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The September Celebration — the main community outreach program
of the Ventura County Rose Society — takes place at the Ventura County
Educational Center, on Saturday, September 22nd.
JOIN US! Come for an hour, or stay for the whole day, mingling with
others who love roses.
The heart of this gala event is a display of roses from the gardens of Society members and the community — with roses organized by inland or
coastal community-of-origin. Take part in the display! Bring roses from
home, in cheap, disposable containers — and receive a free copy of
“Growing Beautiful Roses,” by Dr. Tommy Cairns.
“Arrangements for the Home” — This program, showcasing the creations of VCRS members Dawn-Marie Johnson and Hetty Shurtleff—both
award winning rose-arrangement designers, will be a major element — with
“hands-on” demonstrations, that will teach you to create such beauty.
Enjoy Rose Propagation demonstrations! Learn to make more roses!

There will be roses for sale! Rare roses to be offered include:

‘Blue for You,’
otherwise unavailable in the American Market

‘Gardens of the World,’
a disease free Hybrid Tea for the coastal cities

‘Frau Hedwig Koschel,’
a Polyantha Rose, SO rare, it is available ONLY at this sale,
and nowhere else in the world

* Do you have roses to contribute to the sale? OR, can you assist at the
Pam Solokian Copyright, 2002
All rights reserved.

— Continued On Page Two
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— CELEBRATION of ROSES, Continued from Page One

rose sale table, on Celebration Day?
If so, Contact Jim Delahanty at: jjjzdelahanty@earthlink.net
* Barbara Osterberg will “babysit” 33 roses for the Celebration. More helpers are needed for that project
project.
* VCRS is famous for the variety and excellence of its refreshment offerings. Cindy Mastro heads up that
project this year. Can you contribute foodstuffs or staff the refreshment table? Contact Cindy at:
Cindyzroses@msn.com
* Jane Delahanty ( jzdelahanty@sbcglobal.net ) chairs a tempting sale of rose-related artifacts — and welcomes any additions to the array of offerings presented to the viewing public.
* Sue Rosecrans & Karlyn Bock will be at the Welcome Desk to show folks where to place roses.
* Connie Estes needs help at the Membership Desk to welcome new members or to explain the free trial
membership in the VCRS and/or the American Rose Society.
* Dawn
Dawn--Marie Johnson Chairs the Rose Celebration for the 3rd time and expects this year to be the best ever if all members of the VCRS extend a warm welcome to rose lovers in the community.
For more information, contact Dawn-Marie at: 805-523-9003
**EDITOR’S NOTE: Throughout this issue of “The Ventura Rose,” watch for photos of roses which will be offered in
�
JMC Ed. pro temthis year’s Celebration Rose Sale � and which we’re sure will tempt you to join us on the day.
pore 8-23-12

One Week Later, In San Jose �

Join Jeri & Clay Jennings At:

Autumn In The San Jose Heritage Rose Garden
Sat., Sept. 29

9 a.m.
a.m.�� 2 p.m.

Spring & Taylor Streets, San Jose, CA

The South Bay Heritage Rose Group and Guadalupe River Park Conservancy invite you to enjoy the fall bloom, rose
hips, lectures on composting, and on propagation (by Clay Jennings), and heritage roses.

LIMITED SALE of OLD and/or HARD
HARD--TO
TO--FIND ROSES! from 9am ’til 1pm
See The Website at:
http://www.heritageroses.us/FallEvent.htm

V.C.R.S. SEPTEMBER CELEBRATION:

CALL TO VOLUNTEERS!
Our VCRS September Celebration takes place on Sept. 22, from 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. (Doors open for set up at
8:30 a.m.) This Celebration is on track to be among our most outstanding Community Outreach programs, and it
works because our members and friends participate, and share their love of roses with each other and the community.

Please Participate in one or more of the following:
* Bring Cut Roses for Our Rose Display.

