five
foot tall shrub or floribunda. The blooms were a mauve or purple tint, about three inches across with a strong
damask fragrance. Dark green glossy foliage clothed an upright columnar bush that widened about three to
three and a half feet across. The rose produced yellow hips with over twenty seeds in the fall, but continued
blooming through November where weather permitted. Despite the hips, no roses have been bred with
‘Purple Simplicity,’ or at least none has been reported as such. Nor did there seem to be any relationship to
the previous lines of development evident in the first wave of ‘Simplicity’ roses. (continued on page 7)

‘Purple Simplicity.’ Photo courtesy
of Jean Marion (Decobug)

“Yellow Simplicity.’ Photo courtesy
of Jean Marion (Decobug)

‘Fragrant Lavender Simplicity.’
Photo courtesy of Kit di Pomo
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(continued from page 6)
While ‘Purple Simplicity’ registered a respectable 7.5 in the 2004 and 2012 Handbook for Selecting Roses,’
it is no longer available in American commercial markets per the 2012 Combined Rose List.’ It is, however,
available in 3 Australian nurseries, as well as in France and India. The J&P catalog listed ‘Purple Simplicity’ as one of its offerings as late as 2008.
‘Yellow Simplicity’ was also bred in 1998 although helpmefind.com/roses list the introduction date as 1997.
The parentage of this rose is simply recorded as an unnamed seedling crossed with another unnamed seedling. The foliage is light green on a bush that may rise to five feet with a spread of about two to three feet
wide. The blooms are a deep yellow—the J&P website claims that they are non-fading—with a three inch
span and with 12 to 16 petals. The sellers claim that this is a no-spray rose. Although the rose was registered in the shrub classification, it was patented as a floribunda. However, it should be noted that the J&P
website tends to treat the terms as interchangeable. No rating is listed for this rose in the Modern Roses 12
database.
‘Yellow Simplicity’ is still sold in both American and foreign nurseries. Throughout the first decade of the
21st century about six domestic nurseries and five foreign nurseries helped it to maintain its presence in the
marketplace. The nurseries abroad included some in Australia, India and Japan. Jackson & Perkins offer it
in their 2012 online catalog.
In 2007 Jackson & Perkins introduced ‘Fragrant Lavender Simplicity.’ The lineage of this rose was the
most complex of all the ‘Simplicity’ roses: An unnamed seedling was crossed with a cross of ‘Sweet Chariot’ and ‘Herbie’ for the seed parent; ‘Pink Polyanna’ was crossed with a cross of an unnamed seedling with
‘Lavender Dream’ for the pollen parent. The promised fragrance was essentially citrus in nature and strong.
The blooms were about three and a half inches in diameter with a lavender color, fully double and tending
toward large clusters. Dark green foliage clothed a bush tending toward four to five feet tall and half again
as wide. The rose received a 7.6 rating, indicating good success as a garden rose. Currently the rose is
available from one Alaska nursery and two Australian ones per the 2012 Combined Rose List. Oddly
enough, according to the votes for favorites on helpmefind.com/roses, the most popular of all the
‘Simplicity’ roses would be ‘Fragrant Lavender Simplicity’ with twice as many ‘favorite’ votes as any other
in the grouping. The only other ‘Simplicity’ to receive more than a dozen votes would be ‘White Simplicity’ with half again as many.
The latest entry in the ‘Simplicity’ sweepstakes would be ‘Double Red Simplicity,’ introduced in 2011.
Neither the breeder nor the lineage of the rose is listed in the Modern Rose 12 database, although the rose is
registered as a shrub, as are all of the Zary ‘Simplicity’ creations. The flowers are listed as crimson in color, with a span of three and a half inches on a bush with dark green, glossy foliage. The bush grows to three
or three and a half feet tall. There is no rating associated with the rose as yet. The breeder may be assumed
to be Keith Zary, given that he was the last head of the Jackson & Perkins breeding program. So far there is
no listing for the rose on helpmefind.com/roses. (continued on page 8)
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(continued from page 7)
Whether the concept of a ‘living hedge’ can be adapted to the new realities of fewer roses being bought by
people with less land and less time to take care of them, is one of those marketing questions that will be
solved in the success or failure of great rose enterprises. Of the original Warriner roses, ‘Simplicity’ continues to sell whatever its disabilities for the plantsman, while ‘White Simplicity’ may be the highest rated of
the series, but is no longer available in the marketplace. Of Zary roses, the longest in the marketplace would
be ‘Yellow Simplicity,’ but the favorite of rosarians who frequent helpmefind.com/roses is clearly ‘Fragrant
Lavender Simplicity.’ Of course, fragrance tends to be a positive factor in public evaluation of any rose, although it should be noted that a significant fragrance did not seem to help the commercial longevity of
‘Purple Simplicity.’
‘Simplicity’ continues to set the pace for all the others in the series. Not bad for a rose introduced some 30
years again in the heyday of the rose ascendancy. ‘Double Red Simplicity’ would seem to have the odds
stacked against it for any repeat of that original success.