*Contact Volunteer Coordinators and offer to help:

1. Refreshments: Nell August 805-987-2341*
2. Rose Placement: Kathy Ayers 805-498-0861 Irene Pashalides 805-884-3412
3. Sale of Rose-Related Artifacts: Jane Delahanty and Paddy Ruzella 805-648-7450*
4. Welcome and Membership Information Table: Connie Estes 805-525-3834, Sue Rosecrans and Karlyn Bock
5. Rare Roses for Sale: Barbara Osterburg 805-983-2832, Kim Rupert & Lisa Bischel
6. Rose Information Table: Jeri Jennings (Got Questions? ASK Here!)
7. Arrangements for the Home Program: Hetty Shurtleff and Dawn-Marie Johnson

Wishing You Roses - Especially on September 22nd! Dawn-Marie
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September 22 CELEBRATION �
Anne-Marie de Montreval, poly, white,
Rambaux, 1879, (2) JD
Apricot Bells, HM, ab, Lens, 2000. JM
Baronne Edmond de Rothschild, HT,
rb, Meilland, 1968. JS
Bees Knees. Yb Mini Zary. 1998. (2) JS
Black Jade, dr Mini, Benardella. ‘85
BL
Blue for You, Flordibunda. Mauve.
James. 1992. JD
Bow Bells, Shrub, Austin, 1994
Britannia, Poly. Light red, Burbage,
1929, JD
Cheer Up, mini, orange-red, Bennett,
1986, (4) GF
Classic Cinnabar (Robin’s Rose) mini,
medium red, Benardella, (4) GF
Dick Koster, poly, rb, de Ruiter, 1929,
JD
Excellenz von Schubert, poly. Dp,
Lambert, 1909. JS
Flamingo Dancer, ClF, pink and white,
Leong. 2010. BL
Francis Dubreuil, T, dr, Dubreuil,
1894. BL
Frau Hedwig Koschel, poly, white.
Munch & Hause, 1921. NIC. JD
Gardens of the World, HT, pb, Christensen, 1992. (3)KR
Gartendirektor Otto Linne, S, dp, Lambert, 1934. BL
German Fairy, polyantha, p. Brentwood Bay Nursery. No date. BL
Grace Seward, mini, white, Bennett,
1991. (4) GF
Gruss an Aachen, F, pink/white,
Geduldig, 1909. BL
Helen Traubel, HT, pb, Swim, 1951.
JD
Hot Chocolate, F, russet, Simpson,
1988. BL
International Herald Tribune, F.
mauve, Harkness, 1984. BL

“Francis
Dubreuil”
China, int. in
1894

‘Gardens of The World’
Iris Webb, Floribunda, russet, Warner,
1988. JD
Irresistible, mini, white, Bennett, 1989.
(4) GF
Ivory Tower, HT, white, Kordes, 1979.
JD
Joey Angiolino, HP, lp, Delahanty,
2010. NIC. JD
Leonie Lamesch, poly, op, Lambert,
1899. BL
Low and Behold, Miniflora, myellow,
Desamero, 2005. (4) GF
Magic Dragon, Cl. Mini, dr, Moore,
1969 BL
Marilyn Wellan, mini, lp, Moe, 1999.
(5-gal) JS
Marshmallow Fluff, poly, white.
Bagnasco. 2007, BL
Mary Rose, Shrub, mp, Austin, 1983.
(2)KR
Morey’s Pink, Shrub, mp, Morey,
1994, (2)KR
Mother of Pearl, Grandiflora. lp, Meilland, 2007. (2) JS
Neptune, HT, mauve, Carruth, 2003.
JD
Old Port, F. mauve, McGredy, 1990,
BL
Orange Honey, mini, orange blend,
Moore, 1979. (4). GF
Papa Hemeray, China, dp, HemerayAubert, 1912. JD
*Patricia Beucher, HMusk, mauve,
Lens, 2001. (niac) (2)JM; KR
Peggy Martin, (The Peggy Martin
Rose) Climber, largely thornless, 6
– to 10-ft. Lived through Hurricane
Katrina’s flooding (see Pg. 10) CJ

Rose Sale List
Picotee, Mini, rb, Benardella, 2003. BL
Pink Flamenco, mini, deep pink,
Benardella, 2010. (4) GF
Pink Petticoat, Mini, pb, Strawn, 1980,
AOE. (2)KR
Playgold, mini, orange blend, Moore,
1997. (4) GF
Purple Buttons, S, mauve, Rupert,
1993. BL
Purpurea, China, Chenault, 1930. NIC.
(2) JD
Red Fairy, poly, lr, Moore, 1995. (2)
JD
“Secret Garden Musk Climber,” LCl.
White. “Found” rose. BL
Senegal, ClHT, dr, Mallerin, 1944. BL
“Spice,” china, white, unk. (5-gal), JS
Shadow Dancer, LCl, R. Moore, 1999
Sunshine, poly, yellow, 1927, JD
Sweet Afton, HT, lp, Armstrong &
Swim, 1964. (2)KR
Sweet Chariot, Mini, mauve, Moore,
1984. BL
The Fairy, poly, lp, Benthall, 1931. JD
Tiddly Winks, Mini, yb, Carruth, 2006.
BL
Verdun, poly. Mauve. Barbier, 1918.
JS
White Pearl in Red Dragon’s Mouth,
Ch. rb. Unk. Breeder/Date. BL
Willy den Ouden, Poly, or, den Ouden,
1937, NIC. JD
Yametsu-Hime, mini, pb, Hebaru,
1961. (2) JD
Other interesting plants include:

3 Spiky Tomatoes
(solanum pyrachanthus),

2 pussy willows

Extra surprises!)

Donations Key:
BL: Burlington Rose Nursery
GF: Greenheart Farms
JD: James Delahanty
JM: Janelle Michel JS: Janet Sklar
KR: Kim Rupert CJ: Clay Jennings

‘Sweet
Chariot’
Mini, Mauve
(Hanging
Basket)
Moore, 1984
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Rosa hybrid ‘Softee’ and Found Rose “Jefferson”:
A Genetic Comparison
Using Inter Simple Sequence Repeat (ISSR)
and Random Amplified Polymorphic DNA (RAPD) Markers
Margaret Digmann, David C. Zlesak, and Scott Ballantyne
University of Wisconsin-River Falls
A few years back we received a beautiful plant of “Jefferson” from Chamblee’s Rose Nursery. Mark
Chamblee had found this rose growing in Jefferson, Texas. It is a thornless apricot miniature with great
health and vigor.
Around the same time we ordered ‘Softee’ (aka ‘MORfree’; intro. 1983) from Sequoia Nursery as
Ralph Moore was closing his nursery.
“Jefferson” and ‘Softee’ looked very similar, and we wondered whether they might be the same rose.
They are both thornless, produce double apricot blooms, have a similar growth habit, and are triploid. As
we worked to establish DNA fingerprinting protocols for roses in the Plant Genotyping Laboratory at UWRiver Falls, it seemed that trying to determine if these two roses are the same would be a good and relatively straightforward beginning project.

‘Softee’ (David C. Zlesak Photo)

Different kinds of marker systems are used for DNA fingerprinting. They differ in the
ways fragments of DNA are generated to create “fingerprints” and in the amount and complexity of equipment needed to separate and visualize these fragments. Because of our
resource constraints, we decided to use ISSR and RAPD markers in this comparison of
‘Softee’ and “Jefferson.” Both ISSR and RAPD markers use small known sequences of
DNA (primers) to attach to matching areas in the rose DNA. The sections of rose DNA
between the points where these primers attach are copied again and again. The fragments
of DNA that this generates are separated according to length, creating a “fingerprint.” The
fingerprints can then be compared between samples. The same rose with the same primer
should consistently give the same pattern or fingerprint (number and length of the different
fragments). Roses that are related should share some of the same fragments that appear as
bright lines or zones in the images you see (Figures 1 and 2). Running different primers
with the same roses eventually allows us to accumulate enough fingerprint data to help
answer different types of genetic questions.