‘Double Red Simplicity.’ Photo
courtesy of Jackson & Perkins

‘Bloomin’ Easy.’ Photo Courtesy of
the Peninsular Rose Society

‘Double Red Simplicity.’ Photo
courtesy of Sue Tiﬀany

There exists a fear amongst rose growers that diseases from one plant to another can be transmitted via the
secateurs particularly at pruning time. For this reason alone, the advocates have suggested cleaning your
tools frequently with Clorox bleach. While this act is a wise precaution, the choice of disinfectant is misguided. The act of cleaning and sanitizing your tools may be beneficial, but Clorox tends to be damaging to metal
surfaces and may cause pitting and eventual corrosion. Alternatives available to the household are Listerine,
Lysol or Pine-Sol. And always wipe away any excess disinfectant before use on plants.
Dr. Thomas Cairns (DrtommyC@aol.com), ‘Rose Growing Myths: Fact or Fiction,’ February, 2012.
Roses 90210, Dr. Thomas Cairns, ed. Beverly Hills Rose Society.

Picture Credits on Page Three: The top right and center right pictures of Elda Bielanski and Nell August are by Bella Hermsen.
All other pictures on Page Three are by Ken Osterberg. The editor thanks these stalwart members for these gifts.
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The Rose Garden in October….
Here we are on the cusp of the rain-bearing months and once again there is conflicting news about the likelihood rain this winter. One report would have it that the rain Gods will smile on us to the benefit of aquifers
and reservoirs. Another declares that the El Nino effect will only last through the beginning of December.
This ambiguity brings up two associated questions: drought tolerant roses and rose replacement therapy.
Jeri and Clay Jennings of Camarillo will be digging up some of their roses and replacing them with drought
-tolerant roses. To some extent, this requires most a change in the roses to be planted but also a change in the
attitudes and practices of the rosarian. The new practices of the rosarian must include pruning less frequently, encouraging deeper rooting through deep and less frequent watering, and consistent application of mulches to provide new nutrients and weather protection. It also means a change in the classes of roses preferred—
thus Chinas and old fashioned tea roses are more likely to demonstrate characteristics favorable to droughttolerant status.
Linda Buzzell� Saltzman of Santa Barbara notes that she and her husband will be looking for spaces in
which to tuck new and/or more roses. This brings up the question of rose replacement therapy. Briefly stated, there is no reason to retain roses that have performed poorly over the last year or so. Your options here
are really quite limited. You can establish an infirmary type garden showing off roses at their least attractive,
or you can get roses better suited to your time, space and talents. Of course, you could change the gardener,
but when you consider the number of discarded and dishonored New Year’s resolutions, the folly of that
course of action seems clear. Linda and her husband, Larry, are also concerned about the use of peat moss in
potting soil, since they believe its use to be both environmentally unsound as well as detrimental to roses in
the long run. They always repot roses that they purchase with peat moss in the potting soil in order to ensure
healthy roses over the long term.
Barbara Osterberg of Oxnard has accepted the need to assess and oust underperforming roses. She reports
that she keeps a running inventory in her head as she strolls through her garden—remembering those that performed in the summer and anticipating performances from roses that prefer cooler temperatures. She plans on
replacing the ousted roses with those purchased from the September Celebration. In addition, Barbara would
like to boost the performances of the last major flush of blooms before cooler weather prevails and real pruning begins by feeding the roses ever so slightly and tentatively, given the current heart and hostile environment for fertilization.
Kim Rupert of Encino has been battling moles, gophers, and rabbits. This task has been made more difficult
by late fall early winter sizzling temperatures involving triple digit heat and single digit humidity. Thus, he
has been equally concerned with preventing his shutting down in the heat or turning brown in the leaf and
scalded in the cane to match the heat abused roses.
Hallie Blau of Thousand Oaks traveled to the Otto & Sons forty per cent off sale and purchased two ‘White
Licorice’ roses as well as ‘Mutabilis’ to fill up some the spaces created by culling underperforming roses.
Now she realized she will have to dig the holes for them. However, she plans to do that while waiting for the
weather to cool down before fertilizing the roses to coax them into one last flush of bloom before the southern
California winter sets in.