What did we learn in the comparison of ‘Softee’ and “Jefferson”?
All six ISSR primers and all three RAPD primers tested produced the same pattern
(fingerprint) for these two roses. One gel of each marker type is attached (Figures 1 and 2). A
standard of comparison, a “ladder,” is included in each gel to serve as a standard, providing
fragments of known lengths for comparison. The RAPD gel (Figure 2) also contains the rose
0-47-19, the female parent of ‘Softee’/“Jefferson” (plant material provided by Paul Barden).
The large bright uppermost band of 0-47-19 is shared with its seedling. Typically, offspring
share half the fragments with each parent. However, in this case since ‘Softee’/“Jefferson” is
Figure 1. ISSR markers: Lane 1 is the
triploid, 0-47-19 is diploid, and the male parent (1-72-1) is tetraploid, the male parent conladder. Lanes 2-4 primer ISSR4; Lanes
tributed twice as much DNA to ‘Softee’/“Jefferson” as the female parent (0-47-19) did. It is
5-7 primer HB15
therefore reasonable, as shown with Primer T06 (Figure 2), for ‘Softee’/“Jefferson” to share
less than half of its bands with 0-47-19. The data overwhelmingly point to the conclusion that
“Jefferson"and ‘Softee’ are the same rose.
Genetic tests, such as these with ISSR and RAPD markers, will someday be much less expensive,
and then they will be commonly used to verify parentages of roses and perhaps to solve mysteries about
the parentages of some roses that have been grown for a long time. That day may not be far in the future.
Rose Key: JN=“Jefferson”; ST=’Softee’; MP=Maternal parent (0-47-19)

Please address any questions about this article to David Zlesak, zlesak@rocketmail.com.
Figure 2. RAPD Markers
with primer T06. Lane 5
(un-labeled) is the ladder.

(Please do not reprint this article
without specific written permission of the Author, David Zlesak)
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On The Occasion of its 20th Anniversary,

The Sacramento City Cemetery
Historic Rose Garden
Invites You To Attend An

Oct. 12-14 SYMPOSIUM
Festivities begin Friday, Oct. 12 with a “Wine & Cheese” Reception in the Cemetery Garden, including a preview of the Cemetery’s famous October night-time tours. (Fee: $25.00)
On Saturday, October 13 participants will enjoy a day of exciting talks (See Faculty & Topics, Right). The site will be the California Auto Museum, located at 2200 Front Street (west on
Broadway to Front, turn right). Lunch and refreshments are included. Events include a sale of rare roses — and rose auctions
— both live and silent. (Fee: $125)
Saturday ends with a celebratory dinner, held at the same venue (separately priced) featuring author & Rosarian, Stephen
Scaniello. (Saturday Dinner, Fee: $30.)
Sunday Morning, October 14: Enjoy the “Afterglow,” as Seminar attendees meet in the Cemetery, to enjoy Autumn’s bountiful
bloom, explore the garden, share coffee & stories (Free. No
Fee)
Tickets are available through Brown Paper Tickets:
http://www.brownpapertickets.com/

Oct. 13, 2012 Schedule Of Talks:
* Once a Garden Cemetery:
The Sacramento Historic City Cemetery �

Judy Eitzen

* A Garden Cemetery Again:
Beginning Days of the Historic Rose Garden
Panel includes Garden Founders

Jean Travis, Barbara Oliva & Fred Boutin

* A History of the Rose in California:
�

Darrell G.H. Schramm

* Santa Barbara's Father Schoener:
Priest, Nurseryman & Hybridizer �

Linda Buzzell

* Hybrid Chinas &
The Industrial Revolution of Roses
�

Gregg Lowery

* Found Roses Of The Cemetery:
(Various Speakers) Includes “New Orleans Cemetery Rose”,
“Jesse Hildreth,” “Pulich Children,” “Old Town Novato”
* Lost Treasures Still To Be Found � Fred Boutin
* What's Ahead for the Historic Rose Garden?
— Anita Clevenger
The event is co-sponsored by the Heritage Rose Foundation,
the Heritage Rose Group, et al.

VCRS Members Barbara Osterberg & Barbara Morse will
be attending this great seminar, and hope you’ll join them.

Great Rosarians Of The World —
2013 Honorees Selected
Malcolm Manners & Dr. Walter Lewis
Ladies and Gentlemen �
Join us at the Huntington
Library and Gardens on Saturday, February 3 (2013) to
attend the Great Rosarians Of
The World lectures.

Start Your Plans.

The Great Rosarians of
the World™ Steering Committee is happy to announce
that Dr. Malcolm Manners of Southern Florida
College will be one of two
2013 honorees.
Dr. Malcolm Manners
Chairman of the Horticultural Science Department, Malcolm is a well know researcher on Rose Mosaic Virus. We know him best for that
research, and for his work promoting Old Garden Roses and
educating gardeners on their use in the home garden But the
broader world knows him best for his work in the field of
Agriculture.
In 2008 Malcolm received his second Volunteer Service
Award from the President’s Council on Service and Civic
Participation on behalf of the President of the United States to
recognize the best in American sprit and encourage all Americans to contribute through volunteer service.
In 2007, Malcolm spent two weeks in Kyrgyzstan as part
of Winrock International’s Farmer-to-Farmer Volunteer Program, providing horticultural consulting and training. He has
participated in similar volunteer efforts around the world.

The Program Becomes Complete . . .
. . . with the announcement of the second 2013 GROW
Honoree: Dr. Walter H. Lewis
— Senior Botanist at the Missouri
Botanical Garden, and Professor
Emeritus at George Washington
University, St. Louis MO. Dr. Lewis is honored for his work on Species
Roses.
This, then, is a spectacular program,
offering rare opportunity to hear
from two major figures in rose reDr. Walter H. Lewis
search at one event.
Tickets will be available later this fall.
The Great Rosarians of the World East program will be presented by the Manhattan Rose Society in New York City at Queens
Botanical Garden over May 31 through June 2, 2013. An announcement on tickets for this event will be posted after GROW
West.
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Some Thoughts on Rose Society Membership
By Jim Delahanty
The rose industry, the rose world and the rose society have undergone a maelstrom of events transforming the
rose landscape in ways dimly foreseen a couple of decades ago. The most neutral description of it would be Schumpeter’s metaphor of ‘creative destruction,’ the process whereby outmoded and inefficient modes of production and
distribution are created phoenix-like through the scrapping and reinvention of old norms and forms. In this world
sales have become elusive, venerable has translated to vulnerable, and the roses of yesterday now include the star of
the twentieth century—the hybrid tea rose.
Sales of roses in the United States have plummeted by an astonishing 60% over the last two decades. Historic
firms like Jackson and Perkins have become shells of their former selves; boutique nurseries have gobbled up tons of
money and careers; the correlation between roses appearing on show tables and in popular local nurseries has diminished abruptly.
As I filled out the form for the Roses in Review this year, I realized that the number of roses to be reviewed had
diminished and so had the number of roses with which I had any acquaintance. And the category classified as
‘shrubs’ had twenty more entries than the number of HTs to be rated. What will be the final outcome of these changes depends on factors more central to the rose industry than the number of people affiliating with either local rose
societies or the American Rose Society. Most of these things are beyond the reach of the local rose society or even
the American Rose Society (ARS). But it might be helpful to look at some of the factors that might impede successful recruitment of new members to a rose society.
Natural Downsizing:
One notion regarding the future of the national rose society is that its numbers will devolve to a level of about 5
thousand members. For this number of members to sustain the current levels of programs and initiatives, dues would
have to double, nearing the $100 a year mark. Barring massive inflation, this level of commitment would require a
membership with both disposable time and disposable income, reminiscent of the nineteen thirties and forties, prior
to the great expansion in the subsequent growth of suburbia. On the local level, this would probably decimate most
local rose societies except for the most affluent or the ones with a broadest possible social base.
Downsizing as a policy approach to the problem of declining membership would have the virtue of removing the
need to adopt initiatives designed to goose membership stats.
The various levels of membership attachment and the attendant benefits thereunto could be scrapped in favor of
attrition as a short term benefit rather than a detriment. But it should be clear that such a policy would change the
nature of the relationship of the individual to the rose society and vice versa. One of the best aspects of the rose
world has been that questions and conditions of economic status, social context and connections have long been subordinated to questions related to rose growing and knowledge. The mild egalitarian streak would disappear as inhibitions to raising dues would vanish.
The Active Minority:
Every social organization has a group of people who assume leadership tasks willingly with an attendant number

Some Roses Available At The Sept. 22 Celebration:

‘Morey’s Pink’

“Secret Garden Musk Cl.”

‘Excellenz von Schubert’

‘Bar. Edmond de
Rothschild’

‘Int’l. Herald Tribune’
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of people willing to follow their lead and staff panels, tables, rose shows, celebrations, and public demonstrations. These are the people who assume roles as
officials, committee chairs, and ‘worker bees.’ Without the support of these
people, no project or venture can get off the ground, much less succeed.
These people determine the directions and activity levels of a rose society. In
my home society, the only way for a rose show to succeed has been if an individual were willing to assume almost all of the responsibilities and practically
stage the event—if not singlehandedly, then with a small cadre of overworked
friends and associates. When that person departed from the society, there was
neither the will nor the expertise nor any interest in acquiring the expertise
necessary to stage a rose show. However, it is important to recognize that the
power of the ‘active minority’ is not unlimited. Repeated surveys of our own
membership over the last decade have consistently revealed that the overall
‘Leonie Lamesch’
membership tends to regard the newsletter, the monthly meetings, and the soA Fragrant Polyantha Rose
cialization and food at the monthly meetings as the prime purposes of the sociOf Striking Beauty and Great Diseaseety. Community outreach programs, pruning demonstrations, celebrations, and Resistance — Available at The Celebration
Of Roses — Sept. 22
fund raising efforts are regarded with much less fervor if not outright hostility
on occasions.
Even those activities approved of by the general membership do not necessarily elicit high levels of participation.
The monthly meetings attract about a third of the regular membership to the meetings, with an occasional spike toward
fifty per cent. The point is that the active minority can scuttle programs by simply ignoring them, but so can the general membership. The gap between the active minority and the general membership accounts for the resistance of local
societies to suggestions from the national organization: local leaders are loath to expend energy and credibility on programs not dear to their own hearts in the first place, knowing that it involves overcoming the inertia of the general
membership.
The Rose Show: Exhibitors
The rose show phenomenon is intimately connected to the active minority. Exhibitors—those who exhibit at rose
shows—provide an uncommonly large percentage of those who occupy leadership positions at the local level and at
the national level as well. While the actual number of exhibitors may be small in comparison with the total number of
members, the number of exhibitors is probably three times as great in leadership positions on the local level and more
than that on the national level. Thus, the interests and the predilections of exhibitors may dominate local schedules
and the attention span of the local society. Certainly, it will prove impervious to the lack of interest in groups that otherwise might be interested in joining a rose society. Criticism of exhibitors occasionally reaches epic proportions
among rosarians, but there is a truth rarely denied: Exhibitors grow the best roses. They have the best rose practices
and they are ruthless in discarding weak or inferior plants from their gardens. If you want to see a rose at its peak potential, go to the garden of an exhibitor; certainly do not come to mine, where episodic attention is the rule and I decline to ‘off’ needy roses or ones that display ingratitude as a sign of superiority for all the fertilizer, water, sun, and
care.
The rose show is a labor intensive and exhausting activity. For many
societies, staging a rose show exhausts the collective energy and effort;
the result of this, of course, is that other programs that might attract nonexhibitors get short shrift when priorities are being established. There is
less inclination to support or sponsor a public rose garden, or maintain
non-competitive rose celebrations, or engage in programs to popularize
Old Garden Roses. Or to adopt environmentally popular attitudes toward
chemical dependencies. In a recent article I explored the failure of the
“Found” rose class to gain acceptance and success as an innovative rose
class in rose show schedules. One basic problem is that those concerned
‘Papa Hemeray’
with
“found” roses are not really interested in competitive rose shows;
(China, France, 1912)
they are much more concerned with distribution, name discovery, and
propagation of “found” roses. Thus the success of the “found” rose class
Available at The Celebration Of Roses, Sept. 22
is left to those who are probably least interested in “found” roses under
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any circumstances. And the nucleus of any organization tends to attract similarly inclined newbies, and, to repel those
whose interests are otherwise engaged.
Change or Else?
Inducing change in any organization is easy to the extent that the factors militating
for change are exogenous. It took less than half a decade for local society newsletters to switch from hard copy snail mailed issues to electronically transmitted issues
at a fraction of the cost. The effect on the budget—especially with increases in postage charges and printing—was too dramatic to ignore. Some societies made arrangements to service the computer illiterate and others left them to fend for themselves.
However, resistance was futile and short-lived. Other changes take a little longer. In
the first century of the American Rose Society, only one woman served as president.
‘Sunshine’ (Polyantha, 1927)
Endogenous change is difficult and sometimes impossible. If the rose societies ever
Available at The Celebration
had a monopoly of information on how to grow roses, it clearly no longer does so.
Of Roses — Sept. 22
In fact, it is almost impossible to avoid advice on how to grow roses—much of it
harmful to the rose if not the rosarian on the various manifestations of the Internet.
The American Rose Society has been preaching the doctrine that roses are not difficult plants to grow since at least the
1980’s; but periodically, individuals or groups promote that notion as if it had never been uttered before. Partially, this
might be because when people come to the rose society or the rosarian for advice, they are problem solving oriented.
And they would like a solution instanter. And, partially, because toxic problems seem to indicate toxic solutions, advice and recommendations seem to be oriented to petro-chemical recommendations.
Linkage between local rose societies and local nurseries and garden shops demands that there be a reasonably
accommodating attitude toward the products sold by ‘our friends’ at Acme Garden Center. The demands of exhibiting in much of the country dictate preventive type of spraying that is not conducive to notions of easily grown plants.
And there is the fact that local rose societies are essentially face-to-face communities in which conflict between those
preferring ‘organic’ type solutions versus more chemically oriented can only be muted at great personal and institutional cost.
One potential change exemplified by the Gold Coast Heritage Group is to organize a rose society without maintaining any geographic integrity whatsoever. The social glue that holds Gold Coast together is an interest in OGRs
and “Found” roses, especially those located in the areas near the Sacramento Historic City Cemetery. Members participate on a listserve to the degree that they wish to do so, the newsletter is a quarterly, and the cost to members is
minimal—in the five to ten dollar range. There are few meetings of the group as a group and most meetings are actually participation in endeavors—Open days or tours of the Cemetery—that would occur anyway. Over the last decade, the group has averaged about a thousand messages a month in the busiest years, while maintaining about 300
messages a month in less active years. It is possible, however, that such an innovation depends on the active minority even more than the traditional rose society, because recruitment to the active minority and circulation of those in
the elite group have not yet occurred. And it is possible that rather than reformulating and reorganizing as traditional
rose society groups do, this particular manifestation of technological innovation may simply cease to be rather than extend life artificially. Without any
investment in venues, property, or tangible possessions, the formation and
disappearance of online rose groups can be accomplished more easily. And
when the time comes for the group to disband, there are few assets to be divided or fought over.
Some conclusions:
All of the foregoing does not mean that change won’t occur. Nor does it
mean that there can be or should not be responses to the challenges indicated
by the factors cited. In the rose industry, Nor’East has pioneered in the development of marketing concepts and tools designed to relieve the consumer
of the necessity to make choices based on lack of knowledge in favor of pro-

‘White Pearl In Red Dragon’s Mouth’
(Chi Long Han Ju) China Rose, Ancient
Available at The Celebration Of Roses —
Sept. 22
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moting products geared to the desires of the buyer. One such would be the concept of Balcony roses---roses especially suitable for those trying to grow roses in urban apartment settings. Rose societies will have to find out—either by
happenstance or cogitation—what services they can provide to tomorrow’s consumers and to fill those needs or retire
to figurative nursing homes where roses are not permitted because of the ‘fact’ that they are hard to grow.
Perhaps the answers lie in regionality; perhaps the answers lie in servicing time and space challenged potential
rose growers; perhaps the answers do not exist and rose societies are about as viable as buggy whips. Or maybe buggy whips will make a comeback.
(Please do not reprint without specific written permission of author, J. Delahanty.)

“I wish the sky would rain down roses, as they rain from off the shaken bush.
Why will it not?
Then all the valley would be pink and white
and soft to tread on.
They would fall As light as feathers, smelling sweet;
And it would be Like sleeping and waking, All at once!”
— George Elliot
‘Gartendirektor
Otto Linne’

‘Gartendirektor Otto Linne’ — Available at The Celebration Of Roses

In The Garden, We Slip Into Fall…
Fall officially arrives this month, coming upon us on September 22, at 10:49 a.m., Eastern Daylight Time.
“It’s the summer’s great last heat, It is the fall’s first chill: They meet.”
— Sarah Morgan Bryan Piatt

We surely had “summer’s great heat” in August — Two weeks of extraordinary heat — from which we, and our roses,
are now recovering. Through the next month or so, your most important garden chores will be watering, and
“housekeeping.” If another heatwave should hit us, water will be your most important garden tool. Water your roses,
preferably in the morning, and wash them clean of dust and insects.
We are hearing early predictions of a wet winter for California. We hope those predictions are correct — but until serious rainstorms actually arrive, your roses depend upon you for water. Don’t fail them! (No. Withholding water is
NOT a good way to make your roses go dormant. It is a good way to weaken them!)
Did you skimp on deadheading through the heatwave? (We sure did!). Catch up now — but by next month, you can let
that chore slide, and let your roses slow down in anticipation of winter. Please! More feeding isn’t needed. They’ll do
just fine without that, through Fall.
For now, pick fall blooms. Enjoy the loveliest color and shapeliest blooms of the entire year. Read up on new roses, or
roses new to you. GO to the Celebration Of Roses — and check the display of roses for delicious new ideas. This is a
great time to place orders for young plants, and what could be more fun?

‘Pookah’ In Poland!
Jump to HelpMeFind Roses, at: http://www.helpmefind.com/rose/l.php?l=21.208012
To see delicately-lovely ‘Pookah’ now growing in Poland!
Bred by our own Jim Delahanty, ‘Pookah,’ is one of several uncommon California roses
which have made the leap from California to Bierkreek Nursery, in the Netherlands, and on to
new homes around Europe.
A low-growing, bushy Polyantha, ‘Pookah’ is a natural for a colorful mass planting. The name
is derived from a Celtic spirit who is both mischievous and benevolent.
(Buy from Burlington Rose Nursery: (559) 747-3624 burlingtonroses.com)
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Potpourri...
HOORAY! The Ventura County Master Gardeners recently recognized VCRS member Janet Sklar
with their 2012 Distinguished Service Award.
A Master Gardener for the past ten years, Our Janet was presented with the award at a June 28 dinner, held
at the Adolfo Camarillo Ranch House, in Camarillo.
Among her other Master Gardener projects, Janet assisted in the design and installation of a rose garden at
the historic Faulkner Farm (U.C. Agricultural Center), located in Santa Paula. Congratulations Janet!

Available At The September Celebration!

The ‘Peggy Martin’ Rose
(Found Rose, Remontant Rambler)

When Hurricane Katrina devastated Southern Louisiana, just two plants survived in Peggy Martin’s
Plaque-mines Parish Garden. One of the two was
this disease-free, thornless, climbing rose.
Since the hurricane, the “Peggy Martin Rose” has
become symbolic among gardeners of renewal and
re-growth .

Peggy Martin —
The Lady
And The Rose

Kathy Ayers reminds us to say “Thank’ee,” to Peach Hills Soils & Landscape Materials (10765 W. Los Angeles
Ave., Moorpark) for a much-needed donation of mulch to the Stagecoach Inn Heritage Rose Garden.
In the beginning, this garden was an un-promising pile of solid adobe. Eighteen years later, many additions of organic mulches
— from wood chips to horse manure — have turned that waste heap into an ideal garden site.
(Further thanks to Kathy Ayers, Sue Rosecrans, and the other faithful volunteers who keep that garden beautiful.)

Available Now From Vintage Gardens

Available Now From Rogue Valley Roses

‘Lady Roberts’

‘Licorice Tea

(Tea Rose, Sport of ‘Anna Olivier’ F. Cant, UK, 1912)

In the early 20th
Century, ‘Lady
Roberts’ was
listed as one of
the best roses for
Southern California. It remained so, tho
time passed, and
the rose fell out
of commerce and
was forgotten.
Now part if a
special Fall Release from Vintage.

Order Today! www.vintagegardens.com/

(MODERN Tea Rose, ‘Lillian Austin’ x ’Mons. Tillier’
Paul Barden, U.S. 2004)

Fully double
yellow blooms,
held in clusters,
are showcased
by very dark
green foliage,
with never a
speck of disease.
This healthy
plant can range
from a 4-ft. bush
to a mannerly 8ft. climber.
The fragrance is
licorice (anise?
Myrrh?) and
cloves.

Order Today!
www.roguevalleyroses.com

